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ACM  Cuts  Ties 
To  Soviet  Union 


By  Ann  Dooley 
CW  Staff 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Association  for 
Computing  Machinery  (ACM)  has 
severed  its  relations  with  the  Soviet 
Union  "as  a  result  of  Soviet  persecu¬ 
tion  of  colleagues,"  particularly  com¬ 
puter  chess  expert  Anatole  Sharansky. 

ACM  announced  its  intentions  in  a 
letter  to  the  president  of  the  Soviet 
Academy  of  Sciences,  A.P.  Aleksan¬ 
drov,  saying  it  "will  not  cooperate 
with  or  cosponsor  meetings  in  your 
country  until  the  climate  of  intellectual 
freedom  clearly  improves," 

The  letter  asked  Aleksandrov  to  per¬ 
sonally  intervene  on  Sharansky's  be¬ 
half. 

Letter  to  Members 

ACM  also  sent  a  letter  to  each  of  its 
35,000  members  requesting  them  to 
consifler  the  situation  of  Sharansky 
and  others  like  him  when  deciding 
whether  to  visit  the  Soviet  Union  or  to 
publish  in  Soviet  journals. 

Sharansky  has  received  worldwide 
notice  and  support  since  he  was  jailed 
on  March  15  for  alleged  treason  and 
CIA  activities.  He  has  been  held 
without  formal  charges  since  that  date; 
Soviet  authorities  have  indicated  his 
trial  will  begin  this  month. 

Prominent  people  outside  of  the  com¬ 
puter  industry  have  also  taken  up 
Sharansky's  cause.  New  York  Sen¬ 
ators  Jacob  Javits  and  Daniel  Patrick 
Moynihan  recently  joined  a  committee 
organized  by  the  Greater  New  York 
Conference  on  Soviet  Jewry  to  obtain 
Sharansky's  release. 

Warning  From  Carter 
President  Carter  and  Secretary  of 
State  Cyrus  Vance  have  also  cautioned 
the  Soviet  leaders  against  continuing 
with  the  trial  of  Sharansky  and  others, 
warning  that  it  could  harm  Soviet- 
Ameriran  relations. 

In  addition  to  the  ACM,  other  com¬ 
puter  scientists  have  joined  the  protest 
against  Sharansky's  imprisonment. 
Their  numbers  include  300  attendees 
at  the  Fifth  International  Joint  Con¬ 
ference  on  Artificial  Intelligence,  who 
wrote  to  Soviet  Communist  Party 
Chief  Leonid  Brezhnev  asking  for  Sha¬ 
ransky's  release. 
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But  Overtures  Spurned 


IBM,  Justice  Huddle  On  Settlement 


By  E.  Drake  Lundell  Jr. 

And  Catherine  Arnst 

CW  Staff 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  One  of 
IBM's  top  outside  attorneys  here 
huddled  recently  with  the  No.  2  man 
in  the  Justice  Department  to  discuss 
possible  ways  of  settling  the 
government's  almost  nine-year-old 
antitrust  suit  against  the  firm.  Justice 
Department  sources  said  last  week. 

Lloyd  Cutler  of  Wilmer,  Cutler  and 
Pickering  —  a  lawyer  who  has  handled 
the  delicate  negotiations  leading  to 
out-of-court  settlements  in  antitrust 
cases  in  the  past  and  who  now  repre-. 

Bell-Led  Task 
Plan  Limiting 

By  Ronald  A.  Frank 

CW  Staff 

WASHINGTON,  DC,  -  An  in¬ 
dustrywide  reorganization  of  basic 
telecommunications  services  that 
could  drastically  alter  the  cost  for  busi¬ 
ness  users'  phone  service  has  been 
proposed  by  a  telephone  industry  task 

Described  as  a  "conceptual  frame¬ 
work,"  the  proposal  was  sent  to  the 
House  and  Senate  subcommittees  on 
communications.  It  contains  four 
categories  under  which  all  telecom¬ 
munications  services  would  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  existing  carriers  and  their 
competitors,  the  specialized  carriers. 

In  general,  the  task  force's  proposal 
eliminates  all  methods  by  which  users 
of  private  systems  now  reach  the 
phone  network's  dial-up  facilities  and 
eliminates  the  foreign  exchange  ser¬ 
vices  now  available  from  local 
telephone  companies  for  such  connec¬ 
tions,  according  to  an  AT&T  spokes- 


Anticompetitive  Move? 

Although  some  industry  observers 
called  the  proposal  concessionary  be¬ 
cause  it  appears  to  provide  ground 
rules  under  which  competition  could 
exist,  others  said  the  plan  merely  reaf¬ 
firms  the  telephone  industry's  deter¬ 
mination  against  sharing  any  of  its 
business  with  new  carriers. 

The  task  force  —  made  up  of  AT&T 
and  smaller  telephone  companies 
across  the  nation  —  prepared  the 
framework  at  the  request  of  the  House 
subcommittee,  which  is  currently 
working  on  a  rewrite  of  the  Com¬ 
munications  Act  of  1934.  All  inter¬ 
ested  groups  had  been  requested  to 
submit  ideas  to  the  subcommittee,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  spokesman  for  subcom¬ 
mittee  member  Rep.  Tim  Wirth  (D- 
Colo). 

Under  the  most  straightforward  part 


sents  IBM  —  met  with  Associate  At¬ 
torney  General  Michael  Egan  and  John 
Shenefield,  head  of  the  Antitrust  Divi¬ 
sion,  the  sources  said. 

Cutler  reportedly  made  several 
specific  proposals  for  ending  the  case, 
although  all  attempts  to  confirm  that 
with  any  of  the  parties  to  the  meeting 
were  rebuffed  last  week  when  all  three 
refused  to  answer  or  return  mbre  than 
two  dozen  phone  calls. 

However,  the  settlement  overture  ap¬ 
parently  was  rejected  and  lawyers 
directing  the  case  told  the  trial  team  in 
New  York  last  week  a  settlement  was 
not  in  the  wind  despite  the  circulation 

Force  Urges 
Net  Choices 

of  the  task  force's  proposal.  Category 
I,  existing  telephone  companies  would 
continue  to  provide  regular  local  and 
long  distance  telephone  service.  Rates 
would  continue  to  be  averaged  na¬ 
tionwide  to  keep  down  costs  in  rural 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


of  "rumors"  about  IBM  political  pres¬ 
sure  for  such  a  move. 

Letter  Not  Discussed  n 

The  meeting  was  ostensibly  called  in 
order  to  review  charges  made  ih  a  letter 
to  Shenefield  from  Nicholas  deB.  Kat- 
zehbach,  IBM  chief  counsel,  blasting 
the  conduct  of  Antitrust  Division  at¬ 
torneys  in  the  handling  of  certain 
documents. 

Ih  particular,  Katzenbach  reportedly 
said  documents  allegedly  linking  him 
with  the  laundering  of  language  of 
memos  from  top  IBM  officials  [CW, 
Dec.  5]  were  an  "unwarranted  "  attack 
on  his  integrity. 

However,  the  subject  matter  of  the 
letter  was  reportedly  not  discussed  at 
the  meeting,  with  Cutler  instead  sug¬ 
gesting  the  parties  begin  a  "dialogue" 
aimed  at  settling  the  case. 

In  one  proposal,  Cutler  suggested  a 
three-person  commission  be  es¬ 
tablished  to  review  the  case  and  make 
recommendations  on  how  it  should  be 
settled,  the  sources  indicated. 

The  inclusion  of  Egan  in  the  meeting 
was  particularly  meaningful,  sources. 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Mini/Micro  Options  Grow 


By  Esther  Surden 
CW  Staff 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.  —  Minicomputer 
and  microcomputer  vendors  in¬ 
troduced  a  raft  of  products  at  last 
week's  Mini/Micro  Computer  Con¬ 
ference  and  Exposition,  ranging  from  a 
desktop  computer  from  Pertec  Com¬ 
puter  Corp.  to  Trident  disk  drive  sub¬ 
systems  for  use  with  minicomputers 
from  California  Computer  Products, 

Most  of  the  products  introduced  here 
were  peripheral  equipment,  showing 
that  area  to  be  one  of^great  user  in- 


Pertec  dubbed  its  desktop  computer 
offering  the  Attache.  Weighing  25 
pounds,  the  system  is  based  on  an 
8080  microprocessor  and  comes  in  a 
white  case  with  an  upper  and  lower 
case  Ascii  keyboard. 

The  system  uses  the  5-100  bus  con¬ 
figuration  and  includes  a  10-slol  bus,  a 
spokesman  said.  Standard  features  in¬ 
clude  LED  indicators  for  on/off  and 
system  status,  a  programmable  read¬ 
only  memory  monitor  that  controls 
operation  of  the  system  from  the 
keyboard  and  a  CRT  output  jack,  the 
firm  said. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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Two  Indicted  in  ATM  Fraud  Caper 

By  Catherine  Arnst 
CW  Staff 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  -  Two  men  al¬ 
legedly  bilked  the  Union  Planters  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  (UP)  here  of  $3,885  by 
making  false  deposits  and  real  with¬ 
drawals  at  the  bank's  automated  teller 
machines  (ATMs). 

Alexander  Bucarz  and  Steven 
Richardson  have  been  indicted  for 
conspiring  to  defraud  the  bank  after 
$4,500  in  phony  deposits  were  made  to 
Bucarz's  account  and  $3,885  was 
withdrawn  over  a  weekend  in  June. 
The  trial  of  the  two  men,  who  pleaded 
innocent,  is  scheduled  for  early  next 
month. 

According  to  Sgt.  F.J.  Maxey,  the  of¬ 
ficer  in  charge  of  the  case,  Bucarz  ap¬ 
plied  for  a  debit  card  from  the  bank  to 
be  used  at  one  of  its  Docutel  automatic 
tellers,  which  operate  24  hours  a  day. 
Bucarz  then  allegedly  told  Richardson 
his  secret  code  and  went  to  California, 
leaving  directions  for  Richardson  to 
get  the  card  from  his  house  when  it  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  mail. 

Firm  Suspects 


By  Tim  Scannell 
CW  Staff 

BRAINTRTE,  Mass.  —  Detectives 
here  confiscated  four  truckloads  of 
plastic  merchandise  and  company  rec¬ 
ords  from  Chemical  Maintenance 
Corp.  in  what  is  believed  to  be  a 
computer-assisted  larceny  scheme  in¬ 
volving  $500,000  worth  of  goods. 

The  alleged  crime  apparently  in¬ 
volved  underbilling  for  plastic  bags 
sold  by  American  Cellophane  and 
Plastic  Films  Co.,  Inc.  to  Chemical 
Maintenance  Corp.,  according  to  the 
complaint  filed  with  Suffolk  Superior 
Court. 

American  Cellophane  officials  be¬ 
lieve  that  an  unidentified  employee  al- 


After  getting  the  card,  Richardson 
went  to  various  ATMs  and  made  two 
bogus  deposits  of  $1,000  and  $3,500  to 
Bucarz's  account,  according  to  the 
charges.  With  the  UP  system,  deposits 
are  made  by  keying  in  the  amount  and 
depositing  an  envelope  with  the 
money.  However,  empty  envelopes 
were  deposited  to  Bucarz's  account. 
The  system  automatically  credits  an 
account  with  a  deposit,  which  allowed 
immediate  withdrawals.  Most  of  the 
withdrawals  were  made  at  Ad- 
dressograph-Multigraph  point-of-sale 
terminals  UP  has  installed  in  su¬ 
permarkets.  Thert  terminals  allow 
customers  to  either  credit  their  gro¬ 
ceries  to  their  account  or  make  with¬ 
drawals  at  the  supermarket,  according 
to  James  Miller,  security  manager  at 
UP .  Richardson  then  mailed  a  cashier's 
check  for  $1,600  to  Bucarz  in 
California,  Miller  said.  • 

The  bank's  security  department  was 
notified  of  the  theft.by  the  teller  who 
processed  the  deposits.  The  bank  had 
been  keeping  track  of  others  in  the 


Jegedly  collaborated  with  Chemical 
"Maintenance  Corp.  to  input  false  pay¬ 
ment  information  into  American- 
Cellophane's  DP  system.  Assistant 
District  Attorney  Joseph  Doyle  said. 

Sources  believe  the  fraud  was  com¬ 
mitted  through  use  of  a  flagging  code 
that  would  prompt  the  CPU  to  falsely 
indicate  certain  accounts  receivable  as 
paid. 

Officials  of  American  Colipphane  be¬ 
lieve  the  scheme  went  on  for  approx¬ 
imately  two  years.  Their  records  were 
also  impounded  and  will  be  included 
along  with  the  evidence  presented  be¬ 
fore  a  grand  jury. 

Neither  side  would  comment  on  the 
matter,  pending  an  investigation. 


Memphis  area  who  had  attempted 
similar  schemes  and  through  these 
persons  gained  Richardson's  name, 
supposedly  because  he  had  been  brag¬ 
ging  about  the  crime,  Maxey  said. 

When  the  bank  contacted  the  police, 
Maxey  discovered  an  outstanding  war¬ 
rant  in  the  files  for  Richardson's  arrest 
for  passing  bad  checks.  That  warrant 
was  served  and  while  the  suspect  was 
being  questioned,  he  implicated  both 
himself  and  Bucarz  in  the  UP  crime, 
Maxey  said. 

Bucarz  was  charged  witlT  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretenses  and 
Richardson  with  violation  of  the 
state's  recently  passed  debit  card  law; 
if  found  guilty,  each  can  receive  sen¬ 
tences  of  three  to  10  years.  Both  have 
been  convicted  on  privious  felony 
charges. 

The  bank  has  never  been  the  victim 
of  this  type  of  fraud  before.  Miller 
said.  However,  when  the  system  was 
designed,  it  was  anticipated  that  a  card 
holder  would  try  to  get  from  his  ac¬ 
count  money  that  he  didn't  have  and 
the  cost  of  the  system  was  figured  to 
cover  those  types  of  losses,  he  said. 

What  made  this  particular  crime  dif¬ 
ferent  was  the  conspiracy  element,  in 
which  one  person  allegedly  used 
another  person's  card.  The  program 
has  now  been  changed  to  prevent  such 
a  crime  from  being  perpetrated  again, 
he  said,  although  he  would  not  de¬ 
scribe  these  changes. 

Miller  justifed  the  vulnerability  of 
the  tank's  system- by  citing  the  adder! 
customer  convenience  it  provides.  "1 
think  you'll  find  that  our  terminals  are 
some  of  the  most  used  in  the  country" 
according  to  most  studies  done,  he 
said.  Had  the  media  not  exposed  this 
case  to  the  extent  it  did,  the  bank 
might  never  have  made  the  changes 
because  most  people  would  not  be 
aware  of  the  vulnerability  existed,  he 
added. 

The  bank's  ATMs  are  tied  to  an  IBM 
360/65  mainframe. 
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In  $500,000  Plastics  Theft 
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"Our  division  is  now  an  independent  profit 
center,  serving  outside  clients,  in  addition  to 
meeting  the  internal  needs  of  Carte  Blanche. 

In  our  business,  lost  tirrie  quickly  means  lost  revenue. 
To  prevent  that,  our  operations  group  uses  LOOK 
throughout  the  day  to  see  what  is  in  the  computer, 
what  resources  are  being  used,  and  what  jobs 
are  waiting  to  be  processed.  LOOK  lets  us  see 
where  the  inefficiencies  are  and  take  corrective 
action, "  Mr.  Kenneth  Panzarella  commented. 

"We  really  don't  know  how  much  it  would  cost 
us  if  we  didn't  have  LOOK,  because  it  shows  us 
things  that  are  just  starting  to  happen.  With  LOOK, 
we  can  stop  and  change  before  serious  time 
losses  occur.  We  are  sure  that  LOOK  has  paid 
for  itself  many  times  oyer." 


"We  needed  a  programming  system. which  would 
allow  us  to  work  efficiently  at  remote  client 
locations,"  Mr.  Panzarella  continued.  "We  looked 
at  ROSCOE  — as  well  as  competing  systems. 

After  comparing  cost,  productivity  gains,  and  CPU 
overhead  requirements,  we  chose  ROSCOE." 

"ROSCOE's  on-line  programming  capabilities 
allow  our  programmers  to  work  at  peak  efficiency 
regardless  of  location.  Our  programmers  are  happier 
and  they  have  a  higher  degree  of  professionalism. 

It  keeps  costs  down  and  makes  us  more 
competitive.  ROSCOE  has  increased  our  ability 
to  do  a  better  job  for  both  our  service  bureau 
customers  and  Carte  Blanche.  We're  positive 
we  made  the  right  choice." 


Each  ADR  product  is  not  just  a  program  but  a  complete  package  with  full  documentation'and  on-site  support.  ADR  is  the  only 
software  company  with  50  branch  offices  and  representatives  in  over  30  countries— each  staffed  with  ADR-trained  technicians. 
For  more  information  on  what  ADR  software  can  do  for  you,  call  or  write; 

APPLIED  DATA  RESEARCH  the  om- line  software  builders”' 

Route  206  Center,  Princeton,  N.J.  08540,  Phone:  609-924-9100 


gives  Carte  Blanche 
a  competitive  edge  in  attracting 
blue  chip  clients  and  programmers.*’ 
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Peripherals  Dominate  Debuts  at  Mini/Micro 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

The  basic  configuration  costs  $1,449 
assembled  and  tested.  The  firm  can  be 
reached  at  21111  Erwin  St.,  Woodland 
Hills,  Calif.  91367. 

Calcomp  came  to  Mini/Micro  with 
three  disk  subsystems,  a  floppy  disk 
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system  and  its  recently  announced 
Model  906  on-line  plotter  controller. 
The  disk  drive  systems  were  designed 
to  operate  with  the  Digital  Equipment 
Corp.  PDP-11  family,  the  Data 
General  Corp.  Nova  or  Eclipse  systems 
and  the  General  Automation  16  series. 
The  drives  incorporated  in  the  sys¬ 
tems  handle  f^om  2SM  bytes  to  300M 
bytes  of  storage  on  each  drive;  a  sub¬ 
system  can  include  up  to  2.4G  bytes,  a 
spokesman  said. 

The  2251  controller  for  DG  minis 
costs  $8,294;  the  2350  for  GA  systems 
is  priced  at  $8,900  and  the  2551,  which 
interfaces  to  DEC  systems,  costs 
$8,294. 


The  floppy  disk  system  was  designed 
for  use  with  any  processor  having  an 
RS-232C  communications  port,  the 
firm  explained.  It  includes  two  floppy 
disk  drives,  power  supply,  cables  and  a 
microprocessor-driven  controller  that 
supports  as  many  as  four  drives  and 
up  to  two  RS-232C  connected  drives, 
the  spokesman  said. 

It  can  use  either  single-sided  or 
double-sided  media.  The  subsystem 
costs  $3,630  with  an  an  RS-232C  in¬ 
terface  or  S-100  bus  interface  and 
$3,830  with  an  LSl-11  interface.  These 
prices  include  two  double-sided  drives, 
a  controller  and  the  interface.  Calcomp 
is  at  2411  W.  La  Palma,  Anaheim, 
Calif.  92801. 

Intel  Add-In 

An  add-in  memory  card  said  to  be 
software-compatible  with  DEC 
PDP-11/04  and  11/34  minis  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  Intel  Memory  Systems. 
The  card  uses  8K  and  16K  random- 
access  memory  devices  to  provide  32K, 
48K  or  64K  by  18  bits  of  memory 
capacity.  The  card  fits  into  a  single 
PDP-11  hex  height  card  slot,  the  com¬ 
pany  said. 

Parity  checking  is  a  standard  feature 
of  the  system  while  a  status  control 
register  allows  the  host  system  to  lo¬ 
cate  and  record  a  failing  memory  ad¬ 


dress,  a  spokesman  explained.  The  use 
of  a  DEC  parity  controller  module  is 
reportedly  unnecessary. 

The  32K  version  costs  $2,625.  The 
48K  and  64K  version  will  not  be 
available  until  the  second  quarter  of 
1978,  the  company  noted  from  1302 
N.  Mathilda  Ave.,  Sunnyvale,  Calif. 
94086. 

Memorex  Drive 

Memorex  Corp.  also  came  to  the 
show  with  a  minicomputer  peripheral 
—  a 'dual-headed  floppy  disk  drive. 
Called  the  552,  the  unit  incorporates 
two  ceramic  read/write  heads* that  al¬ 
low  recording  of  reading  of  data  on 
both  sides  of  a  dual-sided  floppy  disk, 
a  spokesman  explained.  The  550, 
Memorex's  single-sided  drive,  can  be 
converted  to  the  552  by  a  "simple  fac¬ 
tory  procedure, "  the  firm  said. 

The  unit  offers  a  capacity  of  up  to 
1,600K  bytes  of  unformatted  data  or 
492K  bytes  in  IBM  4964  format.  Ac¬ 
cess  time  is  3  msec  per  track  and  the 
data  transfer  rate  is  250K  byte/sec  in 
single-density  mode.  Addition  of  a 
controller  will  allow  the  unit  to  be 
operated  in  double-density  mode 
"without  modification,  "  the  company 
said. 

The  552  floppy  disk  drive  costs  $585 
in  OEM  quantities.  Memorex  is 
located  at-San  Tomas  at  Central  Expy., 
Santa  Clara,  Calif.  95052. 

Two  drum-type  form  printer 
mechanisms  were  brought  to  the  show 
by  Anadex,  Inc.  The  FPM-600  and  the 
FPMr700  are  numeric  and  al¬ 
phanumeric '  printer  units  that  can 
print  up  to  19  columns  on  either  stan¬ 
dard  medical  forms  or  forms  of  vary¬ 
ing  widths,  a  spokesman  said. 

The  FPM-^00  costs  $425  and  the  700 
costs  $695  for  the  basic  unit,  the 
spokesperson  noted.  The  company  is 
at  9825  DeSoto  Ave.,  Chatsworth, 
Calif.  91311. 

A  company  called  Innotek  brought 
its  MT-100  mini  cartridge  tape  system 
that  can  directly  interface  to  the  S-100 
bus.  The  MT-100  unit  incorporates  a 


Qantex  M200  minidrive  and  costs 
$845.  Another  drive  can  be  added  for 
$495.  Innotek  is  at  23059  Leonora 
Drive,  Woodland  Hills,  Calif.  91367. 

Centronics  Printer 

Centronics  Data  Computer  Corp. 
came  to  Mini/Micro  with  another 
printer  designed  for  use  with 
microcomputers.  Called  the  Micro- 
printer-Sl,  it  features  a  7-bit  Ascii 
serial  RS-232C  interface  with  parity 
and  switch-selectable  transmission 
rates  from  50  bit/sec  to  9,600  bit/sec, 
the  firm  said.  The  unit  uses  aluminum- 
coated  paper. 

Printing  is  accomplished  through  the 
discharge  of  an  electric  arc  to  penetrate 
the  coatir^,  which  is  less  than  one 
micron  thick,  a  spokesman  said.  The 
printer  can  operate  at  150  line/in.  and 
five,  10  or  20  char./in.  are^software 
selectable.  It  comes  with  a  192-chat, 
first-in-first-out  buffer.  Priced  at 
$695,  the  first  unit  will  be  availaNe  in 
the  first  quarter,  Centronics  said  from 
its  headquarters  in  Hudson,  N.H. 
03051. 


Tax  Group 
Asks  for  Help 

MONTVALE,  N.J.  -  The  New 
York  State  Tax  Commission  has 
asked  the  Association  of  Data  Proc¬ 
essing  Service  Organizations 
(Adapso)  to  form  a  task  force  to  aid 
in  drafting  state  sales  tax  reg¬ 
ulations  for  software  and  services. 

The  task  force  will  solicit  examples 
of  problems  believed  to  be  unique  in 
these  areas  so  that  its  proposals  may 
consider  as  many  problem  situa¬ 
tions  as  possible. 

Those  interested  in  providing 
material  to  the  task  force  should 
promptly  contact  Bob  Goldstein, 
Adapso,  210  Summit  Ave.,  Mont- 
vale,  N.J.  07645. 


The  DELTA  4050  Display  Terminal 
with  proven  Burroughs, 
Hont\ywell  &  Univac  emulation 
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IBM  Encryption  Devices 
Designed  for  Point-to-Point 
And  Intranet  Transmissions 


By  Brad  Schultz 
CW  Staff 

WHITE  PLAINS,  N.Y.  -  IBM  has 
announced  three  encryption  devices  — 
two  for  protection  of  point-to-point 
data  transmissions  and  a  third  for 
SKuritv  of  advanced  DP  installations. 
The  tabletop  3845  and  rack-mounted 
3846  encryption  devices  protect  point- 
to-point  transmissions  —  between  a 
computer  and  inquiry  terminal,  for  ex¬ 
ample  -  and  are  adaptable  to  a  variety 
of  hardware  manufacturers,  the 
spokesman  said. 

J'be  IBM  Cryptographic  Subsystem, 
the  third  product  announced,  protects 
data  networks,  he  continued,  noting 
that  it  is  a  combination  of  hardware 
and  software  for  IBM  370  CPUs. 

Encryption  entails  transmitting  in¬ 
formation  in  secret  code  form  and  de‘ 
ciphering  it  at  the  receiving  end,  the 
spokesman  explained,  noting  that  by 
this  scheme  information  intercepted  en 
route  would  be  incomprehensibli;  to 
anyone  not  having  the  "key"  by  which 
the  Information  is  encoded  and  de¬ 
coded. 

An  encryption  key  is  a  string  of  bits, 
he  said,  adding  that  since  each  bit  may 
be  either  "0"  or  "1,"  the  S6-bit  key 
IBM  uses  may  have  2“  —  or  about  72 
quadrillion  —  distinct  combinations. 

IBM's  encryption  method  has  been 
approved  as  a  Federal  Information 
Processing  Standard  by  the  National 
Bureau  of  Standards  [CW,  Dec.  20, 
1976],  although  its  impregnability  has 
been  questioned  [CW,  Dec.  5, 1977}. 
Users  can  install  both  3845  and  3846 
devices  and  change  keys  by  means  of  a 
hand-held  keyboard  unit,  and  no  pro¬ 
gramming  changes  are  needed  to  use 
the  devices  with  most  CPUs,  terminals 
and  carrier  equipment,  the  spokesman 
maintained. 

Typical  Configurations 
A  typical  3845  or  3846  configuration 
for  computer-to-terminal  communica¬ 
tion  consists  of  a  CPU-3845  or 
3846-modem-transmission  lines-mod- 
em-3845  or  3846-terminal  combina¬ 
tion,  in  that  sequence,  he  said. 

The  Cryptographic  Subsystem  en¬ 
crypts  data  stor^  on  magnetic  tape 
and  disk  files  and  is  comprised  of  two 
software  products  and  one  hardware 
product. 

The  constituent  software  products 
are  the  Programmed  Cryptographic 
Facility  Program  and  the  Advanced 
Communications  Function  for  Virtual 
Telecommunications  Access  Method 
(ACFA'tam). 

The  constituent  hardware  product  is 
the  3276  control  unit  display  encrypt/- 
decrypt  feature. 

IBM  is  not  the  first  vendor  to  offer 
encryption  file  protection  for  IBM 
products.  Earlier  this  year,  Odyssey 
Systems,  Inc.  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
announced  a  software  product  called 
Fortress  aimed  at  360/370  users  and 
said  to  employ  the  same  NBS  encryp¬ 
tion  method  in  protecting  source,  ob¬ 
ject  and  load  modules  as  well  as  data 
files  [CW,  April  11]. 

The  purchase  price  of  Fortress  was 
set  well  under  the  announced  prices  of 
IBM's  encryption  products.  'The  unit 
price  of  Fortress  object  code  with 


documentation  was  set  at  $975, 
whereas  IBM  announced  3845  and 
3846  purchase  prices  ranging  from 
$2,125  to. $3,600  per  unit  —  depending 
on  the  model  selected.  Thy  hand-held 
keyboard  unit  for  use  with  3845  and 
3846  devices  costs  $265. 

The  IBM  Programmed  Crypto¬ 
graphic  Facility  Program  and  the 
ACF/Vtam  ertcrypt/decrypt  feature 
are  available  for  monthly  license  fees 
of  $250  and  $125  respectively.  The 
terminal  encryption/decryption  fea¬ 
ture  costs  $1,710  or  $42/mo  under  a 


IBM  Encryption  Subsystem 


Computer  Associates  improves  the  fabulous 

Dwifmi/ 

The  most  advanced  and  complete  Disk  Space 
and  Catalog  Management  Software  system  ever 
released  to  IBM  users  Is  now ...  better  than  ever! 


DYNAM/D  made  available  to  DP  Managers  a  software 
system  that  solved  the  most  vexing  and  time  consum¬ 
ing  design  deficiencies  of  IBM  360/370  DOS  and 
OOS/VS  installations. 

DYNAM/D  brought  together  all  the  basic  features 
needed  for  complete  disk  management, 
catalog  management  and  even 
provided  device  Independence 
with  password  file  security! 

NOW  -  -  DYNAM/D  has  been 
enhanced  to  provide  the  follow- 
Ing  new  facilities: 

•  Disk  -Pool  Management  allows  / 

the  user  to  select  from  a  group  / 

or  pool  of  disk  volume  serial  numbers^^^^  / 
to  allocate  disk  space  and  It  can  be  setup  to  / 
relate  to  the  partition  a  program  Is  executing.  I 

•  Protected  Disk  Volume  Areas  can  be  defined  I 

so  these  areas  are  never  used  by  DYNAM/D  I 
to  allocate  space.  I 

•  Backup/Restore  of  DASD  is  now  provided.  Save 

any  disk  file  onto  tape  and 
then  restore  the  file  from 
tape  to  disk. 

And  there  are  many  more  en- 
heuicements  to  save  disk  space 
■  and  improve  catalog  manage- 

R  ment.  No  other  software 

1^  system  offers  all  of  those 

'W  features  plus  these 

•  Automatic  Disk  Space  Allocation  with  full  recovery 
capabilities  as  the  file  Is  opened,  not  before 

the  job  is  initiated.  And  automatic  secondary 
allocation  if  additional  space  is' needed. 

•  True  Catalog  Management  allows  control  of  the  phys¬ 
ical  attributes  of  the  disk  file  separately  from  job 
control. 

•  Total  File  Security  through  matching  password. 

•  Device  Independence  eliminates  need  for  costly  pro¬ 
gram  modification  when  new  DASD  devices  are  added 


DYNAM/D  has  been  tested  and  proven  in  user  IBM 
installations  world-wide.  DYNAM/D  is  the  most  com¬ 
plete,  most  efficient,  useful  and  trouble-free  Disk  and 
Catalog  Management  System  in  the  world.  It  stands 
alone  for  there  Is  nothing  else  like  It. 

CREATED  AND  SUPPORTED  BY  COMPUTER 
ASSOCIATES  -  ORIGINATORS  OF  THE  NUMBER 
ONE  SORT  SOFTWARE,  CA-SORT. 

DYNAM/D  is  a  development  of  an  international 
team  of  dedicated  professionals.  The  continuing 
research  has  resulted  in  the  enhancements  described 
I  -  -  and  more  are  to  bo  announced  later  this  year. 

Little  wonder  that  CA-SORT  users’  ratings  have 
earned  CA-SORT  a  position  on  Datapro's  Honor  Roll 
for  1975  and  1976.  Users  acclaimed  not  only  the  ac¬ 
tual  results,  but  the  excellent  technical  support  pro- 


TEST  DYNAM/D  lor  ISrDAYS  FREE! 

Send  for  more  details  today.  Just  fill-in  and  mail  the 
coupon  or  call  us  collect.  We'll  rush  a  complete  Infor¬ 
mation  Kit  and  details  of  the  FREE  ISOay  trial.  No 


COMPUTER  ASSOCIATES 


ISaCONniTERWOlILD 
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SCDP  Honors  Taylor 

MEMPHIS,  Term.  —  The  Society  cessing  professionals."  Taylor  is 
of  Certified  Data  Processors  deeply  involved  in  legal  DP  issues, 
(SCDP)  has  presented  its  first  the  society  noted. 

Founding  Father  Award  to  Alan  As  for  the  future  of  the  award  it- 
Taylor,  citing  his  "contribution  to  self,  Vice-President  Jerry  J.  Martin 
data  processing  professionalism."  said  the  SCDP  will  "call  it  the 
Taylor,  a  Computerworld  colum-  Taylor  award.  After  all,  there  are 
nist,  created  the  SCDP  in  1971  with  many  women  members  of  SCDP 
the  goal  of  making  it  an  organiza-  and  the 'Founding  Father'  name  just 
tion  of  "legally  recognized  data  pro-  won't  do'at  all." 


IBM,  Justice  Brass  Huddle 


Interest  may  have  been  renewed  in  a 
settlement  on  the  side  of  IBM,  either 
■  legal  sources  indicated  last  week,  be- 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
said,  because  he  is  the  highest  rariking 
official  in  the  department  who  can  deal 
with  the  case.  Attorney  General  Grif¬ 
fin  Bell  excused  himself  from  acting  on  _ _ 

the  IBM  case  because  his  Georgia  law  economist, 
firm  represented  IBM.  ,  attorneys  had  expected. 

The  title  of  Associate  Attorney  If  IBM  loses  the  government 
General  was  recreated  particuarly  for  trust  case,  it  will  be  open  to  treble  anything 
Egan,  and  he  is  listed  as  the  No.  2  man  damage  suits  from  users  who  could  use  "If  we 


AT&T  Asks  Curbs  on  U.S. 
In  Antitrust  Evidence  Search 

By  Jeffry  Beeler  the  two  parties  spend  years  passing  re- 

CW  Staff  levant  documents  back  and  forth  bet- 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  Jus-  ween  each  other"  before  the  trial  even 
tice  Department  is  improperly  trying  begins,  the  spokesman  explained, 
to  obtain  evidence  in  its  antitrust  suit  In  its  pretrial  motions,  filed  at  U.S. 
against  AT&T  by  seeking  documents  District  Court  here,  AT&T  asked 
from  private  antitrust  cases  involving  Judge  Joseph  C.  Waddy  to  restrain 
the  firm,  AT&T  has  charged.  _  federal  attorneys  from  seeking  evi- 

The  allegation  appears  in  recent  pre-  dence  from  private  antitrust  suits, 
trial  motions  filed  here  shortly  after  Waddy  has  not  yet  responded, 
the  Supreme  Court  refused  to  hear  To  buttress  its  request,  AT&T  cited 
AT&T's  argument  that  the  three^year-  recent  appellate  court  decisions  which 
old  antitrust  suit  against  the  Bell  Sys-  it  claims  prohibit  the  use  of  such  docu- 
‘  should  be  dismissed  [CW,  Dec.Sj.  ments. 

L.j  1,..  1,  ,  -,pond  to  the  The  Justice  Department,  however, 


Asked  last  week  to  .  „  _  , _  _ _ _ 

cause  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Alan  charge,  a  Justice  Department  officiai  denies  knovvledgrof  any  such  appei- 

McAdams,  the-  government's  chief  agreed  that  the  government  has  sought  late  court  rulings,  the  source  replied. 

stronger  than  the  IBM  permission  to  review  sealed  records  In  fact,  when  the  issue  arose  during 

from  private  antitrust  suits  against  the  Litton  (;ase  recently,  a  magistrate  in 

AT&T.  But  he  denied  that  there  is  New  York  City  pronounced  the  prac- 

tproper  in  that  tactic.  tice  "sensible  and  innovative,  "  the  Jus- 

-  j  ,  ,  ,  ^  - -o - - - - -  vujidn't  use  documents  from  tice  Department  spokesman  reported. 

r  the  department  on  organizational  the  government  decision  as  prima  facie  private  antitrust  cases,  we  wouldn't  go  AT&T  officials  have  also  accused  the 
.  .  ....  evidence  that  IBM  monopolized  the  after  them,  "  the  spokesman  explained,  government  of  trying  to  rush  the  case 

--  1-.:  I*'""' ..  j  computer  market.  The  users  would  He  insisted  that  the  Justice  Depart-  to  court  before  AT&T's  attorneys  have 

political  czar  of  the  department,  then  only  have  to  prove  their  damages  ment  would  be  "negligent"  if  it  ig-  had  a  chance  to  prepare  an  adequate 

sources  said,  and  would  likely  be  con-  and  would  not  have  to  prove  IBM  nored  that  evidence.  defense 

monopolization.  Access  to  records  of  the  private  anti-  Company  Uwyers  contend  they  will 

pol  tical  implications.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Justice  De-  trust  suits  brought  against  the  Bell  need  at  least  four  years  to  ready  their 

Likewse,  Cutler  -  who  was  de-  partment  may  be  interested  in  a  settle-  System  by  Litton  Systems,  Inc.,  Wyly  case  for  trial, 

scribed  as  brilliant might  be  the  ment,  since  the  IBM  case  is  tying  up  a  Corp.  and  MCI  Communications  The  Justice  Department  admits  it 

d«»l  of  the  department's  re-  ^rp.  would  speed  up  preparation  of  favors  an  early  trial  date  but  insists 

negotiations  from  the  IBM  vieviyomt,  sources,  which  cpuld  be  devoted  to  both  the  government  and  AT&T  cases,  that  its  only  motive  in  resisting  delays 

antitrust  lawyers  here  indicated.  His  other  matters  if  the  case  were  ended.  "We  want  to  avoid  a  situation  where  is  to  cut  costs,  the  official  said*  ^ 

firm  has  extremely  close  ties  with  c  miu. 

SsHss—  Revamp  Plan  Limits  Users'  Net  Choices 

L  ■  .  J.  .  (Contmued  from  Page  1)  II  include  those,  provided  by  the  latest  move  by  the  telephone  industry 

Furthermore,  the  sources  indicated  areas,  the  task  force  said.  •  specialized  and  other  competing  car-  -  just  another  attempt  to  eliminate  the 

the  Cravath,  Swaine  &  Moore  "set-  Category  II  covers  special  com-  riers.  •  specialized  carriers, 

tier  "  who  specialized  in  settling  such  munications  networks  that  connect  a  The  key  to  this  provision  is  that  all  Another  regulatory  expert  said  the 

cases  had  retired  recently.  cutom^  s  various  locations.  Under  the  switching  equipment  must  be  within  plan  "puts,  everything  right  back  at 

Not  First  Powwow  P  networks  could  be  the  using  company,  according  to  the  square  one.  The  telephone  industry, 

Tho  .1,  r-  .  u  connected  to  the  nationwide  diaj-up  AT&T  spokesman.  This  would  apr  after  losing  the  interconnection  and 

The  meeting  was  not  the  first  be-  phone  network  only  through  switch-  parently  mean,  therefore,  that  a  sales-  specialized  carrier  battles,  will  now  try 

lofficia  sand  me  eauinmpnl  siirh  «  PRVc  p..c.  .u-  C:-1J  _ ij _ .  i _ _ .  j  .  .  .  / 


tween  Justice  Department  officials  and  ing  equipment  such  as  PBXs  at 
IBM  attorneys  about  the  case:  last  tomer  locations. 

January  Katzenbach  himself  met  with  A  charge  made  for  this  type  of  a  spctianzeu 

Donald  Baker,  then  head  of  the  Anti-  nection  would  allow  the  telephone  his  company, 
trust  Division,  in  what  was  reported  to  companies  to  recover  the  value  of  the  " 
be  an  attempt  to  outline  what  IBM  service  lost  because  of  the  traffic  on 
would  like  to  see  in  any  settlement  of  the  noncarrier  network, 
the  case  [CW,  Jan.  17].  Special 


the  field  would  not  be  able  to  to  use  every  legal  and  regulatory  tactic 
the  local  dial-up  network  to  access  to  stall  progress,  and  nobody  in  gov- 
specialized  common  carrier  used  by  ernment  has  the  guts  to  stand  up  to  it." 
is  company.  Among  the  services  that  would  be 

Category  III  covers  private  com-  eliminated  if  the  task  force  proposal 
munications  networks  provided  by  ex-  were  adopted  are  off-net  Common 
isting  or  specialized  carriers  or  by  the  Control  Switching  Arrangements 


covered  under  Category  user.Vuch'^nVtworks'^uTd’ rot  b^e (CCSA);  FT'kiles*  MCT^'^Kunet 
interconnect  with  the  dial-up  and  switched  private  line  service; 


payroll  obsolete  [ 
January  1J978?  I 


network. 

Category  IV  would  allow  certain  ser¬ 
vices  such  as  switchboards  and  phones 
at  customer  locations  to  have  direct  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  dial-up  network. 

Although  not  entirely  clear,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  users  who  access  networks 


IS  those  provided 


added  services  such  ai 
by  Telenet. 

Although  most  noncarrier  industry 
groups  were  studying  the  proposal  last 
week,  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  for 
Competitive  Telecommunication  is¬ 
sued  a  statement  that  said  the  task 


The  long  form  W-2  and  the  new  SSA  reporting  format  will 
obsolete  lots  of  360/370.  Burroughs  and  Honeywell  payroll 
software  in  1978  . .  . 

If  you  are  not  sure  that  your  payroll  software  is  ready  for  1978, 
call  Joe  Nestor  at  (617)  851-4111  -  Wang  Laboratories,  Inc., 
Lowell,  MA  01851 

You  don’t  have  much  time  left . . . 


J 


through  local  calls  would  no  longer  be  force  "seeks  the  same  objectives  as  ...» 
able  to  use  such  services  unless  their  Bell  Bill  under  the  guise  of  compro- 
calls  went  through  a  switchboard  at  mise." 

one  of  their  own  company  offices.  In  a  letter  sent  to  members  of  Con- 

This  would  virtually  eliminate  the  gress,  the  group  said  the  Bell  Bill 
type  of  service  now  provided  by  com-  "would  have  eliminated  competition 
panics  like  Telenet  Communications  by  a  single  stroke.  The  new  proposal 
Corp.,  several  industry  sources  said.  would  starve  us  out  of  existence.' 

Solution  to  Dilemma  J*’®  proposal  would  severely  curtail 

the  services  that  competing  carriers  are  . 
Asked  if  the  new  framework  were  now  allowed  to  provide,  an  industry 
meant  as  a  substitute  for  the  AT&T-  source  said. 

fostered  Consumer  Communications  It  would  also  eliminate  important 
Reform  Act,  the  AT&T  spokesman  money-saving  services  from  the 
said  the  Reform  Act  had  been  mainly  telephone  companies  that  business 
designed  to  get  people  to  think  about  users  need,  he  added, 
the  issues  while  the  latest  framework  is  The  House  Subcommittee  on  Com- 
the  first  step  toward  finding  solutions  munications  will  begin  drafting  leg- 
to  the  dilemma.  islation  in  January  to  update  the  Com- 

A  spokesman  for  one  of  .  the  munications  Act;  the  legislation  is  ex- 
specialized  common  carriers  called  the  pected  to  be  introduced  into  Congress 
about  Easter. 
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Justice,  FTC  Oppose  Antitrust  Review  Bill 


By  Edith  Holmes 
CW  Staff 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  The  Jus¬ 
tice  Department  and  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  (FTC)  joined  forces  here 
last  week  to  oppose  legislation  that 
would  create  a  special  commission  to 
conduct  a  comprehensive  study  of 
competition  in  the  U.S.  economy. 

Sponsored  by  Rep.  Morris  K.  Udall 
(D-Ariz.)  and  40  others,  H.R.  6098 
would  mandate  a  broad  review  of  all 
the  factors  contributing  to  increasing 
industrial  concentration  and  the 
threats  bigness  in  business  poses  to  the 
free  enterprise  system  (see  story  on 
Page  £!). 

"I  do  not  believe  the  general  study  of 
competition  or  the  antitrust  lawrs  con¬ 
templated  by  this,  proposed  legislation 
is  either  necessary  at  this  time  or  likely 
to  result  in '  the  kind  of  report  that 
would  prove  useful,"  John  H.  Shene- 
field.  Justice's  assistant  attorney 
general  for  antitrust,  told  the  House 
Monopolies  and  Commercial  Law 
Subcorhmittee  during  hearings  o 
Competition  Review  Act  of  1977. 

The  proposed  study  is  "entirely  too 
broad  and  ambitious,"  Shenefield  con¬ 
tended.  He  is  worried  the  three-year 
commission  would  take  staff  and  re¬ 
sources  from  the  already  hard-pressed 
antitrust  enforcement  agencies. 

The  antitrust  chief  favors  the  ap¬ 
proach  President  Carter  took  recently 
in  setting  up  a  commission  that  will 
study  two  topics  in  six  months  -  anti¬ 
trust  exemptions  and  how  to  handle 
complex  cases. 

FTC  Chairman  Michael  Pertschuk 
said  his  agency  supports  the  purposes 
of  the  bill,  but  added  there  are  "several 
possible  disadvantages  that  give  us 
concern." 

A  commission  of  the  kind  USall  has 
proposed  might  be  used  as  an  excuse 
to  frustrate  ongoing  enforcement  ac¬ 
tivities,  Pertschuk  noted.  Several  of 
the  industries  the  bill  would  have  the 
commission  examine  are  already  the 
subject  of  FTC  investigations. 

Senate  Starts  Shuffle 
After  McClellan  Death 

The  recent  death  of  Sen.  John  L.  Mc¬ 
Clellan  (D-Ark.)  has  precipitated 
leadership  shuffles  in  several  key  sen¬ 
ate  committees  that  affect  computers 
and  communications  issues. 

McClellan,  who  headed  the  powerful 
Senate  Appropriations  Committee, 
will  be  replaced  by  Sen.  Warren  D. 
Magnuson  (D-Wash.),  Capitol  Hill 
sources  agree.  This  promotion  for 
Magnuson  will  mean  a  vacancy  chair¬ 
manship  in  the  Senate  Commerce 
Committee,  home  of  the  Subcommittee 
on  Communications. 

The  senator  considered  the  most 
likely  choice  to  head  the  Commerce 
Committee  is  Howard  W.  Cannon  (D- 
Nev.),  sources  said.  As  head  of  the 
Senate  Rules  Committee,  which  gov¬ 
erns  the  Senate's  own  computer  opera¬ 
tions,  Cannon  is  familiar  with  com¬ 
puter  and  communications  issues,  and 
no  one  contacted  by  Computerworld 
expects  the  direction  of  the  Commerce 
Committee  or  its  Communications 
Subcommittee  to  change  under  Can- 

The  slot  is  expected  to  be  filled  by 
Sen.  Claiborne  Pell  (D-R.I.). 

Pell  sat  on  the  Rules  Committee  as 
one  of  its  members,  but  sources  agree 


Washington  Update 


he  is  the  "unknown  quantity"  in  the 
Magnuson-Cannon-Pell  triad. 

VA  Moves  on  Target, 
Picks  HIS  as  Supplier 

With  a  congressional  go-ahead  and 
$18.4  million  fn  hand  for  fiscal  year 
1978,  the  Veterans  Administration 
(VA)  has  selected  Honeywell  Informa¬ 
tion  Systems,  Inc.  to  install  its 


Intended  to  process  veterans  com¬ 


pensation,  pension  and  education  ben¬ 
efit  claims.  Target  drew  considerable 
fire  from  members  of  Congress  over 
the  summer  (CW,  Aug.  1), 

Under  Target,  VA  regional  offices  in 
56  locations  across  the  U.S.  and  in 
Puerto  Rico  will  communicate  on-line 
via  satellite,  minicomputers  and  CRT 
terminals  to  large-scale  host  computers 
in  three  regional  DP  centers.  These  re¬ 
gional  host  systems  will,  in  turn,  com¬ 
municate  with  a  central  host  system 
containing  master  files,  according  to 
Max  Cleland,  VA  administrator. 


A  dual  Model  66/80  large-scale  sys¬ 
tem  at  HIS'  manufacturing  site  in 
Phoenix  will  initially  be  used  for  con¬ 
version  and  testing.  A  dual  Model  66/- 
60  will  be  installed  next  May  in  Hines, 
Ill.,  to  serve  as  the  host  for  the  dis¬ 
tributed  system,  an  HIS  spokesman 
said. 

Dual  Model  66/80  systems  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  at  VA  regional  DP  centers  in 
Hines,  Los  Angeles  and  Philadelphia. 
Each  center  will  serve  approximately 
20  regional  offices. 

Equipment  in  these  offices  will  vary 
depending  on  the  size  of  the  facility, 
ranging  from  one  to  four  Model  6/37 
minicomputers,  from  10  to  137  Model 
7760  CRT  terminals  and  from  seven  to 
32  Rosy-26  advanced  model  serial 
printers. 


SPECIAL  SALE 
DIBOL  PACKAGES 

for  DEC  Data  Systems 

In  celebration  of  a  very  successful  third  anniversary  in  the 
packaged  software  business,  we  are  offering  a  10%  discount 
during  the  month  of  December  on  all  our  available  DIBOL  soft¬ 
ware  packages  for  DEC  Data  System  mini-computers: 

Accounts  Receivable  Accounts  Payable 
Payroll  General  Ledger 
Order  Entry  with  Inventory  Control 

Accountant’s  Client  Write-up 

Accountant’s  Time  and  Billing 
Lawyer’s  Time  and  Billing 

Versions  of  these  packages  exist  for  the  DEC  Data 
System  310,  320  and  350  series.  Versions  for  DEC  500  series 
systems  exist  for  the  five  general  accounting  packages  at  the 
top  of  the  list. 

The  special  discount  is  a  flat  10%  off  our  regular  license 
fees,  and  applies  to  both  single  and  multiple  use  licenses.  To 
qualify  for  this  discount,  orders  must  be  paid  in  full  and  re¬ 
ceived  at  MCBA  no  later  than  December  31,  1977. 

For  more  information  call  (213)  936-7131. 

"ol  fi\  Mini-Computer  Business  Applications,  Inc. 

(I  ■<  / 1 1  4929  Wilshire  Blvd.,  #940 
—JL/lI  Los  Angeles,  CA  90010  USA 

DIBOL*  and  OE^  we  registared  trademarks  ol  Digital  Equipment  Corp. 

DIBOL  sfands  for  Dlgit^l's  Busiriess  Oriented  Language. 
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To  Speed  Cases  Like  IBM,  AT&T 

Carter  Creates  Group  to  Eye  Antitrust  Process 


By  Edith  Holmes 
CW  Staff 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  President 
Carter  has  ordered  a  commission  into 
existence  to  deal  with  the  problems 
created  by  large  antitrust  cases  such  as 
those  involving  IBM  and  AT&T. 

The  commission  will  work  from  the 
assumption  that  the  antitrust  laws  are 
what  they  should  be,  but  that  pro¬ 
cedures  need  to  be  developed  to  allow 
these  laws  to  work  more  effectively 
through  the  Justice  Department's 
Antitrust  Division,  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  (FTC)  and  the  courts,  a 
Justice  Department  spokesman  said. 

Given  a  life  of  six  months  from  the 


time  the  last  of  its  15  members  is  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  President,  the  commis¬ 
sion  will  examine  how  to  make  the  big 
cases  run  to  conclusion  more  smoothly 
and  expeditiously,  he  said. 

In  addition,  the  commissioners  will 
look  at  the  exemptions  and  immunities 
now  provided  by  the  Sherman  and 
Clayton  antitrust  acts.' 

As  recommended  to  Carter  by  the 
Justice  Department,  six  of  the  commis¬ 
sioners  will  be  from  Congress  and  five 
from  the  private  sector. 

The  remaining  four  members  will  be 
Assistant  Attorney  General  John 
Shenefield,  FTC  Chairman  Michael 
Pertschuk,  one  of  the  chairmen  from 


RnCIITY  DESIGIL 

Because  ifs  vitally  Important  to  design  and 
secure  your  new  coiiiputer  center  correctly, 
let’s  do  It  riglitl 


such  independent  regulatory  agencies 
as  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  or  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
and  a  federal  district  court  judge. 

The  antitrust  commission  will  not 
delve  into  cases  currently  in  litigation, 
the  Justice  Department  spokesman 
stressed.  At  most,  suits  like  U.S.  vs. 
IBM  and  U.S.  vs.  AT&T  will  serve  as 
case  studies  on  the  course  taken  by 
large  antitrust  cases. 

Reflects  Bell's  Concern 
The  Justice  Department's  suggestion 
to  the  President  that  he  create  such  a 
commission  is  a  reflection  of  the  atten¬ 
tion  Attorney  General  Griffin  B.  Bell 
wants  placed  on  the  big  cases,  the 
spokesman  said. 

Since  an  interview  with  Fortune 
magazine  in  which  Bell  suggested  that 
the  government's  case  against  AT&T 
was  the  kind  he  might  send  to  Con¬ 
gress,  Bell  has  said  he  never  inten^d 
to  take  the  suft  against  AT&T  out  of 
the  courts  [CW,  Sept.  19]. 

In  a  recent  interview  in  the  Bureau  of 
National  Affairs'  Antitrust  and  Trade 
Regulation  Report,  Bell  reiterated  that 
he  will  take  "no  existing  cases  to  Con¬ 
gress."  He  told  the  bureau-that  it  is  his 
style  to  provoke  discussion  of  an  issue, 
that  he  was  "merely  speculating  on 
possibilities  for  the  future." 

Bell's  speculation  has  provoked  con¬ 
siderable  discussion  on  Capitol  Hill 
and  in  private  legal  circles. 

Many  fail  to  understand  how  Con¬ 
gress  can  be  involved  in  the  trial  of 
antitrust  matters.  "If  Bell  is  proposing 
a  trial  in  the  sense  that  we  normally 
think  of  trials,  I  don't  see  how  it  can 
happen,"  a  staff  member  for  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Antitrust  and  Monopoly  Subcom.- 
mitteesaid. 

"Trial  by  Congress"  sounds  uncon¬ 
stitutional,  another .  Senate  source 
stated.  "The  antitrust  laws  are  clear 
enough,  and  by  passing  them  Con¬ 
gress  has  already  been  involved  in 
large  cases." 


WHETHER  YOU  USE  BAR  CODE,  PRINT  PUNCH  or  OCR 
TICKET  READERS,  PORTA-VERTER  CAN  CAPTURE  AND 
TRANSMIT  YOUR  DATA  DIRECTLY  TO  YOUR  COMPUTER. 


Porta-verter  is  a  reliable  low  maintenance  electronic 
gathering  device  that  transmits  information  via  telephone 
lines  to  your  computer.  For  full  information  on  how  you  can 
*  ‘  “  ^  '  ■  re  reliably. 


nmOiG/TRONiCS 

Div.  of  Comtec  Information  Systems,  Inc.  ^ 

53  John  Street,  Cumberland,  R.  I.  02864.  Phone:  401-724-8500  TWX  710-387-1171 


Bogged  down  in  proposed  legislation 
calling  for  divestiture  of  the  oil  com¬ 
panies,  airline  and  trucking  reform 
and  ways  to  deal  with  conglomerate 
mergers,  the  Senate  Antitrust,  and 
Monopoly  Subcommittee  hasn't  had 
time  to  look  into  the  handling  of  large 
antitrust  cases,  he  said. 

Haft  Bill  Reincarnated 
On  the  House  side,  a  bill  has  been 
introduced  that  would  establish  a  spe¬ 
cial  commission  to  conduct  a  compre¬ 
hensive  review  of  the  state  of  compe¬ 
tition  in  the  U.S.  economy. 

Called  the  Competition  Review  Act 
of  1977,  H.R.  6098  would  examine 
many  of  the  same  subjects  the  late- 
Senator  Philip  Hart  (D-Mich.)  studied 
in  his  efforts  to  break  up  industrial 
concentrations,  a  Capitol  Hill  source 
said. 

Neither  Bell's  suggestion  nor  the  pro¬ 
posed  competition  act  is  "really  very 
new,"  a  Hopse  Judiciary  Committee 
staff  member  said.  "Where  industries 
have  [messed]  up  in  the  past  —  public 
utilities,  banking,  railroads,  securities 

—  they've  been  reorganized  by  Con¬ 
gress. 

"Congress  has  done  the  groundwork 
for  its  role  in  industrial  restructuring 

—  look  at  all  the  Hart  hearings,  for  ex¬ 
ample,"  the  staffer  added.  "Right  now 
we're  rewriting  the  Communications 
Act  of  1934,  and  look  at  all  the  bills  on 
the  hill  for  divesting  the  oil  industry." 

A  Washington,  D.C.,  attorney  and 
consultant  on  communications  law 
and  regulatory  policy,  John  Eger,  also 
sees  the  continuation  of  an  old  debate 
in  Bell's  suggestion  of  congressional 
involvement  in  restructuring. 

Eger,  who  previously  served  as  prin¬ 
cipal  advisor  for  telecommunications 
to  President  Ford  and  as  acting  director 
of  the  White  House  Office  of 
Telecommunications  Policy,  said  con¬ 
gressional  participation  in  structural 
questions  might  have  been  resolved 
,  during  the  Nixon-Ford  White  House 
days  had  Hart's  proposed  act  been  a 
little  less  stringent. 

Having  succeeded  Hart  as  chairman 
of  the  Senate  Antitrust  and  Monopoly 
Subcommittee,  Sen.  Edward  Kennedy 
(D-Mass.)  believes,  as  the  Attorney 
General  does,  that  large  antitrust  cases 
need  to  be  expedited,  Eger  stated.  , 
Because  of  his  political  savvy,  Ken¬ 
nedy  might  succeed  where  Hart  failed, 
Eger  indicated.  He  believes,  too,  that 
Bell's  suggestions  that  large  antitrust 
cases  be  handled  in  part  by  Congress  is 
in  accord  with  Hart's  proposals. 

Hart  and  those  who  have  come  after 
him  essentially  would  spin  off  those 
issues  dealing  with  restructuring  to 
Congress  while  leaving  the  actual  an¬ 
titrust  case  intact  for  trial  by  the 
courts,  Eger  said. 

Large  corporations  would  then  bear 
the  burden  of  proving  to  the  courts 
that  one  or  the  other  of  these  federal 
agencies  acted  capriciously  in  propos¬ 
ing  structural  reform,  he  suggested. 
Congress  would  legislate  a  minimum 
standard  —  market  share,  for  example 
—  and  permit  the  FTC  and  the  Justice 
Department  to  propose  structural  re¬ 
forms  for  particular  industries. 

Congress  would  not  "try"  the  cor¬ 
poration.  The  legislature  would  set  up 
a  red  flag  that  would  fly  when  a  par- 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


BURROUGHS 
IBHBtAIJIIE 
PgNTERIOR 
YOU. 


At30lo50%off 
Burroughs  price  for 
the  same  prmlei: 


If  you  have  a  300-1800  LPM  printer  re¬ 
quirement,  contact  BDS.  Dori’t  buy  your 

Brinter  from  Burroughs.  Do  buy  the  same 
ataproducts  printer  that  Burroughs 
offers,  but  buy  it  from  BDS  and  save  30 
to  50%.  .  . 

BDS  printers  are  in  complete  conformity  to  Burrough. 
specifications.  We  supply  the  interface  required  to  make  the 
printer  100%  compatible  with  your  CPU  buffered  controller  If 
you  don’t  have  a  buffered  controller,  BDS  will  supply  either 
the  PCC  version,  or  the  new  DIP  (Data  Link  Processor)  version 
for  your  X800  System. 

BDS  delivers  fast  for  we  are  stocking  distributors  And  we 
offer  national  service. 

Featured  in  the  Dataproducts  list  of  line  printers: 

°  ItlS  Series^ives  significantly  low  operation  cost  at 
300,  600,  and  900  LPM. 

□  The  2550  Charaband-sets  a  new  standard  in  horizontal  font 
printers  at  1200-1500  LPM.  An  added  bonus—  two  charac¬ 
ter  sets  standard. 

□  The  2470  Heavy  Duty  Drum-offers  real  price  performance 
advantage  at  1 500-1 800  LPM . 

The  business  of  BDS  is  selling  Dataproducts  printers  to  the 
end-user  and  System  House  marketplace.  We  have  sold  hun¬ 
dreds  of  these  printers  to  Burroughs,  DEC,  HR  and  practically 
all  mini-users.  So,  if  you  are  interested  in  saving  30  to  50%  of 
printer  costs,  call  us  or  mail  the  coupon. 


Yes,  I  want  to  save 
30  to  50*^  of  printer  costs 

The  computer  systehn  I  use _ _ _ 

My  line  printer  requirements  are _ _ 


BDS  Computer  Corporation,  1149  Chestnut  St. 
Menlo  Park,  CA  94025,  (415)  326-2115 


I  Bps  Computer  Corporation,  1149  Chestnut  Street 
Menlo  Pork,  CA  94025,  (415)  326-2115 
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French  Bill  Seeks  Data  Protection  Commission 


Special  to  Computerworld 

PARIS  —  When  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  sent  its  privacy  bill  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment  here  last  summer,  like  most 
European  governments  it  proposed  a 
set  of  rules  and  regulations  that  would 
be  enforced  by  a  12-member  national 
commission  on  data  processing  and 
freedom. 

However,  the  government-proposed 
bill  has  already  been  modified  con* 
siderably  by  both  the  senate  and  the 
national  assembly  (see  related  story  on 
Page  11)  and  what  the. law  will  look 
like  by  year's  end  is  anybody's  guess. 

The  bill  called  for  the  commission's 
responsibilities  to  include  "informing 
all  persons  concerned  of  their  rights 
and  obligations,  by  consulting  with 
them  and  supervising  the  application 
of  computer  techniques  to  the  process¬ 
ing  of  personal  data." 

The  act  would  apply  to  both  public 
and  private  organizations  using  DP 
techniques.  Personal  data  was  defined 
to  include  any  information  "which 
permits  the  identification,  directly  or 
otherwise  of  the  public  or  private  legal 
persons  to  which  it  relates." 

One  of  the  salient  features  of  this  bill 
instructed  administrators  and  judicial 
officers  that;  "No  judicial  or  ad¬ 
ministrative  decision  implying  a  judg¬ 
ment  on  human  behavior  shall  be 
based  solely  on  data  processed  by 
automated  devices"  [Article  2]. 

Public  authorities  would  need  per¬ 
mission  to  process  personal  informa¬ 
tion  and  private  entities  would  be  re¬ 
quired  to  submit  a  "declaration"  to  the 


"containing  an  assurance 
that  the  processing  satisfied  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  act."  Under,  the 
terms  of  the  bill,  a  fee  to  cover  the  cost 
of  the  commission's  services  could  be 
levied  on  organizations  making  dec¬ 
larations. 

Contents  of  Declarations 

Declarations  would  have  to  contain  a 
number  of  specific  details,  such  as  the 
name  of  the  person  responsible  for  the 
system,  the  purpose  and  characteris¬ 
tics  of  the  data  processed  and  the  of¬ 
fice  where  persons  may  access  their 
files.  In  addition,  it  would  have  to  list 
the  categories  of  persons  who  have 
direct  access  to.  the  recorded  data,  what 
interconnection  or  secondary  uses  are 
performed  with  the  data  and  security 
measures  taken  to  protect  the  integrity 
and  confidentiality  of  the  data. 

The  commission  would  be  em¬ 
powered  to  conduct  on-the-spot  in¬ 
spections,  compel  the  production  of 
necessary  documents,  decide  the  de* 
gree  of  "risk  of  encroachment  to 
private  life  or  freedom"  present  in  any 
system,  impose  special  security  re¬ 
quirements  and  receive  claims,  peti¬ 
tions  and  complaints. 

Processing  of  personal  data  carried 
out  in  France  for  transmission  abroad 
would  be  subject  to  the  same  declara¬ 
tions  as  data  processed  for  domestic 
use.  However,  data  processed  outside 
France  "may  be  made  subject  to  prior 
authorization  or  to  rules  defined  by  the 
Council  of  State,  to  ensure  the  provi- 


The  legislation  set  forth  rules  on  col¬ 
lection  and  storage  of  data,  procedures 
for  access  to  personal  files  and 
penalties  for  violations; 

•  Persons  from  whom  personal  data 
is  obtained  shall  be  informed  of  the 
compulsory  or  optional  nature  of  re¬ 
plies,  of  the  consequences  for  failure  to 
reply  and  of  the  identity  of  the  in¬ 
dividuals  or  corporate  bodies  which  re¬ 
ceive  the  data. 

•  Except  where  expressly  provided, 
personal  data  shall  be  stored  for  only 
as  long  as  necessary  in  view  of  the  pur¬ 
pose  for  which  it  was  collected. 

•  Persons  must  consent  to  the  record¬ 
ing  of  data  which  reveals  racial  origins, 
political,  philosophical  or  religious 
opinions  or  affiliation  in  trade  unions. 
An  exception  is  made  for  churches, 
political  parties  and  trade  unions  to  . 
collect  such  data  on  their  members  but 
within  limits  of  "the  public  interest." 


•  Persons  may  have  access  to  all  data 
concerning  them  by  applying  to  the 
organization  maintaining  it.  A  copy 
must  be  made  available  for  a  fee,  and 
any  information  which  is  inaccurate, 
incomplete  or  misleading  must  be  cor¬ 
rected,  completed,  clarified  or  ob¬ 
literated.  Data  in  the  hands  of  the 
police  or  security  agencies  is  exempted. 

*  Imprisonment  for  up  to  five  years 
and  fines  ranging  from  $S,000  to 
$200,000  may  be  applied  to  anyone 
convicted  of  violating  collection,  main¬ 
tenance  and  disclosure  provisions. 

Once  adopted,  the  law  would  become 
effective'  within  three  years.  The 
public  sector  would  be  regulated  first, 
with  all  authorities  having  personal 
records  filing  "simple  declarations"  of 
their  existence. 

Once  the  commission  is  operational, 
steps  would  be  taken  by  the  council  of  . 
state  to  activate  regulations  for  private 
organizations. 


First  German  Privacy  Trial 
Involves  Mail-Order  Data 


ments  containing  the  rumes  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  11,355  citizens  residing  in 


Special  to  CW 

BAD  KREUZNACH,  Germany  - 
The  prosecutor  here  has  presented 
charges  in  the  local  court  against  four  The  student  allegedly  secured  a  list  of 

persons  who  allegedly  violated  the  names  collected  for  use  in  an  academic 
state  of  Rhineland-Pfaitz  data  protec-  research  project  from  a  goveriunent 
tion.  law.  "This  is  the  first  litigation  over  office.  But  he  apparently  sold  them  for 
a  privacy  statute  in  Germany,  accord-  1,500DM  ($600)  to  the  mail-order 


What’s  Wrong 
With  This  Picture? 

The  case  involves  a  31-year-old  stu¬ 
dent  wh’o  allegedly  obtained  and  usee 
in  an  unauthorized  manner  informa¬ 
tion  protected  by  the  privacy  law. 
Another  defendant  and  his  associates 
who  operate  a  mail-order  gift  catalog 
firm  are  said  to  have  persuaded  and 
paid  the  student  to  turn  over  docu- 

Group  to  Eye 
Antitrust  Process 

leged  to  have  passed  another  sizeable 
list  to  the  company,  this  time  for 
8,CI0ODM($3,50O). 

The  defendants  live  in  the  state  pi 
Baden-Wurtenberg,  which  has  no  data 
protection  law.  However,  they  usee 
data  from  this  community  and  were 
apprehended  here,  so.  charges  can  be 
pressed  against  them.  Once  the  Federa 
Data  Protection  Act  becomes  effective 
on  Jan.  1,  either  national  or  state  laws 
can  be  used  to  prosecute  those  who 
abuse  personal  records  in  Germany. 

ENTERPRISES,  INC 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 
ticular  industry  became  too  concen¬ 
trated  in  the  hands  of  one  or  a  few  cor¬ 
porations.  The  House  and  Senate 
would  also  empower  the  Justice  De¬ 
partment  and  the  FTC  to  do  something 
about  that  concentration  of  power, 
Eger  explained. 

In  the  end,  the  courts  would  still 
judge  whether  companies  within  an  in¬ 
dustry  should  be  divested. 

Rather  than  let  the  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  FTC  propose  structural 
reforms.  Hart  would  have  created  an 
agency  —  the  Industrial  Reorganiza¬ 
tion  Commission  —  which  would  have 
had  few  restraints  to  its  power.  From 
the  Ford  Administration's  viewpoint, 
this  was  a  major  drawback  of  the  bill, 
Eger  stated. 

WE  BPS 

^Amni- 

Gat  the  Sytlam 
Standardization  You  Naad 
'  ^  Our  212A  Compatlbla 

701R  Acouatic  Talajihona 
Couplarl 

The  701R  is  fully  compatible  with  high-speed 

(600  Sud^toraJ?  and'Sat'/Wd  simult^ 
BOU8  interface  out^  on  both  TTY  and  EIA 

Wharton!*NMf Jenliy  ong^'^ 

201-32S-1d00 

(RS232Ci  plus  acoustic  or  haidware  coup- 
Ong  ^  DAA  tie-in  capability  and  you  haver 
one  of  the  most  versatile  oouplais  on  the 

Chances  are.  you're  not  used  to  r” 
seeing  a  CRT  replace  a  console 
typewriter.  1 

The  ADL  3052  Is  designed  to  be  right  • 

market  today.  For  more  miormatlon  call 

(602)  252-2083 
collact  or  write; 
Oept.  1212 

software  modifications.  At  lOfimaa  the  *  s„„, 

speed  of  your  present  console.  Instant  ■  - 

CPU  requirement  display.  Slave  ports.  cny  .  su,, _ _ 

With  lease/purchase  options  available.  1  1, 

Gel  the  picture?  - : -  -  - 

2405  South  20th  Street  •  PhoeniWI^nd  85054 

December 


I,  1977 


^COMPUTMimORlD 


Passage  Expected  by  Year-End 

French  Parliament  Ending  Privacy  Law  Debate 


Special  to  CW 
PARIS  —  The  French  parliament  is 
nearing  completion  of  a  major  data 
processing  and  privacy  law  that  will 
have  important  domestic  ramifications 
and  also  may  affect  legislation  pending 
in  other  European  countries. 

On  Nov.  18,  the  senate  voted  to  ac- 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Data 


mem,  on  the  advice  of  the  commis-  provision  requiring  the  commission  to  they  learn  that  files  ate  incorrect  or  in- 
provide  details  about  its  procedures  in  complete  in  any  way.  When  informa- 
n  annual  report  was  retained.  tion  has  bten  transferred  to  a  third 

Fvtra  Ta.L  theif  correction  or  deletion,  ac¬ 

cording  to  an  amendment,  must  be 
An  additional  task  for  the  commis-  transmitted  to  such  secondary  reci- 


that  apply  to  automat^  files. 

The  minister  of  juslirt  estimated  that 
the  legislation  would  affect  125,000 
automated  systems  and  he  speculated  „„  auumun 
that  extending  the  measure  to  manual  sion  will  be  to 


u,  me  provisions  or  tne  uata 
Processing  and  Freedom  Act  voted  by 
the  national  assembly  on  Oct.  5.  Both 
chainbers  must  now  iron  out  differen¬ 
ces  before  final  enactment,  expected 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  senate  notably  strengthened  the 
national  commission  established  under 
the  law.  This  was  done  by  broadening 
its  membership  from  12  to  16  to  in¬ 
clude  four  parlimentarians  and  a 
journalist  and  through  giving  it  an  in¬ 
dependent  administrative  authority. 
The  senate  also  recognized  the  in¬ 
ternational  implications  of  protection 
of  personal  data.  The  official  senate  re¬ 
port  invited  the  government  to  col¬ 
laborate  on  an  international  conven¬ 
tion  prompted  by  "its  concern  for  the 
protection  of  the  individual  and  the 
need  to  grasp  data  processing 
realities." 

In  the  national  assembly,  a  con¬ 
troversy  erupted  between  the  parties 
of  the  government  and  the  opposition, 
a  lift- wing  coalition  of  Socialists.,  and 
Communists.  The  Socialist  spokesman 
began  the  debate  by  calling  the  gov¬ 
ernment  bill  an  "improvement  which 
we  will  probably  support."  However, 
when  the  debate  ended  there  were  289 
votes  in  favor  to  176  against,  mostly 
Socialists  and  Communists. 

The  153  amendments  tabled  before 
the  bill  commenced  debate  were  a  sign 
of  a  brewing  conflict.  The .  Socialists 
and  Communists  proposed  major  revi¬ 
sions: 

•  Extending  the  coverage  to  all 
manual  files. 

Abolishing  any  distinction  between 
private  and  public  data  banks. 

•  Giving  citizens  "participation"  in 
the  creation  of  data  banks. 

•  Requiring  the  election  of  members 
of  the  commission  and  creating  re¬ 
gional  bodies. 

•  Abolishing  the  exemption  of  the 
press  to  a  collect  and  maintain  per¬ 
sonal  data. 

On  the  issue  of  the  manual  systems,  a 
compromise  was  reached  to  the  effect 
that  when  a  public  manual  file  pre¬ 
sents  a  danger  to  liberty,  the  govern- 


files  would  raise  the  number  to  tens  of  the  council  of 

millions  which,  he  said,  "is  unreasons-  ing  transborder  data.  Keepers  of°data 


French  Press  Reacts 


PARIS  -  Responses  by  the  press  lieves  it  makes  the  computer  in- 
to  passage  of  a  data  protection  act  in  dustry  uneasy  because  the  French 
both  houses  of  the  French  parlia-  law,  unlike  proposals  in  a  number 
mon»  Mzac  countrics,  extends  the  right  of  ac- 

*  legal  persons,  among  them 


;  was  mixed. 

An  analysis  by  Le  Monde  colum-  cess  ™  .vo— 
nist  Phillipe  Boucher  called  the  commercial  entities, 
legislation  passed  by  the  assembly  There  is  said  to  be  a  concern  that 
late  and  already  outdated."  this  may  have  the  effect  of  scaring 

In  his  assessment,  Boucher  com-  some  companies  from  France,  he 
plained  of  the  naivete  of  the  as-  concluded. 

sembly  in  not  including  manual  The  senate  revisions  should  re¬ 

files.  He  noted  that  certain  com-  ceive  more  favorable  press  and 
panies  have  seen  this  loophole  and  business  reaction.  Le  Figaro,  a  lead- 
are  moving  their  sensitive  data  into  ing  Paris  newspaper,  observed, 
manual  routines.  "The'senators  wished  to  ensure  bet- 

Even  though  the  law  is  "not  reas-  ter  protection  and  less  constraints 
suring  in  its  details,"  he  said  he  be-  for  users  of  data." 


hie."  banks,  public  and  private,  will  be  ri 

The  other  amendments  proposed  by  quired  to  help  the  commission  i 
the  left-wing  coalition  were  defeated,  carrying  out  its  duties, 
resulting  in  its  opposition  to  the  bill.  .  Another  responsibility  placed  oi 
National  Assembly  Amendments 
Observers  were  surprised  that  the  as¬ 
sembly  dropped  the  word  "freedom" 
from  the. proposed  name  of  the  com¬ 
mission,  implying  that  a  much  greater 
interest  exists  in  controlling  data  proc¬ 
essing  activities.  Anxiety  was  en¬ 
hanced  by  .  an  amendment  that 
widened  the  definition  of  personal 
data  processing  to  "every  operation  re¬ 
lative  to  the  constitution,  elaboration, 
storage,  modification,  communication 
or  destruction  of  personal  irrforma- 
tiorv"  [Article  11]. 

However,  the  assembly  did  vote  for  a 
provision  to  allow  private-sector  data 
banks  to  be  registered  by  means  of  a 
"simple  declaration"  for  routine  sys¬ 
tems.  A  nevv  provision  was  included  to 
prevent  the  collection  of  information 
which  is  fraudulently  or  illegally  ob¬ 
tained. 

While  the  assembly  voted  down  a 
proposal  to  publicize  the  decision¬ 
making  process  of  the  commission,  a 


warning  panel  to  pients. 
on  matters  regard-  The  commission  can  issue  exemp¬ 
tions  from  this  duty. 

Action  Tomorrow 

The  French  national  assembly  is 
scheduled  to  take  up  the  senate-passed 
DP  and  liberty  legislation  on  Dec.  13. 
The  major  issue  for  the  government  is 
whether  to  oppose  or  let  pass  the 
enlarged  membership  of  the  national 
commission  and  its  independent 
status,  which  were  major  modifica¬ 
tions  made  by  the  senate.  " 

If  the  assembly  fails  to  adopt  the 
senate-passed  text,  a  special  committee 
of  the  assembly  and  senate  would  be 
appointed  to  negotiate  the  differences 
-  a  procedure  that  is  similar  to  U.S. 

.  congressional  procedure. 

The  significance  of  an  assembly  fight 
and  delay  in  passage  of  the  legislation 
would  probably  be  no  law  at  all  until 
after  the  March  parliamentary  elec¬ 
tions. 

This  would  cast  privacy  into.the  elec¬ 
tion  campaign  with  the  left-wing  par¬ 
ties  claiming  government  failure  in 
this  /ield  and  socialist-communist  en¬ 
dorsement  of  an  even  stronger  ■ 
measure  when  the  new  parliament 
convenes  in  1978. 


HlimiRWIZiffiD 


Transborder  Data  Meet  Set 


BRUSSELS  —  The  increase  in 
transnational  data  traffic  has  set 
several  governments  to  work  on  pre¬ 
liminary  regulatory  plans,  and  as  a  re¬ 
sult,  barriers  to  computerized  data 
moving  across  national  frontiers  are 
being  erected  under  the  names  of 
privacy,  data  security,  sovereignty  or 
the  protection  of  domestic  data  proc¬ 
essing. 

On  Feb.  7-9,  On-Line  Conferences  of 
Uxbridge,  England,  will  present  an  in¬ 
ternational  conference  on  the  subject. 
Speakers  will  be  drawn  from  the 
Public  Telephone  and  Telegraphs,  the 
international  organizations,  private 
carriers,  teleprocessors,-  data  proces¬ 
sors,  maixufacturers,  suppliers  ind 
users  from  Europe  and  North 


America.' 

Jan  Freese,  director-general'  of  the 
Swedish  data  inspection  board,  will 
chair  the  conference. 

Speakers  will  include  A. A.  Benjamin, 
director-general.  Computing  Services 
Association,  London;  F.A.  Bernasconi, 
director-general,  IBI,  Rome;  Prof.  J. 
Bing,  Norwegian  Research  Center  for 
Computers  and  Law,  Oslo  University; 
and  John  Eger,  communications  at¬ 
torney  and  former  acting  director  of 
the  White  House  Office  of  Telecom¬ 
munications  Policy. 

For  further  information,  contact  A1 
Dunn,  On-Line  Conferences, 
Cleveland  Road,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex, 
England  UB8  2DD,  Telephone:  Ux¬ 
bridge  39262. 
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DOD  Joins  Critics  of  Proposed  I/O  Standard 


By  Molly  Upton 
CW  Staff 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  - 
Add  another  voice  to  the  din 
of  dissent  being  heard  by  the 
National  Bureau  of  Standards 
(NBS)  over  the  proposed 
changes  in  the  implementation 
section  of  the  drafted  I/O 
channel  level  interface  stan¬ 
dard. 

In  a  recent  memorandum, 
the  Department  of  Defense 
(DOD)  called  the  original  De¬ 


cember  1976  proposal  "a  very 
significant,  important  and 
reasonable  step  forward  into 
the  virgin  territory  of  interface 
standards." 

"Step  Backward" 

The  August  compromise  re¬ 
vision,  is  however,  "a  very  big 
step  backward.  The  attempt  to 
satisfy  everybody  may  well  re¬ 
sult  in  satisfying  nobody,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  John  M.  Carabello, 
director  for  data  automation. 


management  systems,  in  the 
Office  of  the  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Defense. 

In  his  memo  to  Harry  S. 
White  Jr.,  associate  director  of 
DP  standards  at  NBS'  In¬ 
stitute  for  Computer  Sciences 
and  Technology,  Carabello 
acknowledged  one  of  the  is¬ 
sues  frequently  raised  in  dis¬ 
cussions  of  I/O  interface  stan¬ 
dards  is  that  they  would  re¬ 
strict  competitive  procure¬ 
ment  because  some  systems 


manufacturers  with  different 
interface  schemes  would  be 
excluded. 

But  Carabello  called  this 
argument  "rhetoric"  and 
pointed  out  there  is  specific 
technical  evidence  to  the  con- 

Component  Approach 
"Are  we  talking  about  com¬ 
petition  between  bundled  sys¬ 
tems  or  competition  between 
system  components  procured 


aptofit  in 
turnkey  systems: 


If  your  business  is  selling  turnkey 
computer  systems,  using  the  ti^t 
computer  can  be  the  key  to  m^- 
ing  more  sales— profitably. 

You  need  a  computer  that's 
easy  to  use — and  adaptable  to 
many  uses  so  you  can  get  more 
customers.  And  you  want  a  com¬ 
puter  that's  priced  to  sell,  at  a 
margin  that's  profitable. 

You  want  a  computer  that 
can  really  protect  your  proprietary 
software — keej)  it  safe,  and  s^e- 
able,  sale  after  sale.  And  you  need 
a  better  way  of  supporting  your 
software  than  having 
You  need  a  coi 
puter  with  proven 
reliability,  so  there'll 
he  fewer  service  prob¬ 
lems.  And  you  want  a 
fast,  dependable  ser¬ 
vice  network  when 
there  are'. 

Needs  and  wants 
met  here 
For  all  this,  the 
one  computer  you  want 
is  the  one  we  make: 

The  BTI 4000  Inter¬ 
active  Timesharing  System. 

It's  a  ready-to-go  sys¬ 
tem  with  10  megabytes  of 
storage,  magnetic  tape  drive, 
and  8  ports— just  add  ter¬ 
minals.  And  it's  easily  expand¬ 
able — add  disk  storage  to  400 
megabytes,  increase  user  capacity 
to  32  ports,  add  i^ripherals  like 
industry-compatible  magnetic 
tape  and  a  line  printer. 

The  BTI  4()00  is  designed, 
manufactured  and  supported  by 
Basic  Timeshari^  Inc.  We're  the 
manufacturer  with  timeshare 
experience.  Which  has  helped  us 
produce  a  computer  uniquely 
right  for  multi-user  applications. 

A  dedicated  performer 
The  BTI  40(X)  has  been 
proven  in  all  kinds  of  applica¬ 


tions — general  accounting,  dealer 
inventory  control,  entertainment 
ticketing,  text  publishing,  school 
administration,  and  more. 

What's  more,  the  BTI  4000  is 
proving  its  reliability  at  locations 
in  39  states,  in  5  provinces  of 
Canada,  and  in  Europe,  too. 

Things  you'll  like 
The  BTI  4000  uses  BASIC-X, 
an  unusually  powerful  extension 
of  BASIC.  With  the  features  you 
need  to  get  your  software  up — 
quickly,  efficiently.  So  you 


The  BTI  400(1 
Means  Business. 

can  start  selling  sooner. 

Especially  important  to  you, 
the  BTI  4(X)0  protects  your  propri¬ 
etary  software.  So  you  can  count 
on  selling  it  again,  and  again. 
Without  losing  control  of  it.  And 
with  the  convenience  of  dialup 
access,  so  you  can  support  it 
without  the  cost  of  site  visits. 
Things  your  customers  will  like 
The  B’n  4000  is  a  true 
timesharing  system.  It  allows 
doing  any  mix  of  tasks,  all  at  the 
same  time,  from  any  number  of 
locations. 


Your  customers  will  enjoy 
faster  response,  because  the  BTI 
400()  implements  many  of  your 
application  program  operations  in' 
firmware. 

The  system  also  offers 
continuous  availability,  because 
software  backups,  updates,  and 
other  housekeeping  activities  can 
be  performed  locally,  remotely  or 
programmatically,  with  users  on 
the  system. 

And  the  BTI  4000  is  so  easy 
to  manage,  your  customer  won't 
have  to  add  a  specially-trained 
employee  just  to  run  it. 

,  Service— good 
and  fast 
In  the  packaged 
systems  business, 
service  can  have  a 
real  impact  on  your 
success. 

That's  why 
service  is  such  an 
im^rtant  part  of  our 
business. 

The  BTI  4000  is 
designed  for  over-the- 
phone,  on-line  diagnosis 
of  actual  and  potential  prob¬ 
lems.  24  hours  a  day,  7  days 
a  week,  we're  ready  to  help.  If  a 
BTI  4000  ever  needs  on-site  ser¬ 
vice,  we  have  a  network  of  field 
specialists  to  provide  just  that. 

Priced  to  please 

A  single  BTI  4000  costs 
$35,950.  'There  are  attractive 
quantity  discounts — like 
$28,760  each  for  a  quantity  of  10. 

For  that  price  you  get  all  the 
features  and  support  benefits 
,  mentioned  above,  not  a  scaled- 
down  version. 

You  can  get  complete  in¬ 
formation  at  your  S'!!  regional 
office,  listed  below. 

The  BTI  4000.  It  could  be 
your  key  to  turning  more  profit  in 
your  turnkey  installations. 


for  assembly  into  a  system? 
The  latter  orientation  is  where 
the  greatest  opportunity  lies 
for  stimulation  of  technology 
and  competitive  dollar  sav¬ 
ings,"  he  said. 

Further,  he  said,  "the 
August  revision  has  put  in  un¬ 
reasonable  technical  specifica¬ 
tions,  e.g.,  one  to  four  stan¬ 
dard  interfaces  that -may  not 
be  used,  and  has  introduced 
ambiguity  to  such  an  extent 
that  compliance  can  be  easily 
circumvent^  and  enforce¬ 
ment  made  impractical. 

"The  current  proposal  can 
do  little  more  than  pay  lip  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  requiremertt  for  I/- 
O  interface  standards," 
Carabello  stated. 

Sterile  Proposal 
DOD  is  reluctant  not  to  op¬ 
pose  the  revision  because  to 
do  so  would  add  time  to  the 
standardization  process,  but 


t  this'  c 


e  left  n 
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choice  since  the  current  pro¬ 
posal  will  be  sterile." 

DOp  "strongly  recommends 
returning  to  the  December 
proposal  and  its  prompt  is¬ 
suance  as  a  mandatory  stan¬ 
dard.  Only  then  will  true 
technical  specifics  be  iden¬ 
tified  and  addressed  for  im¬ 
provements,"  Carabello  ’ 
stated. 

The  DOD  joined  Norman 
Ream,  formerly  with  NBS  (see 
Page  69),  Rep.  Jack  Brooks 
and  the  Computer  &  Com¬ 
munications  Industry  As¬ 
sociation  in  objecting  to  the 
revised  implementation  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  proposed  federal 
standard. 

Other  respondents  to  NBS 
proposal  have  included 
Honeywell,  Control  Data 
Corp.,  Burroughs,  IBM  and 
the  Computer  and  Business 
Equipment  Manufacturers 
Association. 

Simulation  Group 
Increases  Grant 
To  $6,000 

TAMPA,  Fla.  —  The  grant  to 
develop  tools,  techniques  and 
ipplications  of  computer  sim- 
ilation  scheduled  to  be  awar¬ 
ded  at  the  Eleventh  Annual 
Simulation  Symposium  will 
be  $6,000  rather  than  the 
$4,000  originally  announced. 

This  increase  was  made  pos¬ 
sible  through  a  contribution 
by  Interdata,  a  unit  of  Per- 
kins-Elmer  Data  Systems,  a 
spokesman  said. 

More  information  on  the 
symposium,  slated  for  March 
15-17  here,  is  available  from 
Victor  P.  Boyd,  U.S.  Postal 
[Service,  2009  Powhatan  St., 
Falls  Church,  Va.  22043. 
Correction 

"IEEE  Picks  Getting" 
[CW,  Nov.  21],  vote  counts 
were  incorrectly  reported. 
Ivan  A.  Getting  received 
28,161  votes  and  Irwin  Feerst 
received  21,753.  ' 


For  Patient,  Professional  Benefits 

OTA  Urges  U.S.  Stand  on  Medical  Information 

By  Edilh  Holmes  these  systems  throueh  eranis  anH  _  _ •  . 


By  Edilh  Holmes 
CW  Staff 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  The  Office 
of  Technology  Assessment  (OTA)  re¬ 
cently  urged  Congress  to  develop  a 
fraeral  policy  toward  medical  informa¬ 
tion  systems  before  their  numbers  in¬ 
crease  to  the  point  where  standardiza¬ 
tion,  to  maximize  patient  care  benefits 
and  minimize  risks  to  individual 
privacy,  can  no  longer  be  achieved. 

The  report,  "Policy  ImplicaKons  of 
Medical  Information  Systems/'  sug- 
gested  to  Congress  that  automated  pa¬ 
tient  treatment  records  could  provide 
substantial  assistance  to  the  health 
professions  in  the  face  of  rising  de¬ 
mands  for  complete  and  accurate  data. 
Not  only  might  such  systems  affect 
the  quality,  cost  and  efficiency  of 
medical  care  by  improving  coordina¬ 
tion  and  communication  in  hospitals-, 
they  could  also  help  physicians  ^ 
providing  access  to  detailed  treatment 
information  and  the  latest  medical 
knowledge,  OTA  said. 

At  the  same  time,  one  of  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  medical  information  systems 
that  must  be  faced  is  how  confidential 
patient  records  can  remain  within 
them,  the  congressional  office  warned. 

"Today,  computer  records  are  more 
secure  than  manual  records.  However, 
medical  information  systems  are  not 
widespread,  and  problems  potentially 
could  arise,"  the  OTA  report  stated. 

Recommended  Actions 
The  office  proposed  that  federal 
pplicy  actions  in  a  rium'ber  of  areas 
might  take  place  simultaneously.  To 
help  ensure  that  the  benefits  of  medi- 
‘  cal  information  systems  are  retained 
while  individual  privacy  is  protected, 
the  report  suggested  that  the  federal 
government: 

•  Establish  a  central  clearing  house  to 
coordinate  develgpmental  projects  and 
provide  information  to  the  public 
about  medical  information  systems. 

•  Provide  funding  for  evaluation  of 
medical  information  systems  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  different  medical  care  facilities 
to  determine  their  effectiveness  in 
terms  of  relative  benefits  and  costs. 

•  Ensure  the  availability  of  medical 
information  systems  with  specified 
capabilities  by  contracting  for  their  de¬ 
sign  and  development. 

•  Provide  incentives  for  medical  care 
facilities  to  adopt  medical  information 
systems  that  improve  the  quality  of 
patient  care  and  support  research  and 
planning. 

•  Authorize  a  central  organization  to 
develop,  validate  and  maintain  the 
content  of  medical  knowledge  within 
medical  data  systems. 

•  Develop  standardized  medical  data 
bases,  including  nomenclature,  terms, 
definitions,  classifications  and  codes 
for  use  in  medical  information  sys¬ 
tems. 

•  Establish  guidelines  for  precise 
standards  to  protect  confidentiality  of 
patient  data  within  an  institution  and  ' 
release  of  identified  data  to  third  par¬ 
ties. 

Until  now,  the  open  marketplace  has 
determined  the  kind  and  quality  of 
medical  information  systems  available, 
OTA  said.  Only  the  National  Center 
for  Health  Service  Research  within  the 
Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  has  supported  research  on 


these  systems  through  grants  and  con¬ 
tracts  to  independent  investigators. 

Without  further  federal  involvement, 
OTA  fears  that  research  to  heighten 
computer  capabilities  for  improving 
and  monitoring  the  quality  and  plan¬ 
ning  of  medical  care  will  go  unde¬ 
veloped,  causing  the  loss  of  potential 
benefits  to  patients  and  the  medical 
care  system. 

Focusing  on  three  existing  medical 
information  systems,  the  73-page  re¬ 
port  identified  benefits  and  limitations 
accompanying  these  applications  of 
computer  technology.  The  three  sys¬ 
tems  studied  were  Technicon's  Medi¬ 
cal  Information  System  (TMIS)  in  the 
acute  care  El  Camino  Hospital  in 


Mountain  View,  Calif.;  the  Computer- 
Stored  Ambulatory  Record  (Costar) 
system  at  the  Harvard  Community 
Health  Plan,  an  ambulatory  care  facil¬ 
ity  in  Boston;  and  the  Problem- 
Oriented  Medical  Information  System 
(Proniis)  at  the  University  of  Vermont 
Medical  Center. 

Few  medical  units  have  these  systems 
because  they  are  so  expensive,  OTA 
reported.  "Medical  information  sys¬ 
tems  cost  about  double  the  current 
average  expenditure  for  the  financial 
and  management  Computer  appUca- 
tions  they  replace,"  the  study  said: 

"Operating  costs  for  a  hospital-based 
medical  information  system  range 
from  $4  to  $9  per  patient-day  or  from 


4%  to  7%  of  the  total  hospital  operating 
budget,"  OTA  stated. 

While  medical  information  systems 
are  an  expensive  technology,  many  of 
the  organizations  using  them  reported 
considerable  cost  savings  to  OTA, 
"particularly  in  labor  expenses." 
These  institutions  attributed  savings 
in  other  areas  such  as  the  elimination 
of  printed  forms  and  reductions  in 
"lost  charges,"  in  addition  to  reduc¬ 
tions  in  clerical,  admissions  and  nurs¬ 
ing  staff,  the  report  said. 

Copies  of  the  report.  No. 
052-003-0046-8,  are  available  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402  at  $2.50. 


Teixon  puts  a  family 
of  data  terminals 
in  the  palm  of  your  hand  ! 

If  the  successful  operation  of  your  business  requires  the  fast 

movement  of  data  from  remote  locations  to  your  computer 
facilities— Teixon  can  help  you: 

The  Teixon  data  terminal  system  offers  telecommunication 
Accuracy,  Speed,  Convenience,  Ease  of  Operation  all  at  your 
fingertips. 


JELXON  919  is  recognized  in  the  TELXON  WAND-Tells  it  all  < 
distribution  industry  as  the  finest  it  all.  Simply  hold  it  like  a  pencil 
cassette  source  data  terminal  available,  you  are  ready  to  scan  Your  Wand 
particularly  where  large  volumes  of  offers  Plessey,  UPC  and  Codabar  s 
data  must  be  collected  and  stored  ning  capabilities, 
before  transmission.  919  brings  you:  If  you  are  now  a  Teixon  equipn 

♦  Proven  Reliability  user  you  may  upgrade  to  Wand  s 
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Datacomm  78  to  Air  World  Data  Flow  Issues 


live  laws  governing  the  flow  of  data  "Crucial  Junctions  in  World  Com-  turing  of  international  communica- 
WACH.wrTnM  r^r  tu  r  .  among  nations  will  be  among  the  munications  "  will  cover  information  tions  policies,  a  spokesman  for 
WASHINGTON,  D.C  - The  future  topics  discussed  at  Datacomm  78,  a  technology  and  its  impact  on  world  Datacomm  said  The  rKaT^he  datl 
licensing  of  computer  data  bases  and  conference  to  be  held  at  the  Sheraton  politics  and  present  proposals  cur-  communications  industry  can  olav  ^ 
other  problems  resulting  from  restric-  Park  Hotel  here  on  Feb.  21-23.  '  rently  before  Congress  for  the  restruc-  affecting  these  proposals  will  also  be 

discussed,  he  added. 

Speakers  will  concentrate  on  laws 
passed  by  individual  nations  that  deal 
privacy,  security  and  the  licens- 
j'  Li  L  j  become  "  an  'in-grpup'  thing,  "  But  >"8  of  data  bases  and  will  focvs  on  the 

WACUTMr-T^M^t^V-  TL  The  award  was  established  in  1974  to  people  outside  the  selection  committee  Probleipsthatmultinationalcorpora- 

WASHINGTON,  D.C  -  There  was  r«ognize  significant  contributions  to  apparently  didn't  recognize  the  impor-  Hons  face,  in  building  international 
no  presentation  of  the  A.A.  Michelson  the  field  of  computer  .performance  tance  of  their  part  this  year  and  very  data  communications  networks 

Award  at  this  year's  annual  meeting  of  evaluation  (CPE).  Although  CMG  r - - ,  ,  r  ;_-i..j-  i.l  , 

the  Computer  Measurement  Croup  sponsors  the  award,  it  has  always  de- 


Michelson  Award  Unbestowed  This  Year 


(CMG)  here,  but  not  .  because  there  pended  on  input  tb  the  selection’ 
weren't  individuals  who  deserved  it.  ess  from  other  groups  and  individuals. 
No  award  was  made  because  none  of  Deese  explained, 
them  was  nominated,  according  to  out-  That  dependence  has  been  deliberate 
going  group  president  Donald  R.  in  order  to  ensure  the  award  doesn't 


QUIETI2ED 


COMPATIBILITY 


MODEL  1560-AS 
Combination  reader/punch  with 
serial  asynchronous  RS-232C 
compatible'  interface  utiiizing 
ASCII-DC  codes  to  control 
devices. 


MODEL  1060-AS 
Punph  with  serial  asynchronous 
RS-232C  compatible  interface. 


MODEL  1060-P 
Punch’  with  parallel  TTL  level 
interface.  ' 


if  you 

design  or  use 
data  processing  systems 
for  communications, 
data  collection, 
instrumentation,  etc. 
here  are 
the  best  reasons 
to  go  with 

ROVTROhr 

PROVEN  DEPENDABLE 

HI-SPEED  SERIES 
PAPER  TAPE  UNITS 

All  Made  in  U.S.A. 


few  nominations  were  received.  Speakers  include  John  Eger,  former 

None  of  the  nominees  had  the  stature  director  of  the  White  House  Office  of 
of  the  previous  Michelson  Award  win-  Telecommunications  Policy;  Oswald 
ners  —  Kenneth  Kolence,  Thomas  Bell  Ganley,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of 
and  Philip  Kiviat  —  so  the  screening  State;  Walter  Hinchman,  chief  of  the 
committee  decided  to  omit  the  award  Federal  Communications 

this  year.  Commission's  (FCC)  Common  Carrier 

Bureau;  Hugh  P.  Donaghue, 
vice-president  of  Control  Data  Corp.; 
and  William  J.  Durka,  manager  of  in¬ 
ternational  legislative  and  trade  policy 
for  General  Electric  Co. 

Other  topics  will  include  data  com¬ 
munications  network  architecture, 
network  •  security  and  software  and 
product  trends  in  areas  such  as 
modems,  multiplexers,  data  entry  and 
distributed  processing  terminal  hard¬ 
ware,  the  spokesman  said. 

Registration  fees  for  the  conference 
are  $50  per  day  or  $115  for  the  entire 
three-day  meeting.  Details  on  program 
topics  and  registration  materials  are 
available  from  the  Datacomm  program 
director  at  the  Conference  Co.,  60 
Austin  St.,  Newton,  Mass.  02160. 

Travel  Service 
Offered  for  NCC 

MONTVALE,  N.J.  -  Sponsors  of  ’ 
the  1978  National  Computer  Con¬ 
ference  scheduled  for  June  5-8  in 
Anaheim,  falif.,  have  announced  a 
■  travel  service  to  assist  people  going  to 
the  event  from  outside  the  state. 

The  travel  service  will  offer  a  dis¬ 
count  on  air  transportation,  personal 
attention,  upon  arrival  at  Los  Angeles 
International  Airport,  assistance  at  the 
conference  site  and  help  in  coordinat-  ' 
ing  air  and  ground  travel  arrange¬ 
ments,  a  spokesman  said. 

NCC  '78  will  feature  an  exhibit  pro¬ 
gram  with  more  than  300  organiza¬ 
tions  occupying  more  than  1,100 
booths,  approximately  100  lecture  ses¬ 
sions,  a  Personal  Computing  Festival, 
tutorial  seminars  and  a  variety  of 
special  activities,  a  spokesman  for  the 
American  Federation  of  Information 
Processing  Societies  (Afips)  said. 
Information  and  registration  rha- 
terials  are  available  from  Afips  head¬ 
quarters,  210  Summit  Ave.,  Montvale, 

N.J.  07645. 


^PERIENCE 

MODEL  1560-P 
Combination  reader/punch  with , 
parallej  TTL  level  interface. 


OEM  DISCOUNTS 


MODEL  1250-AS 
Reader  with  serial  asynchronous 
RS-232C  compatible  interface. 


MODEL  500 
Basic  Punch  Mechanism  oper¬ 
ates  at  60  cps.  For  OEM's  who 
prefer  to  provide  their  own  cir¬ 
cuitry  and  housing. 


DESIGNER'S  DELIGHT 
If  you  value  yourskiris  more  than 
ours,  we'll  sell  you  the  pieces. 
Every  unit  at  OEM  quantity  dis¬ 
count  prices. 


international,  INC. 


J  07058/(201)  575*81-00 
JS  SYSTEMS/OEM  PRODS  ,  Airport  Hoi 
3A  INTERNATIONAL/OEM.  103-ld7  Ru« 
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A  LOOK 
INSIDE  NCIC 

By  Daniel  R.  Kashey 
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National  Crime  Information  Center  Statistics 


The  National  Crime  Information 
Center  (NCIC)  is  a  compterized  data 
storage  and  retrieval  system  currently 
serving  law  enforcement  agencies  in 
the  continental  U.S.,  Alaska,  Hawaii, 
Canada  and  the  Commonwealth  of 
Puerto  Rico. 

Located  in  Washington,  D.C.,  NCIC 
is  operated  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation.  The  FBI  maintains  the 
system  and  the  systems  files  while  the 
user  agencies  maintain  the  remote  ac¬ 
cess  "control  terminals"  and  interfaced 
computer  systems. 

In  addition,  the  FBI  also  has  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  maintaining  the  data 
circuits  connecting  the  remote  entry 
locations  to  the  central  computer. 
When  NCIC  began  its  operation  in 
January  1967,  it  functioned  on  a  two- 
hour  workday.  At  its  inception,  15  law 
enforcement  agencies  and  one  FBI  field 
office  were  all  that  had  access  to  the 
data  system  during  this  period  of  test¬ 
ing  and  experimentation. 

The  five  original  files  —  wanted  per¬ 
sons  and  stolen  automobiles,  license 
plates,  articles  and  weapons  —  formed 
a  data  base  of  23,000  initial  entries. 

Law  enforcement  and  its  related  com¬ 
puter  technological  functions  of  1967 
wire  somewhat  antiquated  when  com- 


pared  with  today's  methods  and  sys-  communications  management. 

‘."l computer  was  an  IBM  One  year  later,  when  the  vehicle  file 
360/40  with  128K  bytes  of  core  was  expanded  and  a  stolen  securities 


of  imeBtigation's  National 
i  is  the  largest 

:  .  ai0imted:  criminal  justice  data  base  m  the  tt.S.  Users 
tool  with  rriany  different 
yM^^'^'OjffKeeseandtiutneroueiises. 

a*  the  computer  operations  people  who 
tapes,  sort  files  and  schedule 
out  their  tasks,  without  eoefsee- 

^  Wheat  and  the  nontechnical 

police  infomtatidn  systems  should 
is  doing,  hotp  he  is  doing  it  erul 
mm:  ^t^  pe^k  that  this  article  was  ierit- 


memory  that  used  Model  .2311  disk,  file  added,  the  Model  40  was  replaced 
drives  for  additional  storage  (wanted  with  a  larger  360/50,with  512K  bytes 
records  are  stored  here)  and  Model  of  core.  The  2311  disk  units  were  re- 
2702  transmission  control  units  for  placed  by  bigger  2314s  and  more  ad¬ 


vanced  2703s  took  over  the  transmis¬ 
sion  control  functions. 

Initial  communications  were  handled 
by  over  5,000  miles  of  150  bit/sec  line, 
f  Today,  2,400  bit/sec  lines  connect 
NCIC  to  nine  regionally  located  multi¬ 
plexers.  From  these  regional  switch 
centers,  some  150  bit/sec  lines  are  still 
connected  to  a  few  original  terminals, 
while  all  interfaces  (direct  computer- 
to-computer  connections)  and  most 
terminals  are  now. equipped  with  the 
faster  2,400  bit/sec  lines. 

The  central  computer  performs 
several  operations.  It  controls  the 
transmission  of  messages  both  to  and 
from  itself,  selects  memory  locations 
and  stores  records  and  processes  in¬ 
quiries  and  tests  to  ascertain  whether 
similar  information  is  already  in 
storage  if  the  test  is  positive,  a  "hit" 
results. 

Each  file  contains  information  of  a 
similar  nature  (persons,  guns,  etc). 
Each  item  stored,  known  as  a  record,  is 
indexed  by  a  number  or  group  of  num¬ 
bers. 

Unfortunately,  each  record  does  not 
have  a  unique  identifying  number.  In 
the  file  of  wanted  persons,  a  name  may 
be  located  under  a  Social  Security 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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(Continued  from  Page  15) 
Number,  a  date  of  birth,  a  driver's 
license  number  or  any  other  number 
which  accompanied  the  i  '  ' 


er's  license  number  of  an  individual  ir 


,  . fency  ant*  on  several  series  within  the  make  and  model  as  the  Questioned 

may  be  nMmerica//y  identical  denominations.  Another  is  the  number  — 

32961,  which  could  be  the  serial  ni 


entered  or  revised  after  entry.  It  is  another. 


to  the  Social  Security  Number 
tary  service  number  of  a  person 


>t  the  type  of  number,  but  the 


The  situation  is  really  compounded  if  73  rifle. 


1.  f'  1  L - T. -  Serious  problems  arise  when  weapon 

ber  Ota  Colt  Cobra  .38  caliber  revolver  manufacturers  make  several  models 
well  as  that  of  a  Winchester  Model  without  distinguishing  model  numbers 


program  to  a  storage  location. 

A  great  deal  of  duplication  exists  in 

the  areas  of  persons,  guns,  articles,  . . . 

boats  and  securities.  One  number  may  leg  work  once  again  becomes 
identify  several  different  persons  or  tremely  important, 
articles.  A  simple  example  is  several  ‘  ' 
wanted  persons  entered  with  only 
dates  of  birth  that  are  identical.  A  driv-  - 


progia^to”a'’s‘torairete  °f^cer  may  request  ShlulTlhesr^^’enyeL^totec 


numerically  identical  identifiers.  Be-  information  from  NCIC  on  a  weapon  the  record  appears  to  show  t 
r,..c.  (he  machine  cannot  distinguish  with  a  serial  number.  The  reply  (if  it  is  more  identical  weapons  stolen  oi 


between  the  two,xgood  old-fashioned  not  negative)  when  displayed  on  the  ing,  possibly  at  different  times  and 
1  ...  lernainal  operator's  screen  contains  all  from  different  locations, 

data  on  all  weapons  stored  in  the  com-  An 

, - the  serial  puter  under  that  number.  The  inves-  from 

number  C24680246A.  It  may  appear  tigating  officer  must  then  proceed 
ij  ,  eliminate  those  which  are  not  the  sat 
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How  Westinghouse 
Saves  Over  $10,000 
A  Month  With  OCR 


SAVEii 

AMMEV 


Westinghouse  Credit 
Corporation’s  business 
is  financing  at  both 
retaii  and  wholesale 
customer  Ibvels. 

Before  OCR,  credit 
applications  for 
computer  input  were 
keyed  from  forms 
manually  generated 
at  a  multitude  of  field 
offices. 


Westinghouse’s 
George  Jordan  was 
instrumental  in 
replacing  this  costly 
and  cumbersome 
keypunch  operation 
with  an  Optical 
Business  Machines 
Laser  OCR-One  optical 
character  recognition 
system  and  seven 
newly  designed  forms. 
About  25,000-30,000  of 
these  forms  are 
scanned  every  month. 
The  result ...  the 
keypunching  staff  has 
been  reduced  by  over 
50%.  The  savings  from 
this  alone  amount  to 
about  $10,000  a  month! 
More  than  that, 
Westinghouse  Credit 
has  reduced  their 


reporting  time  by  three 
days  and  has  achieved 
much  better  control  of 
their  money. 

For  information  on  how 
you  can  cut  data  entry 
costs  with  the  Laser 
OCR-One  system, 
contact 

Pilly  Graham 
Vice  President/ 
Marketing 

Optical  Business 
Machines,  Inc. 

804  West  New  Haven 
Avenue 

Melbourne,  FL  32901 
(305)  727-1774 


□  send  descriptive  literature 

□  have  a  salesman  call  me 


Company 


A  reply  of  several  weapons  entered 
rom  various  parts  of  the  cduntry,  all 
with  the  same  brand  name  and  serial 
number,  can  be  both  very  frustrating 
and  time-consuming. 

More  Precision 

Greater  precision  exists  in  the  vehicle 
and  license  plate  files.  American 
automobile  serial  numbers,  referred  to 
as  vehicle  identification  numbers 
(VIN),  are  now  practically  unique,  but 
ambiguity  could  occur  with  older  vehi¬ 
cles  and  imported  autos. 

License  plate  numbers  can  be  unique 
if  a  state  and  year  of  registration  are 
included  in  entries  and  requests.  In 
most  Cases,  a  license  plate  number  will 
not  be  accepted  for  entry  without  this 
additional  information. 

In  addition  to  stolen  and  wanted 
items,  many  missing,  found  and  recov¬ 
ered  articles,  after  being  processed  and 
not  found  on  file,  are  stored.  This  is 
valuable  when,  for  example,  an- 
automobile  is  recovered  in  one  juris¬ 
diction  and  checked  through  NCIC  be¬ 
fore  the  owner  reports  the  loss  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  jurisdiction. 

A  license  plate  found  in  one  state 
may  be  entered  because  it  may  later  be 
of  interest  to  an  agenicy  in  another.  For 
example,  at  a  later  date  it  might  be 
identified  as  having  been  involved  in 
an  earlier  crime.  The  same  is  true  about 
lost  or  stolen  personal  identification 
which  could  later  be  used  to  falsify 
identity  for  criminal  purposes. 

Helpful  Information 
To  facilitate  these  operations,  each 
entry  and  tequest  contains,  in  addition 
to  the  article  and  identifying  num- 
ber(s),  an  originating  agency  identifier 
(ORI).  The  ORI  is  a  unique  number 
which  identifies  the  transmitting 
police  agency. 

Also  included  is  an  originating  case 
number  (OCA),  which  is  a  number 
used  by  that  agency  in  its  filing  system 
to  identify  the  case  or  investigation 
which  involves  the  questioned  item  or 
person.  Should  an  agency  receive  a  hit 
on  an  inquiry,  the  reply  contains  the 
ORI  and  OCA  of  the  police  agency 
that  originally  entered  the  record. 
Additionally,  the  originating  agency 
is  notified  by  NCIC  that  someone  (the 
ORI  of  the  inquiring  agency)  had' in¬ 
quired  about  one  of  its  entered  records. 
The  two  agencies  must  then  follow  up 
by  telephone,  teletypewriter  or  in  per- 

Why.are  all  of  these  identifying  num¬ 
bers  necessary?  Imagine  receiving  a  re¬ 
ply  that  the  automobile  you  have  in¬ 
quired  about  is  stolen,  but  not  being 
told  by  whom  it  was  reported.  Further, 
if  you  are  told  it  has  been  stolen  in  and 
reported  by  a  large  police  agency  such 
New  York  City,  imagine  how  you 
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would  go  about  locating  the  correct  of¬ 
ficer  and  case. 

When  a  wanted  person  is  taken  into 
custody  or  stolen  or  missing  property 
is  recovered,  only  the  originating 
agency  can  remove  the  record  and  it  is 
its  responsibility. 

While  record  removal  is  done  by  the 
entering  agencies,  record  purging  is 
completed  by  NCIC  with  differing 
criteria  for  each  file.  Wanted  persons 
are  retained  indefinitely,  as  are  stolen 
and  missing  weapons. 

Motor  vehicles  and  boats  are  retained 
for  four  years  following  the  year  of  en¬ 
try  (YOE).  YOE  is  also  included  in 
each  record  and  allows  automatic 
purging  as  are  serialized  articles,  with 
the  exception  of  money  orders  and 
travelers  checks,  which  are  only  re¬ 
tained  for  two  years. 

License  plates  are  kept  in  the  file  for 
one  year  after  the  year  of  entry.  Vehi¬ 
cles  entered  with  a  license  plate  but 
without  a  VIN  are  purged  after  90 
days. 

There  is  nothing  to  preclude  an 
agency  from  reentering  a  record  after 
its  expiration.  For  example,  a  license 
plate  number  may  be  the  only  availa¬ 
ble  evidence  in  the  investigation  of  a 
serious  offense. 

It  would  be  foolish  to  allow  the  NCIC 
record  to  be  destroyed  after  one  year. 
A  few  days  following  the  purging,  an 
officer  might  initiate  a  query  on  that 
plate,  possibly  out  of  suspicion  or  rou¬ 
tine,  and  the  response  would  be  "No 
Record." 

One  practice  that  exists  is  the  reenter- 
.  ing  of  records  when  notification  of  de¬ 
letion  arrives,  providing  enough  in¬ 
terest  still  exists  in  the  investigation. 
To  avoid  surreptitious  manipulation  or 
elimination  of  records,  originating 
agencies  are  notified  of  any  request 
for,  elimination  or  purging  of  entries. 

Quick  Record  Growth  . 

From  the  original  IS  control  ter¬ 
minals,  NCIC  grew  until  in  1971  there 
were  102  on-line  control  terminals,  and 
service  had  expanded  to  ail  FBI  offices. 
The  accompanying  chart  depicts  the 
growth  of  access  locations  and  the 
elimination  of  redundant  or  noncost- 
effective  control  terminals  as  well  as 
file  additions,  expansions  and  hits. 

From  the  data  contained  in  the  chart, 
it  can  readily  be  seen  that  the  number 
of  records  in  most  files  grew  most 
rapidly  during  the  first  three  years  of  a 
file's  existence.  Afterward,  the  percen¬ 
tage  of  growth  increase  over  the  previ¬ 
ous  year  gradually  decreased  in  most 

It  is  still  too  soon  to  have  reached  a 
level  growth  rate,  and  as  long  as  new 
users  continue  to  come  on-line  and  the 
increasing  ease  of  access  promotes  a 
higher  volume  of  entries,  inquiries  and 
hits,  reasonable  assumptions  about 
growth  rates  can  not  be  made. 

The  number  of  records  in  a  file  fluc¬ 
tuate  dramatically  because  of  unusual 
occurrences.  For  instance,  the  enor¬ 
mous  growth  in  the  stolen  securities 
file  during  1970  and  1971  was  a  result 
of  the  entering  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
serial  numbers  of  U.S.  currency  paid 
in  ransom  to  airline  hijackers  and  other 
extortionists. 


At  some  point  in  the  future,  large 
blocks  of  these  records  will  be 
simultaneously  purged,  causing  a 
drastic  drop. 

Prior  to  NCIC,  there  were  no  central 
repositories  from  which  an  officer 
could  gain  information  on  items  he 
might  have  been  investigating.  The 
process  usually  involved  many  long 
distance  telephoni:  calls,  teletypewriter 
messages,  hunches  —  and,  many  times, 
luck. 

With  the  inception  of  the  system,  a 
long  distance  telephone  call  to  one  of 
the  few  control  terminals  narrowed  the 
procedure,  but  the  time  element  was  a 
continuing  factor  when  the  informa¬ 
tion  need  was  immediate. 

Responses  during  this  period  could 
take  two  to  30  minutes.  As  peripheral 
terminals  were  attached  to  the  control 
terminals  and  other  computer  systems 
were  installed  in  other  geographic 
areas,  local  telephone  and  radio  re¬ 
quests  became  more  common. 

Many  systems  are  in  operation  today 
in  which  keyboard  terminals,  located 
in  police  vehicles,  permit  immediate 
inquiry  and  timely  response.  It  is  the 
elimination  of  the  human-to-human 
transfer  of  information  that  has  dras¬ 
tically  reduced  the  span  of  time  in¬ 
volve  from  request  to  receipt. 

1  believe  there  is  a  direct  relationship 
between  the  degree  of  suspicion  an  of¬ 
ficer  has  concerning  an  item  and  the 
amount  of  time  he  is  willing  to  wait  for 
a  response  on  that  item.  Should  no  de¬ 
gree  of  seriousness  exist,  such  as  when 
an  unfamiliar  vehicle  appears  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  location,  he  is  less  likely  to  in¬ 
itiate  a  request  if  he  knows  the  res¬ 
ponse  may  take  IS  minutes  than  if  he 
can  expect  an  answer  in  20  seconds. 

Just  as  the  record  growth  rate  rose 
and  declined,  so  did  the  number  of 
control  terminals.  In  1971  many  states 
had  more  than  one,  each  serving  cer¬ 
tain  geographic  areas  via  telephone 
and  radio  communication. 

As  control  terminal  after  control  ter¬ 
minal  was  interfaced  with  local  — 
state,  county  or  city  —  computer  sys¬ 
tems  and  provided  access  to  numerous 
agencies  through  remote  keyboard  ter¬ 
minals,  the  need  for  many  other  con¬ 
trol  terminals  was  eliminated.  Most  of 
these  which  were  eliminated  were 
operated  by  counties  or  large  cities  that 
were  later  interfaced  with  their  respec¬ 
tive  state's  computer  system 

Joint  Venture 

This  enormous  criminal  justice  data 
system  is  more  than  an  FBI-run  com¬ 
puter.  NCIC  is  a  joint  venture  com¬ 
prised  of  the  current  86  control  ter¬ 
minal  operators. 

Committees  drawn  from  the  user 
population  plan,  construct,  operate, 
evaluate  and  safeguard  the  system. 
Among  them  are  the  NCIC  Advisory 
Policy  Board,  the  NCIC  Working 
Committee,  the  Technical  Committee 
and  the  Security  and  Confidentiality 
Committee. 

The  Advisory  Board,  according  to  the 
FBI,  "recommends  to  the  FBI  general 
policy  in  connection  with  philosophy, 
concept  and  operational  principles, 
particularly  in  the  relationship  of  local 
and  state  system  with  NCIC."  The 


members  of  the  board  are  elected  by 
their  peers  —  other  control  terminal 

■  The  Working  Committee  has  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  planning,  designing 
and  updating  the  amount  and  types  of 
data  to  be  included  in  records.  In 
general  it  oversees  the  formulation, 
maintenance  and  alteration  of  the  data 


mnEPTH 

base. 

The  Technical  Committee  applies 
computer  technology  and  automation 
and  to  former  methods  of  law  enforce¬ 
ment  filekeeping  and  communications. 
The  Security  and  Confidentiality 
Committee  has  been  charged  with 
"adoptjing)  procedures  to  protect  the 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 


Are  Your  DASD’s  Drowning 
...  in  a  Sea  of  Data? 


DMS/OS  the  Wave  of  the  Future 
in  Data  Management 


DMS/OS  has  recently  become  the 
most  widely  accepted  data  manage¬ 
ment  system  available.  For  controlling 
the  every  day  problems  associated 
with  DASD  maintenance  ...  it  is  the 
wave  of  the  future. 

Here's  why  DMS/OS  is  now  the 
number  one  data  management  system; 
it  addresses  major  user  problems; 
reduces  DASD  and  CPU  operating 
costs;  user  proven  in  supporting  all 
DASD  devices  and  operating  systems; 
supported  by  DASD  experts;  well 
documented;  easy  to  load,  use  and 
maintain. 

The  BASIC  SYSTEM  includes: 

1.  Management  Reports 

2.  Archival/Retrieval 

3.  Data  Set  Retention  Control 

4.  Migration  of  Sequential  GDG's 
'  from  Disk  to  Tape 

6.  Automatic  Selective  back-up/ 
restore 


6.  PDS  Management/Compression 
■7.  Data  Set  History  File 

8.  RACF  Support 

9.  System'Tasking 

10.  Self  Diagnostics 

SELECTABLE  UNITS 

1.  VSAM  Support 

2.  TSO  Command  Processor 

3.  DASD  Space  Billing 

4.  Mass  Storage  Support*  (Real  to 
Virtual  Migration) 

6.  Volume  configurator 
DMS/OS  supports  all  IBM  360/370's 
under  MFT,  MVT,  VSl.  VS2.  MVS  and 
VM. 

Let  DMS/OS  save  your  DASD's 
from  drowning  in  a  sea  of  data. 
DMS/OS  is  available  for  a  free  30-day 
on-site  evaluation.  Call  or  write  today 
for  a  free  brochure,  functional  over¬ 
view  or  for  your  on-site  evaluation. 
DMS/OS  ...  the  wave  of  the  future 
in  data  management. 
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(Continued  from  Page  17) 
confidentiality  of  criminal  history  data 
in  the  NCIC  system." 

NCIC's  basic  purpose  is  to  "serve  as 
a  national  index  and  network  for  SO 
state  criminal  justice  systems,'"  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  FBI.  Several  purposes,  both 
concrete  and  abstract,  are  fulfilled  by 
,.this  centralized  operation. 

First,  it  has  made  unnecessary  the 
preparation  and  sending  of  countless 
wanted  posters  and  teletypewriter 
messages. 

Countless  manual  reports,  records 
and  files  no  longer  have  to  be  main¬ 
tained,  let  alone  prepared. 

And  while  these  changes  have  not 
come  without  any  local  expense,  much 
of  this  new  equipment  has  been  fund¬ 
ed  by  the  Law  Enforcement  Assistance 
Administration  (LEAA)  through  state 
planning  agencies. 

Numerous  Benefits 


Unfortunitely,  NCIC  cannot  mea¬ 
sure  the  amount  of  deterrent  it  pro¬ 
vides,  but  that  is  true  of  most  police 
activity.  Numerous  benefits  abound, 
however.  These  include  investigatory 
tirne  saved  and  an  increased  apprehen¬ 
sion  rate  for  wanted  persons  as  well  as 
recovery  of  property. 

After  all  others  have  been  described, 
however,  the  ultimate  benefit  lies  in 
the  ability  of  a  patrol  officer  to  obtain 
knowledge  about  a  vehicle  and  its  oc¬ 
cupants  prior  to  his  actual  physical 
contact  with  them. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  NCIC  to  be  a 
repository  for  all  police  information  in 
the  country.  Herein  lies  the  reasoning 
behind  development  of  state,  county 
and  some  large  municipal  information 
systems. 

Late  in  1971,  NCIC  added  its  eighth 
.  file.  Known  as  the  Computerized 
Criminal  History  (CCH),  it  developed 
from  its  forerunner  project,  the  Sys¬ 
tem  for  Electronic  Analysis  and  Re¬ 
trieval  of  Criminal  Histories  (Search), 
which  was  funded  by  LEAA. 

Like  the  other  NCIC  files,  CCH  could 
not  encompass  all  histories  of  all 
criminals.  The  NCIC  staff  and  com¬ 
mittees  formulated  certain  criteria  for 
the  file  which  excluded  all  offenses 
which  did  not  constitute  true  criminal 
activity.  Drunkenness,  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency  and  traffic  offenses  were  some 
of  the  behaviors  not  considered. 

It  was  further  decided  that  it  would 


be  the  responsibility  of  each  state  to 
determine  the  significance  of  each  en¬ 
try  as  well  as  entering,  updating  and 
modifying  the  records. 

These  records  were  designed  to  con¬ 
tain  not  only  the  personal  descriptive 
data  of  the  individual,  but  complete  ar¬ 
rest  and  court  information.  Charges, 
single  or  multiple,  are  listed  for  each 
arrest  as  well  as  the  arresting  agency 
and  date.  Follow-up  entries  by  the 
courts  then  provide  adjudication  dis¬ 
positions  for  each  charge. 

Cbrrectional  institution  entries  show 
location  of  confinement  as  well  as 


dates  of  entry  and  release.  The  CCH 
file  is  limited  to  a  degree  in  that  only 
agencies  with  a  computer  interface  can 
request  a  copy  of  the  entire  record. 

Some  of  the  other  security  features 
practiced  to  ensure  the  confidentiality 
of  CCH,  as  well  as  most  other  files, 
are; 

•  The  ensurance  of  the  physical 
security  of  participants'  computer 
sites,  as  well  as  that  of  all  remote  ter¬ 
minal  sites  on-line  for  criminal  history 
data. 

•  A  limit  on  the  number  of  personnel 
having  access  to  terminal  devices. 


•  The  screening  of  ail  such  personnel 
as  well  as  all  data  center  personnel 
having  access  to  criminal  histories. 

•  Maintenance  of  logs  and  other  ap¬ 
propriate  records  to  identify  users  of 
the  file. 

•  Establishment  of  editing  procedures 
to  ensure  file  accuracy. 

CCH  has  sparked  a  great  deal  of  con¬ 
troversy.  Privacy  has  been  the  primary 
topic  of  debate.  Of  great  concern  is  the 
possible  misuse  of  data  in  the  file,  the 
lack  of  timely  validations,  data  inac¬ 
curacies  and  the  lack  of  notations  of 
court  dispositions  of  criminal  charges. 
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Series/l  is  a  family  of  small, 
powerful,  general-purpose  com¬ 
puters  that  puts  the  emphasis 
on  productivity. 

Series/1  offers  a  choice  of  two 
processors  in  a  variety  of  storage 
sizes,  plus  a  full  range  of  I/O 
units,  high-speed  disk  storage, 
dual -sided  diskette  capability, 
both  digital  and  analog  sensor 
I/O,  line  and  matrix  printers  and 
a  choice  of  standard  or  custom¬ 
ized  display  Stations.  And  well- 
documented  us^  attachment 
features  make  it  possible  to  di¬ 
rectly  attach  non-IBM  equipment 
you  may  already  have. 


In  addition,  communications 
capabilities  include  asynch, 
bisynch  and  SDLC.  IBM’s  new 
Programmable  Communications 
Subsystem  gives  Series/1  the 
flexibility  to  simultaneously  han¬ 
dle  multiple  line  disciplines  or 
protocols  and  an  extremely  broad 
range  of  communications  I/O,  re¬ 
gardless  of  manufacturer.  And 
because  it  is  programmable,  the 
user  can  meet  changing  com¬ 
munications  requirements  with¬ 
out  having  to  add  new  hardware. 

But  the  real  news  of  Series/1 
is  the  extensive  nature  of  the 
architecture.  Both  processors— 


the  4953  (Model  3)  and  the  more 
powerful  4955  (Model  5)— fea¬ 
ture  realtime  16-bit  design, 
proven  bipolar  LSI  logic, 
MOSFET  N-channel  storage, 
microprocessor  device  control 
and  a  comprehensive  priority  in¬ 
terrupt  structure.  In  addition, 
you  get  hardware  multiply  and 
divide,  power  fail/auto  restart, 
full  double-word  arithmetic, 
parity  checking  on  all  I/O  data 
transfers  and  storage  busses  and 
a  full-function  instruction  set  in¬ 
cluding  up  to  207  microcoded  in¬ 
structions  on  the  Model  5  (with 
the  Floating  Point  Processor  fea- 
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Approximately  S29,000 as  akoum. 

Includes  a  i953 Model  D  tmt  Processor  with  Proyrammeri  Console 
i96S  Model  3  Disk/ Diskette  Unit,  4974  Matrix  Printer. 

4997 Model  IB  Rack  Enclosure  and  two  4979  Display  Stations. 
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Law  enforcement  officials  have  main¬ 
tained  that  totally  dedicated  computer 
systems  are  necessary  for  file  integrity 
while  government  officials  have  de¬ 
sired  shared  systems  for  budgetary 
reasons.  A  shared  system  is  much 
more  vulnerable  to  unauthorized  ac¬ 
cess. 

Under  NCIC  guidelines,  each  state's 
laws  provide  the  Criteria  for  handling 
records  entered  in  CCH!  Because  of 
this  lack  of  uniformity,  some  fear  a 
less  than  acceptable  handling  and  use 
of  data  in  the  file. 

Massachusetts,  which  has  some  of 


the  most  protective  legislation  enacted, 
has  opted  not  to  join  CCH.  This  action 
on  its  part  has  precluded  any  mis¬ 
handling  of  that  state's  stringently  col¬ 
lected  and  protected  information. 

The  state's  records  are  available  to' 
other  law  enforcement  agencies 
through  the  more  traditional  channels 
of  communication,  but  not  to  private 
concerns,  such  as  debt  collection  agen¬ 
cies  and  insurance  companies,  that 
may  have  been  able  to  gain  access 
through  a  state  with  little  or  no  restric¬ 
tive  legislation.. 

In  addition  to  security  safeguards. 


policy  and  law,  follow-up  procedures 
(editing)  have  been  instituted  and 
maintained  to  validate  entries. 

The  files  are  periodically  run  through 
various  computer  editing  programs 
which  check  the  records  and  ensure 
conformity  with  a  predetermined  for¬ 
mat.  When  certain  portions  of  a  record 
do  not  conform  to  a  logical  configura¬ 
tion,  this  is  reported  to  entering  agen¬ 
cies. 

Earlier,  when  discussing  the  vehicle 
file,  it  was  noted  that  American  VINs 
are  nearly  unique.  This  is  a  by-product 
of  an  encoding  method  that  vehicle 


Should  a  1968  Ford  be  entered  in  the 
1  vehicle  file,  it  must  be  accompanied  by 
1  a  VIN  or  the  record  will  be  purged  af- 
:  ter  90  days.  If  or  when  the  VIN  is  in- 
■  eluded,  it  must  be  11  characters  in 
I  length.  Using  "A"  to  represent  letters 
and  "9"  to  represent  numerals,  the 
VIN  must  be  of  the  form 
"9A99A999999." 

Any  deviation  from  this  format 
would  not  pass  the  editing  routine;  the 
originating  agency  ,  would  be  advised 
that  its  entry  was  in  error  and  asked  to 
_  obtain  and  modify  the  entry  with  the 
co^ect  information. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  accurate'infor- 
mation  is  the  basis  upon  which  ele¬ 
ments  of  a  criminal  justice  system  rely. 
Information  is  that  one  medium  which 
links  the  police  to  the  courts,  the 
judiciary  to  corrections,  prosecution  to 
rehabilitation. 

Unfortunately,  when  information  is 
unavailable,  erroneous  or  incomplete, 
the  system  fails  to  operate  with  any  ac¬ 
ceptable  degree  of  efficiency. 


Daniel  R.  Kashey  is  director  of  the 
Monmouth  County,  N.].,  Police  Com¬ 
puter  Office,  which  is  in  the  last  stages 
of  acquiring  a  system  that  will  link 
that  county's  50  municipalities  with 
the  National  Crime  Information  Cen¬ 
ter,  the  National  Law  Enforcement 
Telecommunications  System  and  the 
New  Jersey  State  Crime  Inforrrmtion 
Center. 

Kashey,  who  holds  a  bachelor's  de¬ 
gree  in  criminal  justice  and  is  close  to  a 
master's  in  computer  science,  has  six 
years'  experience  as  a  police  officer. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  Mon- 
tnouth  County,  he  teaches  courses  on 
management  information  systems  at 
Stockton  State  College. 


ture)  and  168  on  the  Model  3. 

The  Series/1  Realtime  Pro¬ 
gramming  System  manages 
system  resources  for  batch,  real¬ 
time,  communications  and  sen¬ 
sor-based  applications  in  a 
multiprogramming  environ-, 
ment.  Version  IV  of  the  Real¬ 
time  Programming  System  pro¬ 
vides  IBM  Systems  Network 
Architecture  support  for 
Series/1,  enabling  it  to  function 
as  a  cluster  controller  commu¬ 
nicating  to  host  System/370 proc¬ 
essors  over  SDLC  lines. 

In  addition.  Control  Program 
Support  provides  task  and  data 


management,  I/O  device  support 
and  operator  interface  services 
for  users  developing  a  tailored 
operating  system. 

For  application  development, 
PL/1  providestheability  to  write 
both  commercial  and  scientific 
applications  in  one  high-level 
language.  Two  other  languages, 
FORTRAN  IV  and  Assembler, 
.  are  also  offered. 

Series/1  is  supported  by 
IBM’s  extensive  service  organ¬ 
ization,  backed  by  asophisticated 
parts  inventory  system  and  a 
variety  of  portable  diagnostic 
tools  to  supplement  special  diag¬ 


nostic  features  built  into  the 
system. 

On  site  installation  by  IBM 
Customer  Engineers  plus  a  three 
month  parts  and  lalwr  warranty 
are  included  in  the  Series/1  pur¬ 
chase  price.  Ongoing  IBM  main¬ 
tenance  is  available  under  the 
IBM  Maintenance  Agreement  at 
a  fixed  monthly  charge. 

To  find  out  more  about 
Series/l,  contact  your  IBM 
Series/1  marketing  representa¬ 
tive  or  write  the  IBM  General 
Systems  Division,  P.O.  Box 
2068,  Atlanta,  =  =  = 

Georgia  30301.  =  ==  ==r= 


bility.  Service.  You  can't  beat  Series/1 
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Editorials 

Resource  Sharing 

The  idea  of  resource  sharing  then  the  systems  will  have  to  be  rel- 
typified  by  the  recent  Datapoint  egated  to  the  scrap  pile. 

Corp.  Attached  Resource  Computer  Too  often  in  the  past  users  did  not 
(ARC)  announcement  (CW,  Dec.  5)  try  or  even  examine  new  concepts 
—  and  to  a  lesser  extent  by  the  until  the  concept  received  the  "IRM 
Sycor  445  —  seems  to  be  an  idea  seal  of  approval."  Examples  of  this 
whose  time  has  come,  or  at  least  is  type  of-  thinking  abound,  but  per- 
on  the  way.  haps  the  best  is  virtual  storage  — 

However,  as  with  most  concepts  in  pioneered  by  Burroughs  Corp.  but 
the  computer  community,  the  final  not  widely  accepted  until  IBM  "in¬ 
proof  of  whether  resource  sharing  vented"  the  idea, 
will  be  beneficial  will  be  up  to  Users  will  hopefully  evaluate 
“ff®'  r.  j  .  resoure-sharing  systems  on  their 

If  users  find  they  can  make  effi-  merits  and  not  wait  until  the  idea  is 
cient  use  of  such  systems,  then  the  either  endorsed  or  blackballed  by 
systems  will  be  truly  revolutionary.  IBM. 

If  users  feel  constrained  from  test-  That's  the  only  way  innovative 
ing  the  new  concepts,  however,  systems  will  get  a  fair  test. 

Curious  Sense  of  Law,  Ethics 

The  Society  of  Certified  Data  ing  the  law  is  unethical,"' this  is  an 
Processors  (SCDP)  recently  granted  obvious  self-contradiction  and  be- 
Alan  Taylor  its  first  Founding  trays  a  dangerous  and  highly 
rather  Award,  but  in  the  process  argumentative  supposition, 
once  again  raised  many  questions  A  point  is  never  "crystal  clear" 
about  ethics.  from  the  start  in  a  debate;  that  is 

The  award  to  Taylor  was  deserved  why  it  can  be  debated. 

—  he  founded  the  soeiety  in  1971—  Moreover,  law  breaking  is  not 
but  the  questions  raised  by  the  necessarily  unethical.  One  can 

SCDP's  press  release  on  the  subject  easily  suggest  many  laws  as  "un-  arauments^ 

wS7othesociety^  e.hjar  by  a  number  of  ethical  How  Will  Justice  PreyaU?  digits. 

.a^;is^uSrhicT?‘be^Taio'i^  ^lamincredulousthatthe-privacy  an^  ustt*  aSicrSh  t'tS 

adopt  a  rok*o?ffhiMlor®fSr°data  thrinll “pm  ^1*"^*  "l  wT®'**  ^duMtlon  and  the  writing  s^^k  ViTraS^BTude? 

passing  peop&%  S^^^  Sefp  i^“a  3  oX^’JTusS  3^rT;^*  Kera^S  Sn  ^ 

iU^oonJS^arct^  -  ned  over  the  p^re^varn^ofThe  ^Youboreiswithmanufacturerar- 

'breaking  the  law  is  unethical '  "  The  onripiv  eoom  i  i.  Individual  s  privacy  than  over  the  tides  about  how  a  specialized  piece 

Thrphfase  'ethiMS  hiral  Hp  detection  and  prosecution  of  fraud,  of  hardware  or  software  fits  a 

bate" 'Reveals  a  limited  and  very  What  is  at°best“its  conn.Jn^'f '  Hovv  will  justice  ever  prevail  if  ac-  unique  application  with  implica- 

,h"  ',®t.  .‘'®  confusion  im-  cess  to  evidence  of  wrongdoing  is  tions  for  all  of  about  two  people 

..A.,'®,™  ®'V''  'Gerties  of  the  en-  denied  to  enforcement  authorities  ‘  iwo  people. 

‘^'.1  '®'^  and/or  regulations? 

®u'l®".")' ?®®®P'®  .  David  Lariscy 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


r  certification  and 


naive  conception  __  _ 

"ethics."  The  SCDP  apparently  be¬ 
lieves  human  behavior  can  be  uni-  .  cv.ucuuy  uccepis  as  an 

form  y  judged  in  discrete  portions  article  of  faith  that  data  processing  Atlanta.  Ga 
as  either  good  or  bad,"  one  or  "professionalism"  equals  "legal 

the  either. 'The  society  would  decide  recognition"  equals  SCDP  mem-  .  - 

'^hich  is  which.  bersLpequals^ubscriptionto.  the 

duahstic  SCDP  "code  of  ethics."  But  this  is  I  was  very  interested  in  the  r 

As  to  reducing  ...  debate  down  to  straining  and  -  especially  -  why  sound  and  nnw  f  "I./  Jerry  Bennis 

one  crystal  clear  point  that 'break-  they  would  w -  "  ’ 


- about  two  people. 

You  announce  endless  products 
with  little  assistance  in  placing 
them  relative  to  manufacturers' 
product  lines  and  to  other  similar 
but  well-known  items. 

Most  DP  magazines  seem  to  cover 
all  the  important  news  once  a 


Data  Past 


tical  obviously  it  is  prac-  Springfield,  Va. 

My  first  reaction  to  the  article  r>  J 

was:  Let's  send  Sysco  Engineering  Meaningful  Code 

the  Watergate  tapes  with  the  infa-  Ket  Watters'  letter  ("Cobol  Verb 
mous  18-m  nute  gap"  and  watch  Suggested."  CW.  Nov.  28]  suggested 
Washington  jump!  SPECIFY  as  a  new  verb  to  sm  a 

Columbus.  Ohio  -  ®'  ’'®'"®'  “’®' 


Less-Than-Fond  Farewell 


happens.  I  would  suggest  he  change 
his  example  code  to  the  following: 


e  following: 

OS  MAR1TAL<8TATUS>FLAG  PICTURE  N 

M  8TATU8.I8.MARRIED  VALUE  r 

M  STATUS-IS-SINGLE  VALUE  i. 

..  1,.. ....  s  PICTURE  Of  VALUES 

PICTURE  ••  VALUE!. 


Five  Years  Ago  nounced  by  IBM  along  with  the 

Dec.  13, 1972  Time  Sharing  Option  for  OS/MVT 

ANAHEIM.  Calif. -The  Fall  Joint  Torm?""!T'®iu"f  “ju  l"J®r®®‘'''5  I  spent  a.  „  - - - 

Computer  Conference  that  was  pujerworld  subscriber  I  was  temp- 

held  here  this  week  marked  the  last  f  ^  j  g ®^  j  J/1®  P®^^^  ted  to  write  letters  to  the  editor  but  This  will  allow  the  niore 

of  the  twice-yearly  shows  spon-  well  PnrirL  '  ii  "fver  was  motivated  enough.  Now  meaningful  "MOVE  VALUE-OF- 

sored  by  the  American  Federation  po®,‘  ®  uhpf®  t  ®I®'  .®  '^at  "tY  subscription  has  expired.  MARRIED  to  MARITAL-STATUS- 

^Information  Processing  Societies,  aiandard  vl«fnn  3  i®"  my  blessing,  I  am  finally  FLAG"  instead  of  "MOVE  0  TO 

The  association  Horirtprt  in  ou/iini.  tn  ®tanda™  version  of  Cobol.  metivated  enough  to  write.  MARITAL-STATUS-FLAG." 

rAMnninr^i^~  tu  r-  consider  yourself  the  com-  Les  Bain 

nTi  ^^®  P®'®*'  community  newspaper,  yet  I  Toledo,  Ohio 

mittee  of  Research  Policy  agreed  get  multiple  adverUsing  letters  as  a 
unanimously  to  permit  Harvard  result  of  your  poor  mailing  lists. 

Sf°/j®®?”.  '®D  j®  My  subscription  has  expired,  but  a 

WHITE  PLAINS  NY  —  Un-  !"i  *^‘‘°^®®'  Cambridge,  a  month  later.  I  still  receive  copies  of 

bundlpH  lan  nnmn  1=?^  •  ^  controversial  research  project  de-  your  paper, 

ing  from  $40-  to  $275/mo  were“an-  uum  fn  be1iav“'°^  computer  techni-  You  waste  endless  amounts  of 
D/mo  were  an  ques  in  behavional  sciences.  paper  rehashing  the  same  endless 


The  association  decided  to  switch  to 
a  once-a-year  format  with  greater 
emphasis  on  user  topics. 

Eight  Years  Ago 
Dec.  17, 1969 


Computer  world  welcomes  com- 
I  ments  from  its  readers.  Letters 
should  be  addressed  to;  Editor, 
Computerworld,  797  Washington 
St..  Newton.  Mass.  02160. 


Narrow  Views  Lead  to  Dead-End  DP  Career 


By  Jack  Stone 
Special  to  CW 

And  still  another  torrent  of  com¬ 
mentary  from  the  readers!  This 
.lime  it’s  in  response  to  my  column 
on  "behavior  shaping"  in  the  design 
engineering  function  fCW.  Nov.  7]. 

One  of  the  readers  wrote  a  pro¬ 
vocative  letter  on  technical  special¬ 
ization,  He  stated  that  most  DP 
managers  are  guilty  of  excessive 
concentration  on  the  growth  of  the 
technological  capabilities  of  their 
personnel,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
development  of  their  managerial 
and  leadership  qualities, 

He  believes  such  practices  have, 
in  effect,  backfired  with  respect  to 
the  careers  of  the  managers  them¬ 
selves,  since  that  technical  special¬ 
ization  has  cut  short  any  growth  up 
and  out  of  the  DP  establishment. 

But  here's  the  way  he  put  it.  What 
do  ypu  think? 

Dear  Jack: 

Mismanagement  is  indeed  a  prob¬ 
lem  in  DP.  but  at  all  levels,  not- just 


those  of  design  engineering.  The 
particular  chap  in  your  column  is 
only  one  of  the  great  many  whose 
talents  and  abilities  are  abused 
through  mismanagement.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  employees  seek  one 
employer  after  another  hoping  to 
find,  usually  in  vain,  some  profes¬ 
sional  managers? 

One  of  the  main  functions  of  a 
manager,  in  addition  to  getting  jobs 
completed,  is  to  help  develop  em¬ 
ployees  into  more  valuable  assets  to 
the  firm,  particularly  as  DP  man¬ 
agers.  This  requires  looking  upon 
employees  as  other  than  technical 
specialists  pigeon-holed  to  work 
only  in  specific  areas  of  expertise 
or  as  machines  to  be  used  for 
technical  development.  This  means 
that  the  manager  needs  to  have  a 
human  development  plan  for  each 
employee  to  broaden  his  perspec¬ 
tive  and  gain  new  knowledge  that 
can  be  applied  to  jobs  of  greater  re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

But  such  plans  run  counter  to  the 
career  development  practices  of 


most  DP  shops.  DP  managers  stress 
technical  expertise  and  specializa¬ 
tion  to  the  almost  total  exclusion  of 
any  kind  of  generalist  qualities. 
That  employee  hired  as  the  inven- 

The  Human 
Connection 


lory  control  specialist  is  on  the 
payroll  to  perform  that  job  and 
none  other  ...Thus  pigeon-holed 
specialists  remain  in  their  pigeon 
holes,  only  gaining  advancement  by 
going  to  a  new  firm,  but  finding 
they  are  to  specialize  once  again. 

To  development  potential  man¬ 
agers,  the  DP  manager  has  to  in¬ 
clude  some  kind  of  program  for 
managerial  training  to  be  taught  to 
interested  employees.  This  is  not 
possible  for  most  DP  managers,  be¬ 
cause  they  know  far  too  little  about 
management  principles,  methods 


Exam  Time  Approaching 

Test  Yourself  on  20  Sample  GDP 


and  techniques,  having  themselves 
.been  moved  up  from  some  role  as 
super  specialist  or  expert  tech¬ 
nologist.  This  entire  process  fosters 
and  builds  heavily  upon  the  pre¬ 
mise  that  you  can  only  do  what  you 
have  done  before,  that  it  is  too  cos¬ 
tly.  too  time-consuming  to  train  em¬ 
ployees  in  new  applications  areas... 
The  unwillingness  of  upper  man¬ 
agement  to  promote  DP  managers 
into  line  functions  is  the  inevitable 
outcome  of  hiring  practices  and 
qualifications  demands  that  are 
based  on  technology  specialization. 
Thus.  DP  managers  perpetuate  the 
very  climate  and  conditions  which 
limit  themselves  to  a  dead-end 
career  path!... 

Most  DP  managers  do  not  curry 
development  of  fast-track  em¬ 
ployees  who  show  marked  potential 
for  leadership  because  such  per¬ 
sons  would  then  become  threats  to 
the  DP  manager's  job.  These  people 
are  either  held  in  check  through 
repetition  of  poor  assignments 
fContinued  on  Page  22) 


The  1978  Certificate  in  Data  Proc¬ 
essing  CDP  examination  is  upon  us, 
and  practically  the  only  question 
left  is  whether,  people  who  have  not 
put  in  their  applications  should  try 
out  in  one  or  more  sections.  Well,, 
one  way  to  decide  this  would  be  to 

try  out  the  sample _ 

questions  from  . 

the  study  guide. 

Then,  if  you  want  ^  .  Tkip 
to  know  how  you 
scored  (I  think  TavlOF 

you  will  probably 
know  anyway),  s^CpOrl 

you  can  call  the  By 

Institute  for  the  Alan 

Certification  of  Taylor 

Computer  Profes-  ^  CDP 

sionals  (ICCP)  at 

(212)  888-3208.1 _  |r 

They  can  also 
help  you  with  regard  to  applica¬ 
tions,  etc. 


The  annual  examination,  run  by  resulii 
the  ICCP  to  establish  high  stan-  4.  Th 
dards  for  data  processors  by  em- 
phasizing  both  breadth  and  practi-  nig 
cality,  has  five  sections  —  Data  Pro-  i.  j, 
cessing  Equipment,  Computer  Pro-  2.  o 
gramming  and  Software.  Principles  ® 

of  Management.  Quantitative  * 
Methods,  and  Systems  Analysis  and  Se 

Design.  5 

The  institute  awards  a  certificate  hibitec 
of  excellence  to  the  top  scorer  ® 
among  the  first-time  participants  in  J'  9 
each  section.  The  overall  top  scorer  3'  c 
receives  a  $500  check  along  with  the  i.  e 
certificate.  s.  Ac 

The  multiple-choice  examination  5^“?^ 
is  open  to  all  and  fees  are  $35  plus  i®??. 
$10  per  section.  It  will  be  given  all  1.  jy 
over  the  U.S.  and  in  Canada  on  Feb.  2.  P 
18.  If  you  need  an  application,  then  3-  FI 
call  that  New  York  number  im- 
mediately,  as  otherwise  it  will  be  „ou|, 
too  late  for  this  year.  1.  pe 


Questions 


2.  PERFORM  SBR-A  THI 
TIMES 

3.  COMPUTE  CROSSPAY  - 


vices,  alphanumeric  and  graphic, 

3.  Graphic  COM  devices  are  used 
marily  as  substitutes  for  impact  printer 

4.  COM  devices  can  write  characte 


is  required  over  the  tong  term 
maintaining  a  larm  staff  of  sys- 
imming  people  and  reduces  over- 


Sectlon  5.  Systems  Analysis  and  Design 
17.  What  would  be  the  correct  check  digit 
(X).  using  the  sum  of  the  digits  method,  for 
the  identification  code  B5463X? 


PERFORM  10  TIMES  SBR-B  THRU  SBR-  digits,  how 


goals  and  objectives 

20.  Which  of  the  following  is  the  LEAST  de 
sirable  purpose  for  conducting  a  posi 
Installation  systems  audit? 


ine  acluai  improvements 
Kmretfrsystemis  performing  ^ 
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raCOMPUTBtWORLD 


ACQUISITION  WANTED 

Boston-based  computer  terminal  lease/service  Com¬ 
pany  would  like  to  acquire  Sales-orlented  company 
with  Fortune  1000  customer  base.  Our  strong  suits  are 
administrative  and  financial  expertise,  plus  excess  cash 
flow  from  operations  and  lines  of  credit.  Qualified  or¬ 
ganizations  are  Invited  to  participate  in  our  explosive 
growth  —  We  double  revenues  every  two  years,  and 
earn  10%+  profits.  Contact  PHILLIP  K.  CIOLFI,  Pros. 

SELECTERM,,«c 

2  AUDUBON  RD./WAKEFIELb,  MA  01880  (617)246-1300 


DP  Careers  Often  Dead  Ends 


December  12,  1977 


(Continued  from  Page  21) 
which  do  not  lei  them  ex¬ 
pand  or  else  fired... 

To  find  firms  that  develop 
their  people  for  manage¬ 
ment  slots  is  so  difficult  that 
in  actuality  very,  very  few 
DP  personnel  ever  succeed 
IS  managers... 

I  do  not  think  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  the  perpetuation ’of 
these  abysmal  conditions  of  ' 
management  careers  rests 
entirely  with  the  D.P 
managers  themselves.  Cer¬ 


tainly  the  attitudes  of  upper 
management  towards  DP 
managers  —  that  they  are 
but  so  many  technicians 
who  are  incompetent  to  rise 
higher  —  have  also  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  close- 
endedness  of  DP  careers. 

All  too  frequently,  upper 
management  stresses  tech¬ 
nological  specialization  as  a 
must  for  DP  management. 

It  is  to  be  wondered  how 
upper  management  ever  ex¬ 
pects  these  conditions  to 
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9-1 0  Presentations  on  the  following  EDP- Audit  softwere  systems: 

EDI^NIDIIOR  EOtNUIDITOR/a  CUS3 


This  system  is  an  adaptation 
of  the  weli  known  Cuilinane 
CULPRIT  report  generator, 
especially  written  for  the  . 
auditing  function.  It  Includes  a 
complete  library  of  audit  rou¬ 
tines  and  does  not  require  DP 
experience  for  use.  Operates 
on  IBM  360/370  computers. 


This  system  gives  complete 
audit  and  retrieval  capabilities 
to  the  IBM  System/3  user. 
Vltorking  in  a  “load-and-go” 
environment,  it  handles  a  wide 
range  of  data  retrieval  includ¬ 
ing  multiple  sorted  reports, 
sequential  interval  extraction, 
sampling  and  aging. 


This  system  installs  in  any 
computer  which  has  a  full 
ANS  COBOL  compiler,  includ¬ 
ing  IBM,  Honeywell,  Bur¬ 
roughs,  Univac  and  NCR. 


10-12  User  presentations 
12-1  Lunch  break 

1- 2  Auditing  Database  management  systems 

2- 3  Discussions  of  auditing  topics 


Cities 

Miami,  FLA 
Boston,  MA 
Chicago,  ILL 
Detroit,  Ml 
Montral,  QUE. 

Philadelphia,  PA  reo.  / 
San  Francisco,  CA  Feb.  7 
Washington,  DC  Feb.  21 
Los  Angeles,  CA 
New  York,  NY 
Birmingham,  AL 
Minneapolis,  Ml 


Dates 

Jan.  10 
Jan.  17 
Jan.  18 
Jan.  25 
Jan.  31 
Feb.  7 


Feb!  21 
Mar.  7 
Mar.  9 
Mar.  15 


Howto  register 

{~Mail  coupon  or  telephone  (61 7)i37^66b6~ 

I  I  plan  to  attend  your  seminar  in _ 

I  I'm  primarily  interested  in _ 

I  - EDP-AUDITOR3 _ 

J  NameL_ 

I 


-EDP-AUDITOR 
—CARS  3 


Organization- 


I  City- 


j  Tel.  No.  (  )l_ 


MSend  confirmation  to— 


—My  computer  is 


_2ipL_ 


Cuilinane  Corporation 

Wellesley  Office  Pork,  20  William  Sf.,  Wellesley,  Moss.  021 81  (61 7)  237-6600 


change  when  it  also, 
through  narrowmindedness 
and  tunnel  vision,  per¬ 
petuates  these  limiting  and 
limited  viewpoints  of  DP. 
Somehow,  upper  manage¬ 
ment  has  to  be  educated  so 
it  can  adopt  a  wider  view 
about  DP  functions  and  DP 
personnel.  If  not,  the  cur¬ 
rent  conditions  which  cause 
25%  to  35%  turnover  of  DP 
managers  annually  will 
continue,  and  DP  as  a  long- 
range  career  will  remain 
but  a  dead-end  road  which 
stops  at  the  DP  managerial 
level. 

In  closing.  I’d  like  to  ask 
where  the  desperately 
needed  changes  begin  and 
when  they  will  begin.  Are 
we.  doomed  to  have  DP 
always  remain  as  it  is  today, 
a  function  of  firehouse 
operations  and  manage- 
mejit  by  panic? 

Letters  to  Stone  should  be 
addressed  to  him  at  Suite 
222,  2233  Wisconsin  Ave. 
N.W.,-  Washington,  D.C. 
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CPE  Methodology  Helped 

Cray-1  Evaluated  Despite  Site  Problems 


By  Don  Leavilt 
CW  Staff 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  - 
Several  attempts  to  evaluate  the 
unconventional  power  of  the 
Cray-1  array  processor  from 
Cray  Research,  Inc.  provided  a 
study  team  with  both  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  system  and  an 
evaluation  methodology  that  ul¬ 
timately  worked  well  despite 
severe  time  and  resource  con¬ 
straints. 

The  study  was  conducted 
jointly  by  the  Federal  Computer. 
Performance  Evaluation  and 
Simulation  Center  (Fedsim)  and 
personnel  at  the  Los  Alamos 
ScienHfic  Laboratory  (LASL). 
The  Cray-1  was  being  considered 
as  a  replacement  for  one  or  more 
of  the  Control  Data  Corp.  76008 
at  LASL,  according  to  Fedsim's 
David  Lindsey. 

One  of  the  evaluation  team's. 
,  chief  constraints  was'a  need  for 
demonstrable  impartiality,  Lind¬ 
sey  told  attendees  at  the  national 
conference  held  here  recently  by 
the  Computer  Measurement 
Group  (CMG)  and  the  Associa¬ 
tion  for  Computing  Machinery's 
Special  Interest  Group  on  Com¬ 
puter  Performance  Measurement 
(Sigmetrics). 

In  acfdition,  the  team  was  faced 
with  an  established,  inflexible 
deadline:  The  Cray-l  —  "It  was 
Serial  No.l,  by  the  way"  —  was 
on  loan  to  the  lab  for  six  months, 
Lindsey  noted. 

But  the  building  of  a  good  test 
was  hampered  by  a  workload 
characterized  by  Fortran  pro¬ 
grams  up  to  50,000  lines  long 
and  by  the  absence  of  a  Fortran 
compiler  for  the  Cray  CPU. 

The  initial  absence  of  effective 
I/O  for  the  Cray  also  added  to 
the  team's  difficulties.  The , 
"primitive"  operations  environ¬ 
ment  of  the  Cray  "severely 
limited"  the  programmers  work¬ 
ing  on  the  test,  according  to 

All  communications  with  the 
Cray-1  was  handled  through  a 
Data  General  Eclipse.  Magnetic 
.  tapes  prepared  for  other 
machines  at  the  lab  could  be  read, 
"but  only  after  an  elaborate 
translation  procedure." 

There  was  only  one  card  punch 
and  the  Cray  software  was 


geared  to  a  card  format  incom¬ 
patible  with  other  lab  work, 
Lindsey  said. 

The  initial  evaluation  method 
considered  was  based  solely  on 
the  CPU  cycle  times  of  the  two 
machines:  12.5  nsec  for  the 
Cray-1  and  27.5  nsec  for  the 
CDC  7600.  The  ratio  of  those 
two,  2.2,  could  naively  be  the 
speed  ratio  of  the  two  machines, 
Lindsey  acknowledged. 

But  that  didn't  work  since  they 
required  different  numbers  of 


get  the  same  operation  done, 
Lindsey  pointed  out. 

Detailed  simulation  was  re¬ 
jected  as  an  evaluation  approach 
in  part  because  the  creation  of  an 
effective  simulator  would  have 
required  levels  of  support  "far 
beyond  the  human  and  time  re¬ 
sources  available"  to  the  evalu¬ 
ation. 

The  same  could  be  said  for 
benchmarking,  Lindsey  con¬ 
tinued.  That  would  have  re¬ 
quired,  as  the  simplest  level,  re- 


CW  at  Sigmetrics/CMG 


cycles  and  even  different  num- 
■  bets  of  instructions  to  ac¬ 
complish  comparable  operations. 

The  next  proposal  was  to  con¬ 
sider  the  frequency  of  instruc¬ 
tions  types  used  on  the  CDC 
?600,  assume  there  would  .be  a 
comparable  frequency  of  the 
same  types  on  the  Cray-1  and 
then  compare  the  published  ex¬ 
ecution  times  for  the  instructions 
on  the  two  machines: 

But  that  approach  didn't  take 
the  differing  overlap  techniques 
into  account,  nor  the  different 
number  of  instructions  used  to 


cording  the  existing  Fortran  pro¬ 
grams  into  Assembler  language 
for  each  machine  because  the 
Ctay-1  had  no  Fortran  at  that 
time. 

The  sequential  rejection  of  each 
of  those  methods  finally  led  the 
evaluation  team  to  the  idea  of  ex¬ 
tracting  benchmark  kernels  from 
existing  CDC  7600  pro- 
grams.These  kernels  must  come 
from  programs  that  consumed 
enough  CDC  7600  time  to  merit 
conversion  to  the  Cfay-l,  the 
team  decided. 

Beyond  that,  only  programs 


that  would  continue  to  be  used  at 
cutrent  or  increased  levds  and 
for  which  support  for  conversion 
existed  within  their  own  user 
groups  would  be  used  as  a  sam¬ 
ple  base,  Lindsey  said. 

Five  programs  were  selected  for 
sam(tlings,  and  every  nth  posi¬ 
tion  in  memory  provided  the 
base  instruction  for  the  bench¬ 
mark  kernel.  The  Fortran  in¬ 
structions  on  either  side  of  the 
selected  one  were  also  included  in  ' 
the  kernel,  which  was  recoded  in 
Assembler  and  executed  on  each 
of  the  machines. 

The  team  decided  that  for  the 
Cray  CPU  to  be  found  accepta¬ 
ble,  at  least  50%  of  the  kernels 
would  have  to  run  twice  as  fast 
on  the  Cray-1  as  on  the  CDC 
7600.  If  the  results  were  incon¬ 
clusive  in  the  first  small  sam¬ 
pling,  more  kernels  would  be 
drawn  until  a  decision  was  ob- 

"Fortunately  for  the  health  of 
the  programmers  involved,"  the  ' 
Cray-1  passed  all  the  tests  in  the 
first,  minimum-size  sample, 
Lindsey  said.  The  speed  ratios 
ranged  from  4.12  to  2.03  and, 
when  the  basic  tests  were  com¬ 
pleted,  closer  studies  showed  the 
Cray-1  was  not  only  faster  but 
"cleaner  "  in  design,  he  added. 


OS  Files  Compared  by  'Accuchek' 


NEWTON,  Mass.  -  An  OS 
file-compare  utility  that  is  said  to 
obsolete  IBM's  lEBCOMPR  is 
now  available  from  Arkay  Com¬ 
puter,  Inc. 

The  IBM  routine  simply  dumps 
unequal  records  on  the  printer  in 
hexadecimal  form  without  any 
indication  of  where  the  mismatch 
occurred  while  Arkay's  Ac¬ 
cuchek  package  underlines  all 
bytes  that  are  unequal,  according 
to  a  spokesman. 

Accuchek  provides  the  user 
with  a  variety  of  options  that  in¬ 
clude  hex  or  character  printouts, 
side-by-side  listings  for  a 
"natural"  and  more  comfortable 
comparison  and  field-by-field 
comparisons  so  irrelevant  mis¬ 
matches  can  be  ignored,  he  said. 

The  control  cards  are  very 
nearly  free-form  with  a 
10-column  range  for  the  start  of 


the  operation  code  and  the  ability 
to  enter  keyword  parameters  in 
any  sequence,  he  added. 

All  control  card  entries  are  op¬ 
tional  with  defaults  established 
for  certain  omissions,  Arkay 

The  Accuchek  user  can  also  set 
parameters  to  limit  printing  to 
lines  that  contain  errors.  This 
averts  the  flood  of  paper  that  can 
accompany  the  use  of  IBM's  util¬ 
ity,  which  does  not  have  such 
selectivity,  the  spokesman 
claimed. 

Printing  by  the  IBM  software 
will  cease  only  after  it  has  iden¬ 
tified  10  consecutive  error  rec¬ 
ords  or  the  end  of  the  file,  Arkay 
said.  Accuchek's  control  cards 
include  a  parameter  that  can  re¬ 
portedly  stop  the  run  once  any 
predeterrhined  number  of  rec¬ 
ords  or  .errors  have  been  iden¬ 


tified  regardless  of  whether  they 
are  consecutive. . 

The  independent's  utility  has 
the  flexibility  to  process  and 
match  ascending  key  files,  com¬ 
pensating  for  missing  records, 
according  to  its  vendor.  Com¬ 
parisons  can  be  made  on  unequal 
length  files  or  on  unequal  length 
fields;  the  user  identifies  what  is 
to  be  compared  and  may  specify 
what  is  acceptable  filler  when  the 
things  being  compared  are  of  dif¬ 
ferent  lengths. 

Accuchek  can  process  fixed, 
variable,  undefined  and  Vsam 
files  under  any  OS/VS  environ¬ 
ment,  the  spokesman  said.  Ex¬ 
ecution  time  is  said  to  equal  or 
surpass  that  of  the  IBM  utility. 

The  package  is  available  for 
$800.  Arkay  is  at  24  Manor 
House  Road,  Newton,  Mass. 
02159. 


New  Measures  Sought 

Obfuscation  No  Help  to  Anyone 


Microdata 

Authorized  Royale  Dealers 

Anchorage  907/276-2431 
Atlanta  404/266-8900 
Boston  617/273-2920 
Chicago  312/298-3840 
Cincinnati  513/671-1888 
Cleveland  216/621-1888 
Dallas  214/358-2468 
Denver  303/773-1510 
Detroit  313/358-1950 
Harrisburg  717/763-0850 
Houston  713/440-6111 
Kansas  City  913/321-7902 
Los  Aingeles  213/685-8910 
or  714/521-4041 
Memphis  901/274-5960 
Miami  305/565-0517 
-  or  305/940-9994 
Miiwaukee  414/679-3127 
Minneapolis  612/835-1000 
Newark  201/964-6700 
New  Orieans  318/325-9618 
New  York  212/840-1555 
Oakland  415/547-6565 
Philadelphia  609/779-1901 
Phoenix  602/275-7511 
Pittsburgh  412/281-2676 
Portiand  503/245-6631 
Raleigh  919/782-6020 
Roanoke  703/563-4444 
San  Diego  714/560-0777 
San  Francisco  415/697-0430 
Seattle  206/641-4990 
Spokane  509/624-1308 
St.  Louis  314/946-6757 
Syracuse/Utica  315/797-8062 
Tampa  813/879-5467 
or  813/823-0591 
Vlfeshington.  D.C.  703/549-4300 
Australia  (02)  922-3300 
United  Kingdom  0442-61266 
Mexico-905-536-05-57  . 

Nigeria  21361 

Puerto  Rico  809/844-3020 
South  AfriM  48-0520 
Toronto  416/362-1157 
Vancouver  604/438-7361 
Vfenezuela  45.  70. 15 


By  Don  Leavitt 
CW  Staff 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Many  of 
the  traditional  and  widely  used 
measures  of  computer  system  perfor¬ 
mance  are  obfuscatory:  they  measure 
the  wrong  thirds,  the  fight  things 
wrongly,  or  nothing  at  all,  according  to 
David  F.  Stevens  of  Lawrence  Berkeley 
Laboratory,  University  of  California. 

DP  management  should  avoid  some 
of  the  older  terms  and  adopt  a  set  of 
measures  that  "illuminate,  rather  than 
obfuscate,  the  true  external  character" 
of  a  system,  Stevens  warned  attendees 
at  a  recent  joint  meeting  held  here  by 
the  Computer  Measurement  Group 
(CMG)  and  the  Association  for  Com¬ 
puting  Machinery's  Special  Interest 
Group  on  Computer  Performance 
Measurement  and  Evaluation 
(Sigmetrics). 

The  real  problem,  he  acknowledged, 
is  the  ease  with  which  words  in  the 
English  language  can  acquire  new 
meanings. 

Stevens  analyzed  "availability"  as  an 
example  of  what  he  meant.  That  term 
once  referred  to  the  frachon  of  the 
time  the  ^stem  could  be  used.  In  DP 
jargon,  hbwever,  it  has  come  to  be  syn¬ 
onymous  with  "uptime"  and  is  seen  as 
the  fraction  of  scheduled  time  the  sys¬ 
tem  is  available  to  the  computer  center. 
Thai  "new"  definition  reduces  the 
tinte  base.  Time  devoted,  to  preventive 
maintenance  or  operating  system  de¬ 
velopment  and  installation  is  excluded  . 
.  from  "scheduled  time,"  he  noted. 

The  time  considered  "available"  by 
DPers  includes  many  periods  when  the 
system  is  not,  in  fact,  fully  usable. 

Tests  Suggest: 
Check  Language 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  The  ag¬ 
gregate  results  of  some  recent  experi¬ 
ments  on  the  relative  efficiency  of 
various  high-level  languages  tend  to 
support  the  use  of  the  languages  in  ap¬ 
plication  areas  for  which  they  were  de¬ 
signed. 

But,  according  to  Jerome  W.  Blaylock 
of  Texas  Southern  University,  the  ex¬ 
ceptions  were  sufficient  to  merit  the 
consideration  of  using  high-level 
languages  for  the  solution  of  problems 
which  differ  from  those  for  which  the 
languages  were  meant  to  be  used. 

After  describing  tests  he  had  run 
while  at  the  University  of  Houston,  he 
told  a  session  of  the  recent  Sigmetrics/ 
CMG  conference  here  "one  possibility 
is  to  program  selected  applications  in 
two  or  more  languages  to  determine 
which  is  more  efficient"  on  a  case-by¬ 
case  basis. 

Even  at  the  start  of  his  experiments, 
he  recognized  that  languages  generally 
were  created  to  cope  with  particular 
types  of  problems.  But  he  wondered  if 
an  installation  might  not  be  betterlaff — 
using  available  compilers  and  people 
knowledgeable  in  their  use  than 
switching  to  another  language  just  be¬ 
cause  it  is  more  appropriate  for  some 
problem. 

The  hardware  used  by  Blaylock  was  a 
Univac  1108  running  under  the  Exec  8 
operating  system  at  the  University  of 
Houston  computer  center. 

(Continued  on  Page  26) 


These  include  both  start-up  times  and 
run-down  times.  Time  devoted  to  re¬ 
running  lost  or  interrupted  jobs  is  also 
counted  as  "available,"  Stevens  said. 

The  "rtew"  definition  of  availability 
is  deceptive  because  these  differences 
combine  to  give  an_  impression  of  a 

CWat 

Sigmetrics/CMG 

much  higher  level  of  performance  than 
that  seen  by  the  user.  Even  if  DP  is 
satisfied,  the  end  user  may  not  be,  he 
warned. 

As  ah  example  of  how  different  the 
view  of  the  DP  manager  and  the  user 
can  be,  he  described  a  one-shift  opera¬ 
tion  with  an  hour  of  maintenance- on 
Monday  and  an  hour  of  system  de¬ 


velopment  time  every  day- 

Startups  take  half  an  hour  each  and 
rundowns  take  half  an  hour  before  the 
system  development  time  and  an  hour 
before  the  end  of  day,  he  continued. 
He  further  assumed  a  system  crash  for 
15  minutes  one  day  and  another  for  an 
hour,  each  requiring  start-up  time  af¬ 
terward. 

By  the  current  defintion,  this  center 
had  the  System  for  32.75  hours  out  of 
34  for  a  seenjingly  respectable  96.3% 
availability.  The  user,  however,  would 
find  the  system  available  —  in  the 
sense  of  being  able  to  accept  his  input 
—  only  19.25  out  of  40  working  hours, 
or  48.1%  of  the  time. 

Discrepancies  of  this  magnitude  — 
"which  are  not  uncommon"  help  to 
explain  the  failure  of  some  DP 
managers  to  understand  their  users’ 
cries  of  anguish  and  Outrage,  Stevens 
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I DDP  Adds  New  Twist 
To  Traditional  CPE 

WASHINCTON,  D.C.  -  As  long  as  improved,  costs  remain  in  line,  and 
distributed  data  processing  (DDP)  sys-  generally  better  DP  operations  result 
teiris  include  a  centralized  CPU  as  a  in  the  long  run,  he  said.  Otherwise  the 
major  node  -  "and  m  most  cases,  they  effort  will  have  been  a  waste  of  time, 
will"  -  many  of  the  traditional  com-  effort  and  money, 
puter  performance  evaluation  (CPE)  At  the  top  of  his  list  of  performance 
techniques  and  measures  will  remain  considerations  for  DDP  systems 
Ph«r  ’  view  of  Howard  raised  the  issue  of  economy  of 


cecnntques  ana  measures  will  remain  considerations  for  DDP  systems 
HcmV’  important,  in  the  view  of  Howard  raised  the  issue  of  economy  of 

Phillip  C.  Howard.  - - - -i _ 

[  In  addition,  there  will  be  less  concern  /^T  A  7  a. 

about  the  performance  of  mini-  V_W  flt 

computers  and  other  small  units  that  , 
make  up  the  distributed  part  of  the 

system,  the  publisher  of  £DP  Per-  V 

formance  Review  predicted  in  a  ses-  _ _ 

Sion  at  the  recent  joint  conference  here  scale.  He  noted  that  in  our  present 
of  the  Computer  Measurement  Group  transition  period  there  is  no  clear  in- 
(CMG)  and.  the  Association  for  Com-  dication  that  centralized,  decentralized 
puting  Machinery's  Special  Interest  or  distributed  systems  are  "auto- 
Group  on  Computer  Performance  matically"  the  most  cost-effective  ap- 
Measurement  and  Evaluation  (Sig-  proach  any  more, 
metrics). 

However,  he  warned,  there  will  be  Bases 

new  considerations  for  the  perfor-  One  significant  characteristic  of  dis- 
mance  analyst,  particularly  relating  to  tributed  systems,  Howard  conHnued, 
data  base  distribution  and  communica-  is  the  distributed  data  base.  But  a  prob- 
tions.  If  an  installation  decides  to  lem  arises  when  there  is  a  need  for 
adapt  the  distributed  approach,  it  will  both  centralized  and  distributed  data, 
be  to  the  analysts'  benefit  to  track  the  he  said. 

results  carefully.  He  cited  an  article  in  EDP  Industry 

They  must  be  sure  user  services  are  Review  that  suggested  it  makes  sense 
_  ^  to  distribute  a  data  base  —  more  ac- 

Tests  Suggest: 

Check  Language  SKlr.i"”’" ""  “ 

Because  of  the  cost  of  communica- 
(Continued  from  Page  25)  tions  and  the  limited  capacity  of  com- 

The  algorithms  chosen  were  divided  munication  lines,  file  transfers  to  and 
into  two  basic  categories:  scientific  bom.  remote  sites  must  be  kept  at  a 
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(Continued  from  Page  25)  tions  and  the  limited  capacity  of  com- 

The  algorithms  chosen  were  divided  munication  lines,  file  transfers  to  and 
into  two  basic  categories:  scientific  horn,  remote  sites  must  be  kept  at  a 
(with  substantial  computation)  and  minimum,  he  warned, 
business  (with'  information  processing  Traditional  disk  and  mass  storage  op- 
emphasized).  Blaylock  had  five  "scien-  timization  problems  related  to  access 
tific"  algorithms  with  arithmetic  com-  hme  and  space  utilization  still  apply, 
putations,  iterative  processes,  ftinc-  Continuing  attention  must  be  given  to 


tions  and  matrix  manipulations.  such  things  as  aUocatii 

The  three  "business"  algorithms  in-  drives,  optimum  place 
eluded  I/O  processing,  report  format-  ^nd  channel  assignmei 
ting  and  logical  decisiOn-making,  he  . 

added.  Disk  Bottlenecks 

■Two  subroutines  were  used  to  deter-  As  long  as  disk  devices  with  rel- 
I  mine  the  execution  time's'of  the  expert-  atively  long  access  and  data  transfer 
1  ments.  The  first  subrouHne  got  the  times  (relative  to  CPU  speeds)  are  in 
starting  time  and  stored  it  in  common,  use,  they  will  be  a  source  of  system 
The  second  got  the  ending  time,  bottlenecks,  Howard  asserted, 
calculated  the  elapsed  time  to  (he  Performance  considerations  related  to 


nearest  one-tenth  of  a  millisecond  and  a  central  mainframe  running  as  a  key- 
pnnted  it.  stone  in  the  DDP  setting  are  much  as 

Generally,  the  execution  times  for  the  they  are  in  a  conventional  environ- 
totol  versions  of  the  experiments  ment,  with  one  or  two  additions,  he 
with  computational  characteristics  continued.  If  offloading  of  some  of  the 
were  greater  than  those  for  the  Fortran  work,  and  probably  some  reduction  in 
and  Algol  versions,  but  Blaylock  noted  the  size  of  the  performance  staff, 
several  exceptions  in  which  the  Ascii-  doesn't  take  place  as  the  DDP  system 
oriented  Cobol  versiotis  were  com-  matures,  "It  may  be  an  indication  that 
parable  to  those  of  both  Fortran  and  the  entire  basis  on  which  the  system  is 
AM-  based  is  faulty." 

The  execution  times  for  the  Algol  Monitoring  of  the  outerHinits  may  be 
versions  of  the  experiments  were  worthwhile,  he  said,  but  only  if  there 
greater,  alinost  without  exception,  are  a  number  of  identical  units  doing 
than  for  the  Fortran  versions.  the  same  ffiing. 


than  for  the  Fortran  versions.  the  same  thing. 

The  experiments  involving  informa-  _  ,  ' 

tion  processing  as  a  major  characteris-  Proceedings  Available 
tic  indicate  that  Fortran  is,  or  can  be,  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  The 
an  effective  alternative  to  Cobol.  Algol  320-page  proceedings  of  the  Si«- 

was  left  out  of  these  tests,  Blaylock-  .  metrics/CMG  VIII  conference  are 

noted,  because  of  file  incompatibilities.  ^  available  for  $3S/copy  from  either  the 
In  further  work  on  the  comparative  Association  for  Computing  Machinery 
analysis  of  high  level  languages,  the  (ACM)  Order  Dept.,  P.O.  Box  12105, 
number  and  variety  of  algorithms  Church  St.  Sta.,  New  York,  N.Y. 
chosen  and  the  num^r  of  different  10249;  or  Ian  K.  Roome,  CMG  Trea- 
program  authors  should  be  expanded,  surer,  17648  San  Candello  St.,  Foun- 


—  - - -  - - i^age  2 

Data  Management  Eased  With  Dictionary  Use 


In  the  last  year  there  has  been  a 
growing  interest  both  in  data  manage¬ 
ment  and,  as  a  natural  complement,  in 
data  dictionaries.  Despite  this  interest 
there  is  still  considerable  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  many  users  as  to  what  data 
management  really  is  and  why  it  is  im¬ 
portant  both  to  themselves  and  to  their 
companies. 

This  is  strange  because  those  same 
.users  were  quick  to  spot  the  in¬ 
formation-giving  aspects  of  comput¬ 
ing  and  have  been  instrumental  in 
moving  DP  away  from  the  bread-and- 
butter  attitude  of  the  60s,  when  to 
have  both  the  payroll  and  the  sales 
ledger  systems  up  and  running  was 
considered  a  major  achievement. 

Very  few  responsible  managers  still 
see  their  computer  as  little  more  than  a 
mechanized-  clerk.  Those  same 
managements  have  generally  realized 
that  information  means  profits  —  pro¬ 
vided  it  can  be  garnered  and  processed 
in  time  for  its  effects  to  be  felt  in  the 
marketplace,  on  the  shop  floor  or  in 
the  general  administration  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 


past,  there  has  been  little  or  no  effec¬ 
tive  way  of  managing  if. 

Such  piecemeal  development  is  by 
definition  uncontrolled  development, 
necessitated  by  the  learning  process 
which  has  taken  place  among  most 
users  since  the  introduction  of  third- 
generation  equipment.  It  is  only  now 
being  realized  that  it  is  the  rela¬ 
tionships  between  items  of  data,  as 
well  as  between  the  processes- that  use 
them,  that  are  significant.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  without  some  effective  form 
of  ' control  these  relationships  cannot 
be  recognized  and  therefore  cannot  be 


Various  methods  of  control  have 
been  attempted,  particularly  in  those 
installations  using  data  base  tech¬ 
niques,  but  they  have  tended  to  con¬ 


centrate  on  the  information  aspects  of 
the  data  resource  while  ignoring  the 
processes  involved. 

Additionally,  if  based  on  a  manual 
system,  the  systems  become  so  cum¬ 
bersome  that  they  are  either  dis¬ 
credited  as  being  unworkable  or  a  con¬ 
siderable  staff  has  to  be  maintained  to 
do  no  more  than  record  which  module 
uses  which  iteih  of  data. 

By  the  time  the  interrelationships- be¬ 
tween  all  the  modules  that  use  a  par¬ 
ticular  data  element  have  been,  drawn, 
the  average  manual  system  is  working 
to  capacity  arid  beyond,  omitting  ques¬ 
tions  of  security  and  precluding  the 
possibility  of  using  those  relationships 
in  the  generation  of  management  re¬ 
ports  or  documentation.  At  best  the 
situation  can  be  created  whereby  the 


data  resource  is  prepared  for  manage¬ 
ment  rather  than  in  the  process  of  be¬ 
ing  managed. 

Management  of  the  data  resource  is 
identical  in  principle  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  any  other  resource  and  the  ob¬ 
jective  is  the  same  -  to  reduce  the 
capital  cost  of  the  resource  while  re¬ 
turning  the  maximum  effective  use  of 
that  resource  commensurate  with  the 
needs  of  the  company.  When  applied 
to  data  there  are  specific  needs  in  terms 
of  the  need  to  avoid  data  duplication, 
the  need  to  avoid  data  redundancy  and 
a  need  to  provide  a  centralized  system, 
which  is  the  only  way  in  which  ex¬ 
traneous  data  can  be  avoided. 

An  extreme' example  of  an  uncon¬ 
trolled  environment  would  be  one  in 
(Continued  on  Page  28) 


Number  One  Resource 
In  other  words  information  —  data 


is  a  resource.  Because  of  its  tremend¬ 
ous  versatility,  it  is  arguably  the  most 
important  resource  i  company  has. 

What  makes  it  even  more  attractive  is 
that  the  major  part  of  the  data  used  in 
analyses  and  management  information 
systems  is  produced  as  a  by-product  of 
the  bread-and-butter  systems  that 
were  of  such  importance  10  years  ago. 
It  is  the  vast  and  growing  source  of 
data  that  forms  the  information  side  of 
the  data  resource. 

For  there  is  another  side.  No  less  im¬ 
portant  are  the.  processes  that  use  that 
information,  particularly  within  the 
DP  department  itself,  but  also 
throughout  the  company  as  a  whole. 

Management  of  the  data  and  the 
processes  is  essential.  Like  any  other 
resource  it  can  only  be  put  to  good  use 
if  it  is  controlled  and  organized  in  such 


Whether  this  measurement  is  quan¬ 
titative  or  qualitative  is  of  little  con¬ 
cern  provided  the  result  is  justified, 
but  without  an  earlier  management 
stage  no  form  of  judgment  can  be  ap¬ 
plied. 

This  prior  stage  has  been  neglected  in 
the  past  partly  because  data  is,  or  ap¬ 
pears  to  be,  free  and  partly  because, 
with  the  piecemeal  development  of 
systems  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
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Dictionary  Use  Organizes  Management  of  Data 


(Continued  from  Page  27) 
which  all  programmers  use 
names  and  data  definitions  of 
their  own  choice  for  any  data 
items  with  which  they  are  in¬ 
volved  and  then,  having  pro¬ 
duced  half  a  system,  they  all 
leave.  The  incoming  staff 
would  have  to  start  the 
programming  job  all  over 
again  (and  perhaps  the  sys¬ 
tems  work  as  well)  simply  to 
find  out  what  everything  re- 

To  a  lesser  degree  this  is 
what  happens  in  a  number  of 
installations  today,  where 
whole  rewrites  of  programs 
and  modules,  are  taken  on  sim¬ 
ply  as  a  means  of  avoiding  the 


perpetuation  of  the  problem. 

It  was  this  situation  that  led 
to  the  development  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  data  dictionary/di¬ 
rectory  packages  such  as 
Datamanager,  into  which 
MSP,  Inc.  has  already  poured 
nearly.  30  man-years  of  effort. 
These  systems  are  designed  to 
provide  a  data  management 
system  independent  of  the  ac¬ 
tual  mechanism  of  the  cor¬ 
porate  data  resource,  whether 
this  is  held  using  data  base 
techniques  or  consists  of  a 
series  of  files.  Additionally, 
the  intention  behind  these 
sytems  is.,  that  they  should 
work  equally  well  with  man¬ 
ual  systems  and  hand-gen¬ 


erated  information. 

Datamanager  works  on  its 
own  data  dictionary,  which  is 
a  pool  of  information  contain¬ 
ing  all  details  of  the  charac¬ 
teristics,  attributes  and  usage 
of  all  corporate  data.  Most  im¬ 
portantly,  it  keeps  track  of  the 
complex  interrelationships  be¬ 
tween  different  data  forms. 
Studies  carried  out  by  the 
company  suggest  that  an  item 
of  data  is  subject  to  an  average 
of  '  five  such  relationships, 
which  helps  to  explain  the 
enormous  difficulties  as- 
soeiated  with  a  manual  cross- 
reference  system. 

The  details  stored  in  the  die-, 
tionary  are  data  definitions 


rather  than  actual  elements, 
and  the  dictionary  can  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  data  base  of  those 
definitions  which  coexist 
with  the  corporate  data  re¬ 
source.  In  other  words  it 
forms  an  image  of  the  resource 
for  management  purposes. 

Different  Requirements 

A  brief  look  at  any  Company 
administration  quickly  shows 
that  data  must  be  managed 
with  two  different  require¬ 
ments  in  mind:  those  of 
owners  and  those  of  users. 

The  owners  are  those  who, 
quite  literally,  own  data.  They 
are  the  ones  who  are  responsi¬ 
ble  for  it  in  the  way  a  buying 


Don’t  you  wish 

you  were  a  Systems  Engineer 
forIBMinl950? 


If  you  were  around  then,  you  could  have 
been  in  on  the  ground  floor  of  a  computer  com¬ 
pany  on  the  move.  You’d  have  been  there  during 
the  most  exciting  period  in  the  company’s  his¬ 
tory.  You’d  have  played,  an  important  part  in 
shaping  its  future.  But  take  heart.  Opportunity, 
challenge  and  excitement  are  waiting  for  you 
at  Raytheon  Data  Systems. 

Raytheon  Data  Systems  is  a  d3mamic  organ¬ 
ization  involved  in  commercial  computer  prod¬ 
ucts.  We’re  on  the  move.  Right  now  we’re  one 
of  the  largest  manufacturers  of  distributed  proc¬ 
essing  systems  and  computer  terminals.  We  don’t 


intend  to  stop  there.  So  if  you’re  a  results  oriented 
computer  professional,  you  owe  it  to  yourself 
to  take  a  closer  look  at  Raytheon  Data  Systems. 
We  need  talented  Systems  Engineers  who  want 
to  grow  along  with  us.  lb  find  out  where  you  fit 
in,  call  Paul  Costello  at  1-800-225-9874,  or  send 
him  your  resume  c/o  Raytheon  Data  Systems, 
1415  Boston-Providence  TUmpike,  Norwood,  MA 
02062.  Positions  are  available  in  Los  Angeles, 
San  Francisco,  Philadelphia  and  Dallas. 

Years  from  now  we  wouldn’t  want  you  to 
wish  you  had  joined  Ra}^heon  Data  Systems 
in  1977. 


Intelligent  Terminals.  Minicomputers,  and  Telecommunications  Systems 

RAYTHEON  DATA  SYSTEMS 

M15  BOSTON  PROVIDENCE  TURNPIKE  •  NORWOOD.  MASSACHUSETTS  02062 
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department  owns  one  set  of 
information  while  the  market¬ 
ing  department  owns  another, 
completely  different  set.  The 
users  of  the  data  on  the  other 
hand  are  those  who  devise 
systems  and  programs  which 
make  use  of  that  data  on  its 
owners'  behalfs; 

.  Owners  can  be  quite  inde¬ 
pendent  of  one  another,  and 
while  some  data  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  peculiar  to  its  own¬ 
ing  department,  it  is  probable 
that  in  any  company  there  will 
be  some  data  which  can  be  ac¬ 
cessed  by  several  departments. 
Thus,  both  a  buying  depart-, 
ment  and  a  marketing  depart¬ 
ment  need  to  know  what  has 
been  sold,  and  the  payroll  de-  • 
partment  and  costing  depart¬ 
ment  both  need  to  know  how 
long  a  man  takes  to  construct 
a  part. 

The  fact  that  this  data  is 
shared  is  immaterial  to  the 
owners  (assuming  there  is  no 
problem  of  security  involved), 
but  it  is  of  great  importance  to 
the  users.  The  users  need  this 
information  so  they  can  im¬ 
pose  security  checks  if  re¬ 
quired  and  secondly,  because 
the  recognition  of  the  double 
use  of  the  item  can  prevent 
data  duplication. 

'Controller  Necessary 
To  coordinate  the  different 
requirements  of  owners  and 
users,  and  to  provide  and 
oversee  a  standardized  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  methods  of  ex¬ 
pression  of  data  definitibns,  it- 
is  necessary  to  have  one  per¬ 
son  in  control.  The  controller 
should  be  responsible  for  the 
creation  of  the  data  dictionary 
and  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  security  levels. 
The  dictionary,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  controller,  acts  as 
a  form  of  clearinghouse  for 
the  requests  of  both  users  and 
owners.  Provided  the  con¬ 
troller's  functions  are  carried 
out  efficiently,  the  corporate 
data  resource  can  be  subjetted 
to  a  level  of  management  not 
attainable  by  other  means. 

No  Use,  No  Change 
Without  authority  a  user 
cannot  access  an  item  of  data 
because  its  name  and  defini¬ 
tion  are  unknown  to  him. 

Nor  can  he  create  arbitrary 
data  elements  without  the 
rontroller  being  aware  of 

Similarly,  different  owners 
can  check  to  see  whether  that 
element  already  exists.  If  it 
does  exist,  a  new  owner  can  be 
established  for  it  without 
either  the  new  or  any  other 
owner  being  aware  that  the 
ilement  is  used  elsewhere. 

This  then  is  the  philosophy 
behind  management  of  the 
data  resource  and  the  way  in 
which  software  can  help  to 
bring  effective  management  to 
I  company's  activities. 

Thomas  is  vice-president  of 
MSP,  Inc.  of  Lexington,  Mass. 
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CERTIFICATE  IN 
DATA  PROCESSING 
EXAMINATION 


A  comprehensive  guide  ond 
review  for  rhose  seeking  job 
odvoncemenr  ond  inrproved 
perfomnonce  by  scoring  high 
on  rhe  CDP  Exomirxirion 
USE  THIS  STUDY  GUIDE  IN  PRE¬ 
PARING  FOR  THE  FEBRUARY, 
1976  CDP  EXAMINATION 
900  Procficol  Quesrions. .. 
Virh  Answers. . .  Complete  Cov- 
eroge  of  All  Subject  Areas... 
Closely  Simulates  The  Actual 
CDP  EXAMINATION 

650poges  $1200 

Send  $1200(plus50tf  forpos^ 
oge  ond  shipping)  to  ARCO 
PUBLISHING  CO.  Dept.  CW219 
Park  Ave.  So  New  York  NY 
10003 


Modules  Teach  BAL 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  The 
Edutronics  Group  has  added  four 
course  modules  to  its  recently  an¬ 
nounced  multimedia  series  on  Basic 
Assembler  language.  "Instruction 
Formats"  shows  how  to  use  BAL  in¬ 
structions. 

In  the  "Assembler  Process" 
module,  the  user  is  shown  how  the 
assembler  source  program  is 
translated  into  machine  language  as 
well  as  what  features  the  assembler 
has  for  debugging  and  docu¬ 


mentation  and  how  to  use  them. 

The  "Indexing"  course  module 
discusses  the  construction  of  tables 
and  the  use  of  indexing  to  retrieve 
data  from  them. 

"Closed  Subroutines,"  the  fourth 
module,  shows  how  to  increase  pro¬ 
ductivity  by  creating  and  reusing 
subroutines  to  handle  specific  tasks. 

The  modules  are  available  under 
various  rental  agreements, 
Edutrpnics  said  from  3435 
Broadway,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  64111. 


Course  Covers  VS  Concepts 


ARLINGTON,  Va.  -  Described  as  a 
comprehensive  course  of  instruction 
that  provides  application  programmers 
and  systems  analysts  with  the  educa¬ 
tion  they  need  to  take  advantage  of 
IBM's  VS  environment,  "Program  De- 
sigrt  for  VS"  is  now  available  from 
Morino  Associates,  Inc. 

The  course  covers  the  concepts  and 
mechanisms  of  VS  programming  as 
well  as  effective  design  and  coding 
strategies  and  guidelines. 

Instructor's  Guide 

An  instructor's  guide  for  each 
module  states  the  module's  purpose 
and  suggested  timing  and  contains  an 
outline  of  the  ihaterial,  explanations  of 
the  visuals  provided  and  a  detailed  list 
of  resources  and  references  for  the  in¬ 
structor,  a  spokesman  said. 

The  Morino  "package"  includes  the 
Instructor's  guides,  student  workbook 
and  duplication  rights  to  the  materials. 

Rapidata  Extends  X2C 

FAIRFIELD,  N.J.-  X2C,  the  high- 
level  language  for  managing  sequential 
or  structured  data  bases  on  the 
Rapidata,  Inc.  remote-computing  net¬ 
work,  has  been  enhanced  through  the 
addition  of  automatic  Tile  input  and 
transaction  processing  capabilities,  the 
vendor  said  from  20  New  Dutch  Lane, 
Fairfield,  N.J.  07006. 


It  costs  $1,800  and  can  be  ordered 
from  Suite  101,  1401  Wilson  Blvd., 
Arlington,  Va.  22209. 


MVS  Measurements  Shown 
By  Version  of  'Plan  IV' 


.PHOENIX  —  An  update  of  an  OS 
and  OS/VS  system  performance 
measurement  package  from  Capex 
Corp.,  Plan  IV:MVS  is  said  to  provide 
installations  using  IBM's  Multiple  Vir¬ 
tual  Storage  (MVS)  environment  with 
the  information  needed  for  effective 
decisions  at  all  levels  of  management. 

Using  data  from  facilities  already 
built  into  most  MVS  systems  —  in¬ 
cluding  SMF,  MF/1,  RMFl  and 
RMF2  —  the  package  creates  files  and 
reports  to  highlight  both  past  ex¬ 
perience  and  future  expectations. 

The  monthly  trend  report,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  shows  data  for  the  most  recent  13 
months  and  a.  projection  for  the  next 
half-year,  a  spokesman  noted. 


Another  of  the  standing  reports,  an 
analysis  of  critical  programs,  lists  the 
top  30  jobs  and  programs  in  20  dif¬ 
ferent  categories. 

Ad  Hoc  Reports 

In  addition  to  a  series  of  reports  pro¬ 
duced  regularly.  Plan  IV:MVS 
generates  34  analytical  reports  cover- 
itig  a  time  frame  of  up  to  24  hours  on 
an  as-needed  basis,  the  spokesman 
said.  They  provide  support  for  capac¬ 
ity  planning,  service  balancing  and 
performance  tuning,  he  added. 

The  package  costs  $12,000;  lease  and 
rental  plans  are  available.  Capex  said 
from  2613  N.  3rd  .St.,  Phoenix, 
Arizona  85004. 


Now?  a  better  impact 
on  cost  of  ownership. 


Modd  810  Printer 


The  low  cost  of  ownership  for  the 
Model  810  Printer  is  now  even 
lower! 

With  an  OEM  quantity  1  pur¬ 
chase  price  of  just  $1705.50  and 
lower  maintenance  rates,  the  810 
impact  serial  printer  can  signifi¬ 
cantly  reduce  your  cost  of  print¬ 
ing;  And,  the  pimchase  price  goes 
much  lower  with  higher’ 
quantities. 

New  maintenance  rates  on  the 
810  are  $24  per  month  billed  an¬ 
nually,  or  $26  per  month  billed 
monthly.  And  now  the  810  can  be 
leased  from  $95  per  month  on  a 
48-month  lease  plan  to  $110  per 
month  on  a  12-month  lease  plan, 
including  maintenance. 

The  150-cps  Model  810  Printer 
has  all  the  standard  features  you 
expect,  such  as  smart  bi-direc¬ 
tional  printing,  an  EIA  RS-232C 
interface,  limited  ASCII  charac¬ 
ter  set,  tfuilt-in  self-test  capa¬ 
bility,  speeds  from  110  to  9600 


$1705;50 

baud  and  outstanding  9x7  wire 
matrix  character  printing  of  an 
ori^nal  and  five  copies. 

Options  include  international 
character  sets,  full  ASCII 
character  set,  expanded  and 
compressed  printing,  forms 
len^h  and  vertical  forms 
controls,  and  a  variety  of  line 
interfaces. 

Yes!  I  am  interested  in  the  810  Printer. 

□  Please  have  your  representative  call  me. 

□  Please  send  me  more  information. 


All  this  adds  up  to  a  fully  capable 
impact  printer  with  an  even 
lower  cost  of  ownership.  To  see 
for  yourself  the  kind  of  impact  the 
810  can  have  on  your  printing 
costs,  fill  out  and  mail  the  coupon, 
dr  call  your  nearest  TI  sales  office, 
orTerminals  and  Peripherals 
Marketing  at  (713)  491-51 15,  ^ 
extension  2124. 
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In  Ansi  Paper 

Datagram  Network  Interface  Supported 


By  Ronald  A.  Frank  specification 

CW  Staff  a  datagram  i 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  A  datagram  in-  packet  level. 

*  jj?"  should  be  developed  as  an  Of  the  19  r 

addition  to  the  X.25  standard  covering  vey,  15  ag 

public  packet  data  networks,  according  to  a  should  be  pr 
rreent  survey  of  U.S.  network  experts.  there  was  gei 

The  survey  was  conducted  by  Task  Group  be  provided 
7  of  the  Ansi  X3S3  study  group  on  public  with  a  virtua 
data  networks  and  was  sent  to,  those  listed  Although  i 
®  mailing  list  last  August.  tioned  that  v 

The  present  format  of  the  X.25  standard  datagram  se 

adopted  recently  by  the  CCITT  includes  were  electror 

only  a  virtual  circuit  interface.  But  as  a  re-  transaction  i 

suit  of  the  survey,  the  Ansi  U.S.  study  interworking 
group  IS  now  recommending  that  the  X.25  Fourteen  c 


specification  be  "augmented"  to  incorporate  s 
a  datagram  mode  of  operation  at  level  3,  the  o 
packet  level.  I, 

Of  the  19  respondents  to  the  datagram  sur¬ 
vey,  15  agreed  that  a  datagram  service  ri 
should  be  provided  on  public  data  nets,  and  fi 
there  was  general  agreement  that  this  should  '  f  i 
be  provided  on  an  international  basis,  along 


structuring  the  datagram  interface  standard 
onto  the  X.25  standard  and  this  will  be  sent 
to  CCITT  as  a  formal  recbmmendation. 

Of  those  taking  part  in  the  survey,  10  rep¬ 
resented  the  user  community,  five  were 
from  equipment  vendors,  and  four  were 


Although  many  applications  were  men- 
ioned  that  would  be  suited  to  operate  on  a 
latagram  service,  those  mentioned  most 
vere  electronic  funds  transfer,  point  of  sale, 
ransaction  inquiry/response  and  network 
rtterworking. 

Fourteen  of  those  responding  favored 


DG  Micronova  Family  Gets 
Communications  Enhancements 


r  communica-  are  program-selectable.  In  the  receive  mode, 

tions  enhancements  for  the  Micronova  Model  4226  automatically  synchronizes  data 

family  of  16-bit  Nova-compatible  micro-  and  then  strips  out  the  sync  character 

cornputers  have  been  released  by  Data  Gen-  When  coupled  with  the  optional  Model 

*tu-  hardware  CRC  generator  (priced  at 

This  range  of  hardware  interfaces,  J250),  the  synchronous  line  controller  can 


MAYNARD,  Mass.  —  A  CRT  interface/-  .  Provisions  that  permit  the  user  to  develop 
conyolUr  permitting  single  or  multiple  Stan-  a  customized  CRT  terminal  I/O  system, 
dard  CRT  monifors  to  be  interfaced  to  the  such  as  keyboard  input,  printer  output. 
Omnibus  of  a  PDP-8/A  processor  is  avail-  sense, line  and  output  line  connections,  are 
ible  from  Digital  Equipment  Corp.  standard  features.  CRT  monitors  located  as 

Designated  the  VK8-A,  the  interface/-  .  far  as  1.000  feet  can  be  driven  by  the  VK8-A 


software  support  utilities  and  communica-  select  either  of  two  standard 

tion  packages  gives  users  the  ability  to  im-  polynomials  -  CRC16  of  CCITT 
plement  asynchronous  and  synchronous  company  said, 
protocols  and  run  DG's  RJE80  (IBM  3780/-  (Continued  on  Page  32) 

2780)  and  IBM  Hasp  II  emulation  packages  _  . 

on  a  microcomputer  system,  the  firm  said.  pTjT>  Q/A 
Hardware  consists  of  board-level  compo-  ^  "O/  Vj( 

nents  -  an  asynchronous  muiltiplexer,  syn-  .  .  ,  . 

chronous  line  controller  and  cyclic  redun-  MAYNARD,  Mass.  —  A  CRT  ir 
dancy  check  (CRC)  generator  -  that  plug  con^oller  permitting  single  or  mult 
directly  into  the  Micronova  chassis.  DG's  monitors  to  be  interfac 

Communication  Access  Manager,  (CAM)  Omnibus  of  a  PDP-8/A  processoi 
provides  software  support  along  with  the  Digital  Equipment  Corp. 

emulation  packages,  the  firm  said.  Designated  the  VK8-A,  the  in 

•  This  combination  of  hardware  and  soft-  permits  ^re  flexibility  in  con- 

ware  support  reportedly  allows  the  systems  and  has  the 

Micronova  to  operate  as  a  terminal  concen-  capability  for  keyboard  printer  and  control 
hator,  terminal  cluster  controller  and  as  an  ®*8na‘s.  DEC  said. 

intelligent  terminal  with  extended  com-  ^f’e  VK8-A  converts  Ascii  data  into  a  com- 
inunications  capabilities.  The  communica-  posite  CRT  signal  capable  of  being  dis- 

tion  subsystem,  a  subset  of  the  Nova/-  played  on  any  CRT  monitor  conforming  to 

Eclipse  Communications  Subsystem  also  S25/625  line  television  standard,  a 

makes  it  possible  to  configure  data  spokesman  added, 
netvyorks.'  A  total  of  127  different  displayable  charac- 

The  Model  4226  synchronous  line  control-  **rs,  including  both  upper  and  lower  case 

ler  interfaces  to  medium-speed  (9,600  bit/-  Ascii  sets,  can  be  displayed  by  the  interface; 

sec)  synchronous/bisynchronous  com-  characters  are  generated  in  a  9  by  7  matrix 

munication  lines.  It  provides  a  full-  and  upper  case  and  a  9  by  9  matrix  for  lower 
half-duplex  ElA  RS-232C/CC1TT  V.24  in-  case. 

terface  and  full  character  buffering  on  re-  The  CRT  presentation  totals  1,92C 
ception  and  transmission.  The  4226  costs  ters,  displayed  in  24  rows  of  80  cl 
-ji  j  L  ..  *  memory 

Both  Idle  and  sync  characters,  as  well  as  interface/controller.  Up  to  16  VK8 
character  size,  parity  and  loopback  testing  be  put  on  a  PDP-8/A  computer. 


Complementary  Services 
In  supporting  documents,  the  X3S3  paper 
defined  the  characteristics  of  datagrams  as 
compared  with  virtual  circuits.  While  virtual 
circuits  are  entities  that  have  duration  in 
time,  datagrams  have  duration  in  data  space.  ^ 
While  the  two  are  qualitatively  different, 
they  can  provide  complementary  services, 
the  Ansi  document  said. 

Four  basic  assumptions  were  made  with  re¬ 
gard  to  datagram  service.  A  datagram  will  be 
handled  by  the  network  as  a  "fully  self- 
contained  packet";  it  will  require  a 
minimum  bf  network  functions;  it  will  be 
used  for  interactive-type  network  traffic; 
and  packet  length  will  be  appropriate  for  a 
"screen-oriented  dialogue  system." 

Datagram  service  is  organized  around  mes¬ 
sages  that  are  complete  in  themselves  and 
are  unrelated  to  other  messages  in  transit  be¬ 
tween  data  terminals.  Virtual  circuit  service 
is  organized  on  the  concept  of  providing  ser¬ 
vice  over  a  period  of  time  during  which  one 
or  more  packets  of  information  can  be  ex- 
(Continued  on  Page  32) 


PDP-8/A  Gains  CRT  Interface 


subset  of  the  Nova/-  played  on  any  CRT 
ations  Subsystem  also  *1''®  S25/625  line 


The  CRT  presentation  totals  1,920  charac¬ 
ters,  displayed  in  24  rows  of  80  characters 
each,  and  is  held  in  a  memory  on  the 
interface/controller.  Up  to  16  VK8-As  can 
be  put  on  a  PDP-8/A  computer. 


fIGHT 

Tawj 

IMFLKn 


output,  DEC  said.. 

The  VK8-A  is  said  to  give  PDP-8/A  users 
an  increased  degree  of  flexibility  in. com¬ 
munication  to  and  from  their  computers. . 
The  VK8-A  permits  the  establishment  of 
multiscreen  presentations  of  output  from  a 
computer  system,  a  capability  that  is  useful 
in  applications  where  people  in  a  large  area, 
such  as  a  school  or  airport  reservation  coun¬ 
ter  must  be  able  to  see  simultaneous  presen¬ 
tations  of  data,  the  spokesman  said. 

The  VK8-A  permits  four  modes  of  charac¬ 
ter  presentation.  A  character  may  be  seen  as 
"normal"  —  standard  brightness  —  dim, 
blinking,  or  underlined.  Improved  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  characters  makes  the  VK8-A 
suited  to  drive  monitors  with  screens  larger 
than  those  normally  associated  with  CRT 
terminals,  DEC  said. 

The  VK8-A  costs  $995,  the  company  said 
from  Maynard,  Mass.  01754. 


TEXAS  INSTRUMENT  I  LEAR  SIEOLEd 


s 


with  NATIONAL'S  nationwide  terminal  services,  mixed  vendor 
products  and  continuous  product  maintenance. 

We  offer  easy  upgrades,  easy  terms,  rapid  delivery  and 
installation  (usually  from  slock) 

Sought  TerminalTnflation  by  dialing  (800)  243*9006  NOW, 

(in  Conn.  203-325-3831)  before  you  turn  this  page  and  forget! 
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DG  Enhances  Communications  for  Micronova 


(Continued  from  Page  31) 
Standard  modem  control  is  supplied 
for  Bell  201,  203,  208  and  209  series 
data  sets.  This  synchronous  controller 
also  supports  IBM  Bisynch  protocols 
with  full  transparency  and  is  program 
code  compatible  with  the  SLM-2  Series 
synchronous  multiplexer  used  on 
Nova  and  Eclipse  processors. 

Up  to  four  controllers  can  be  con¬ 
figured  with  a  single  Micronova 
microcomputer  allowing  it  to  control  a 
maximum  of  four  synchronous  lines. 
However,  only  one  CRC  generator 
board  is  needed  per  system,  DG  said. 

The  Model  4227  asynchronous  line 
multiplexer  controls  up  to  four  asyn¬ 
chronous  communication  lines.  Each 
line  can  be  configured  for  RS-232C  or 
20-mA  current  loop  operation  and  in¬ 


dividually  programmed  for  number  of 
bits  per  character  (5  to  8),  number  of 
stop  bits  (1,  l.S  or  2),  line  speed  50 
bit/sec  to  9,600  bi*/sec)  and  parity 
(odd,  even  or  none).  When  enabled, 
parity  is  automatically  checked/ 
gerierated  on  each  line,  the  firm  noted. 

The  asynchronous  hardware  sup¬ 
ports  full-  and  half-duplex  operation. 
It  reportedly  provides  full  character 
buffering  on  reception  and  transmis¬ 
sion,  program-controlled  loopback 
testing  and  modem  control  with 
automatic-answer  capabilities  for  Bell 
103,  202  and  212  Series  data  sets. 

A  Communications  Access  Manager 
(CAM)  provides  software  support  for 
the  Micronova  communications  sub¬ 
system.  CAM,  operating'  under  the 
diskette-based  Disk  Operating  System 


(DOS)  and  Real-Time  Operating  Sys¬ 
tem  (RTOS),  supplies  a  utility  for  im¬ 
plementing  application  programs  re¬ 
quiring  asynchronous  teletypewriter 
and  synchronous/bisynchronous  (in¬ 
cluding  IBM  Bisynch)  protocols.  It 
also  includes  Comgen,  a  utility  that  al¬ 
lows  the  configuration  of  communica¬ 
tions  software  via  an  operator  console 
dialogue.  CAM  is  available  for  a 
license  fee  of  $100. 

In  addition  to  CAM,  Separate 
software  emulation  packages  let  the 
Micronova  communicate  with  any  DG 
or  IBM  host  processor  using  DG's 
RJE80  or  (IBM  2780/3780)  or  IBM 
Hasp  II  workstation  protocols.  Im¬ 
plementation  of  these  remote-batch 
capabilities  provides  users  with  a 
range  of  standard  communications 


ys-  facilities  across  DG's  product  line,  the 
Im-  firm  said. 

re-  RJE80  supports  single-stream  remote 
iter  job  entry  tasks,  while  a  Hasp  II  RJE 
in-  workstation  multileaves  up  to  seven 
It  input  and  seven  output  data  streams 
al-  for  maximum  use  of  system  resources, 
ca-  RJE80  tosts  $1,250  while  Hasp  II  car- 
ole  ries  a  $1,500  license  fee. 
a  Both  emulation  packages  allow  batch 
terminal  systems  to  send  jobs  to  re¬ 
ate  mote  systems  (IBM  360/370  compati- 
:he  ble  systems  or  other  Micronova,  Nova 
)G  o'r  Eclipse  system^)  for  processing  and 
j's  to  receive  data  files  for  printing  or 
M  storing  at  the  local  site.  Both  also  check 
n-  data  validity  using  a  CRC-generated 
ch  block  check  character  and  employ  data 
a  compression  techniques  to  improve 
ns  line  utilization,  the  firm  said. 

—  First  deliveries  of  communications 
,  enhancements  are  scheduled  in'  90 
days,  from  Data  Peneral,  Route  9, 
Westboro,  Mass.  01581. 

Standard  Urged 
By  Net  Experts 

(Continued  from  Page  31) 
changed  in  a  sequential  fashion  be¬ 
tween  data  terminals. 

A  datagram  service  would  lend  itself 
to  transaction-oriented  applications 
because  it  does  not  require  the  set-up 
and  clearing  procedures  needed  with 
virtual  circuits.  "Depending  on  the  ap- 
[dication,  the  use  of  permanent  virtual 
circuits  may  be  prohibitively  expen¬ 
sive,"  the  Ansi  document  said. 

Because  the  datagram  service  would 
treat  each  datagram  independently,  the 
network  users  would  be  free  to  con¬ 
struct  protocols  at  level  4  (of  X.25) 
which  employ  a  variety  of  criteria  for 
packet  ordering  and  processing 
without  the  delay  overhead  of  explicit 
sequencing  by  the  public  data 
network,  the  paper  said. 

Datagram  traffic  can  be  freely  routed 

across  any  available  link  to  "mul¬ 
tihomed  hosts"  through  any  series  of 
internetwork  gateways  without  the 
need  to  maintain  state  information  re¬ 
lating  datagram  packets  to  each  other 
at  source  or  destination  data  com¬ 
munications  equipment. 

For  user  applications  not  requiring 
network  sequencing,  networks  would 
have  a  wider  range  of  routing  options 
and  could  enhance  their  transparency 
to  intermediate  failures  with  a  data¬ 
gram  service,  the  paper  said. 

Interconnection  of  public  data  nets 
with  private,  local  nets  would  be  con¬ 
siderably  simplified  through  the  use  of 
a  public  network  datagram  mode  of 
operation,  there  would  be  no  need  for 
the  gateways  between  private  nets  and 
public  nets  to  set  up  and  clear  virtual 
circuits  With  a  datagram  mode. 


Please  contact  me  regarding: 

□  370  Short  Term  Leases 

□  3031 , 3032,  3033  Operating  Leases 

□  3330,  3340  Disk  Drives  &  Control  Units 

□  3420  Tape  Drives  &  Control  Units 
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Comdisco  is  the  leading  company  specializing  in  buying,  selling  and  leasing 
IBM  processors  and  peripherals. 
Comdisco  sells  and  leases  over  $100  million  in  used  IBM  processors  and 
peripherals  annually  and  has  arranged  in  excess  of  $1 50  million 
in  new  IBM  computer  equipment  for  lease. 
If  your  plans  call  for  any  equipment  changes,  call  the  leader  or  write.  Today. 


9701  W.  Higgins  Road,  Rosemont,  IL  60018  312/698-3000 

Atlanta  404/256-5956  •  Dallas  817/534-1774  •  Minneapolis  612/854-8107  •  New  York  201/568-9666  •  San  Francisco  41! 
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Coupler  Bows 

IRVING,  Texas  -j.Vardorr  &  As¬ 
sociates,  Inc.  has  introduced  the 
TC3002,  a  hard-wired  acoustic 
cou  pier/modem. 

The  TC3002  provides  both  origi¬ 
nate  and  answer  modes  and 
operates  at  data  rates  to  300  bit/sec. 

The  unit  is  said  to  provide  asyn¬ 
chronous  operation  with  phase- 
coherent  FSK  modulation,  full-  or 
half-duplex,  acoustic  or  Data  Ac¬ 
cess  Arrangement  (DAA)  transmis¬ 
sion  over  the  dial-up  telephone 
network  and  feature  signal/noise 
ratio  carrier  detect  cjrcuitry  that 
suppresses  erroneous  or  false  data. 

The  TC3002  carries  a  one-year 
"unconditional  warranty."  It  costs 
$235  from  Vardon,  930  N.  Beltline, 
Irving,  Texas  75061. 


NCR  Introduces  Two  Models 


Retail  System  Features  Modularity 


DAYTON,  Ohio  —  NCR  Corp.  has 
introduced  the  2140,  a  retail  terminal 
system  with  modular  technology  that 
reporteldy  allows  the  user  to  tailor 
equipment  features  and  upgrade  capa¬ 
bilities  as  the  need  arises. 

The  flexibility  of  the  2140  system  de¬ 
rives  from  its  modular  design,  which 
in  turn  is  based  on  the  use  of  advanced 
microelectronic  components,  NCR 
said. 

Instead  of  using  a  single  micro¬ 
processor  to  control  all  of  its  func¬ 
tions,  the  2140  can  employ  several  — 
each  doing  a  specialized  task,  yet 
working  with  the  others  as  part  of  the 
total  system,  a  spokesman  explained. 

NCR-developed  microprocessor  and 


memory  devices  on  a  single  circuit 
board  provide  basic  transaction  proc¬ 
essing  and  cash  control  features  in  the 
2140  family. 

When  the  retailer  wishes  to  add 
greater  performance,  such  as  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  record'data  on  magnetic  cassette 
tapes  so  it  can  be  automatically  proc¬ 
essed  later,  all  that  is  required  is  the  in¬ 
sertion  of  a  second  circuit  board  in  the 
system  and  plugging  in  the  required 
peripheral,  NCR  said. 

Other  performance  features,  such  as 
the  ability  to  automatically  read 
merchandise  tags  with  a  scanning  de¬ 
vice  or  the  ability  to  automatically  read 
information  encoded  on  the  magnetic 
stripe  of  a  plastic  card,  can  be  added  in 


Keep  in  mind, your  prime  prospects  will  be  at 

Computer  Expo '78...  so  will  your  competition. 


Exhibitor  List  as  of  October  1977. 


The  Mofiey  Company  Moore  BusI 


IBM.  Applied  Digital  Data 

General  Computer  Epic  Data  - 

Atlantic  Research  McCormick  &  Dodge 

Telelile  Computer  Products  Sykes  Dalalronlcs 
General  Electric  Cummins  Allison 

Internallonal  D^a  Corp 

Inieriec  Data  Systems 
Creative  Engineering 


Computer  Perlorman 
Advanced  Systems 
Della  Data  Systems 


Computer  Input  Services 
Com  Data 


Tandem  Computer 

PCC/Periec 

Computrend 


42,178  buyers  attended  the  1977 
Computer  Caravan  9-city  tour... 
thars  an  increase  of  32^/6 

Computer  Expo  '78  Is  part  of  a  nationwide  Conference  and  Exposition 
program,  which  each  year  serves  the  computer  community  by  bringing 
nine,  regional  Computer  Expos  to  the  most  important  business  areas  in 
the  U.S. 

If  you're  marketing  computer  products  or  services,  then  you'll  want  to  be 
in  one  or  more  of  the  regional  Computer  Expos  beginning  in  March.  How 
else  can  you  meet  well  over  50,000  computer  buyers  across  the  country 
in  just  nine  short  weeks? 

You'll  want  to  exhibit  at  one  or  more  of  these  shows,  but  tor  PRIME 
positioning,  you  ve  got  to  reserve  space  NOW. 

For  complete  information  on  how  the  1978  Computer  Expo  tour  can  work 
lor  you,  use  the  coupon  below  or  call  Kim  Wichert  at  (617)  964-4550  (collect). 


■  To:  KIM  WICHERT 

I  President 

I  THE  CONFERENCE  COMPANY 

■  60  Austin  Strast 

■  Nswton,  MA  02160 


□  Have  Sales  Representative  call  me 

□  Send  Reservation  Agreement 

□  Send  Copy  of  1977  Attendee  Analysis 


Southern  California  Computer  Expo 
Northwest  Computer  Expo 
Southwestern  Computer  Expo 
Southeastern  Computer  Expo 
.Gateway  Computer  Expo, 

Midwestern  Computer  Expo 
Mid-Atlantic  Computer  Expo 
Great  Lakes  Computer  Expo 
New  England  Computer  Expo 

Name _ _ _ 


Anaheim /LA 
San  Francisco 
Houston 
Atlanta 
St.  Louis 
Chicago 
New  York 
Detroit 
Boston 


March  2t-23 
March  28-30 
April  1t-t3 
April  t8-20 
April  25-27 
May  2-4 


-Title  _ 


the  same  manner. 

These  additional  "performance 
modules"  reportedly  include; 

•  Data  communications  to  a  DP  sys¬ 
tem  at  another  location. 

•  Data  consolidation,  in  which  one 
"master"  terminal  automatically  sum¬ 
marizes  totals  for  up  to  15  other  units 
connected  with  it. 

•  Memory  capacity  up  to  128K  bytes 
(large  data  memory  in  a  single  terniinal 
can  be  shared  by  other  2140s  linked 
with  it). 

•  Electronic  funds  transfer  transac- 

•  Up  to  three  printing  stations. 

The  2140's  design  conforms  with 
NCR's  recently  announced  Dis¬ 
tributed  Network  Architecture.  "This 
will  result  in  future  tangible  savings  in 
communications  costs  to  2140  users," 
the  spokesman  said. 

The  first  two  models  of  the  2140 
family  are  for  general-purpose  use. 
The  basic  version  of  the  first  model, 
the  2140-2000,  features  a  17-column, 
twin-station  alphanumeric  printer  for 
journal,  receipt  and  forms  validation, 
the  choice  of  two  display  panels  and 
up  to  50-  totals.  Prices  for  the 
2140-2000  begin  at  $1,995;  first  cus* 
tomer  deliveries  are  scheduled  for.later 
this  month. 

Basic  versions  of  the  second  model, 
the  2140-7000,  offer  additional  fea¬ 
tures  including  a  choice  of  printer 
combinations,  larger  electronic 
memory  providing  up  to  225  totals  and 
the  ability  to  display  instruction  mes¬ 
sages  to  lead  operators  through  com¬ 
plex  transactions. 

Prices  of  the  2140-7pOO  start  at 
$2,495.  Customer  deliveries  are 
scheduled  to  begin  in  the  first  quarter 
of  1978. 

The  2140-2000  model  can  be  up¬ 
graded  in  the  field  to  a  2140-7000, 
NCR  noted.  Additional  capabilities 
such  as  communications  or  automatic 
wand  reading  can  be  added  to  basic 
versions  of  the  2140  as  needed  —  either 
when  the  terminal  is  installed  initially 
or  at  any  future  time. 

The  general-purpose  2140  systems 
are  said  to  "complement"  NCR's  cur¬ 
rent  line  of  electronic  cash  registers  — 
the  210,  220,  225,  2135  and  250. 

GIC  Adds  Two 
POS  Offerings 

NEW  YORK  —  General  Instrument 
Corp.  (GIC)  has  announced  two  addi¬ 
tions  to  its  Unitote/Regitel  electronic 
point-of-sale  (POS)  systems. 

The  products  are  the  Model  651  re¬ 
note  store  controller  and  the  Model 
655  backup  data  capture  unit. 

The  Model  651  provides  POS 
apabilities  for  stores  previously  con- 
idered  too  small  to  support  a  full- 
scale  minicomputer-bas^  system, 
GIC  said.  The  Model  655  was  designed 
provide  "a  third  level  of  assurance" 
to  the  process  of  capturing  retail  sales 
data,  a  spokesman  said. 

The  basic  system  price  for  the  remote 
store  controller.  Model  651-20P, 
which  can  handle  up  to  20  POS  ter¬ 
minals,  is  $11,800.  The  basic  system  ■ 
price  for  the  Model  655  is  $10,000. 

GIC  Is  at  1775  Broadway,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10019. 


At  $20,000,  the  Datapoint  1500  would  be 
Just  another  outstanding  computer  system. 


,  At  $5,950  it's  almost  unbelievable. 


Believe.  And  S5.950«  for  a  quantity  of 
one.  Now  you  can  afford  a  geriuine 
Datapoint  for  those  applications  where 
computer  power  was  needed  but 
couldn't  be  cost-justified. 

A  Real  Computer 

Don't  iet  the  price  misiead  you.  The 
1500  contains  a  powerful  fiiliy 
programmable  business  computer  with 
32,000  bytes  (8  bits  &  parity)  of  memory 
Add  to  that  an  integrai  keyboard,  video 
dispiay  and  duai  diskette  drives  (over 
500,000  characters  on-line)  and  you  have 
a  compiete  system.  And  there's  more.  A 
standard,  buiit-in  communications 
interface  requires  that  you  add  only  a 
modem  to  start  communicating. 

With  Comprehensive  Software 

There's  much  more  than  just  hardware, 
too.  You  get  a  comprehensive  Diskette 
Operating  System  with  a  utility  library 
including  sort  index  and  index  sequential 
access  method  (ISAM),  a  data  entry 


language  (DATAFORM®),  a  data  proces¬ 
sing  language  (DATABUS*).  Like  all  Data¬ 
point  systems  there's  a  common,  dynamic 
file  structure .  No  time  consuming  file 
format  corrverslon  necessary  You  start 
writing  application  programs  immediately 

Easy  Concurrent  Communications 
or  Printing 

The  1500  will  communicate  in  IBM 
3780  discipline,  or  DATAPOLL®  for 

Datapoint-to-Datapoint  communications 
Auto^answer  is  standard.  You  needn't  halt 
an  ongoing  data  entry  operation  to 
communicate  —  with  the  1500  you  can 
communicate  while  an  operator  continues 
to  enter  of  process  data.  Or,  you  can  elect 
to  do  concurrent  printing  on  an  optional 
Freedom  Printer™. 

More  Features  — 

And  a  Growth  Path 

You'll  find  the  1500  full  of  those  features 
you've  always  wanted.  Inverse  video  for 
display  highlighting,  user  program  defined 
function  keys,  simple  installation,  and  easy 


operator  training.  Programs  can  be 
remotely  loaded  from  a  central  site.  A  . 
tystem  that  you  can  adapt  to  your  needs, 
not  the  reverse. 

Since  the  1 500  is  part  of  the  Datapoint 
family,  you  can  easily  move  your 
application  programs  to  larger  Datapoint 
tystems  without  another  investment  in 
software. 

Fully  Supported 

Each  1 500  is  backed  by  the  nationwide 
Datapoint  Field  Service  organization  with 
over  90  service  centers  And  when  you 
heed  systems  or  other  technical  advice, 
the  Datapoint  Account  Managers  and 
Systems  Engineers  are  ready  to  help. 

Learn  More 

Call  your  local  Datapoint  Sales  Office. 
They'll  send  you  information  on  how  the 
1500  can  start  saving  you  money  now  Or 
write  Datapoint  Corporation,  Marketing 
Communications,  9725  Datapoint  Drive, 
San  Antonio,  Texas  78284. 


miAPOINT  CORPORATION 

D 

The  leader  in  dispersed  data  processing" 
Home  ofricai  9725  Datapoint  Olive.  San  Antonio.  Tixas  78284  (512)  699-7I5I 
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Datapoint  Users  Get  Multiterminal  Emulation 


SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  - 
Datapoint  Corp.  has  released 
the  Multiple  Terminal  Emu¬ 
lator  (MTE),  a  software  pro¬ 
gram  designed  to  provide 
users  with  a  flexible  data  com¬ 
munications  system. 

MTE  can  be  executed  on  any 
Datapoint  1100,  2200,  5500  or 
6600  disk-  or  diskette-based 
processor  with  at  least  16K 
bytes  of  memory;  it  enables 
the  system  to  emulate  most 
IBM  remote  job  entry  ter¬ 
minals  including  Hasp,  RES 
and  JES  workstations,  Data¬ 
point  said. 

MTE  combines  the  similar 
disciplines  of  most  emulators 
into  one  common  system  so 
that  a  more  uniform  operating 
procedure  is  possible,  a 
spokesman  said. 

This  allows  an  easy  transi¬ 
tion  between  the  different 
types  of  emulators  that  can  be 
utilized  and  minimizes  the 
time  it  takes  to  train  personnel 
to  operate  the  system,  he  said. 

In  a  typical  implementation 
of  MTE,  the  operator  keys  in 
data  to  update  or  produce  data 
files.  When  this  data  is  ready 
for  transmission  to  the  main¬ 
frame,  the  operator  types  in 
"MTE"  to  have  a  menu  screen 
displayed.  This  allows  the 
choice  of  emulator  to  be  made 
by  a  keyboard  entry. 

Assigns  Peripherals 
The  assignment  of  peri¬ 
pherals  is  also  accomplished 
by  means  of  keyboard  in¬ 
structions.  This  provides  for 
quick  modification  of  system 
configurations  and  allows 
peripherals  to  be  assigned  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  requirements  of, 
the  job  to  be  performed,  rather’ 
than  according  to  the  special 
requirements  of  the  terminal 
emulated,  Datapoint  claimed. 
.For  instance,  data  which 
would  normally  be  routed  to  a 
printer  using  IBM  3780  pro¬ 
tocol  can  be  assigned,  using 
MTE,  to  a  magnetic  tape  drive 
for  processing  of  data  before  it 
is  routed  to  the  printer. 

MTE  will  operate  at  speeds 
of  up  to  4,800  bit/sec  on  Data-  • 
point  1130  and  2200  proces¬ 
sors  using  either  the  9404, 
9405  or  9481  communications 
interface  and  the  appropriate 
communications  modem. 

Using  the  9481  interface 
with  the  Datapoint  1150, 
1170,  5500  or  6600  processor, 
MTE  can  operate  at  speeds  of 
up  to  9,600  bit/sec.  MTE  will 
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execute  at  up  to  4,800  bit/sec 
on  these  same  processors 
when  they  are  equipped  with 
the  9404  or  9405  interface, 
Datapoint  said. 

Three  Implementations 
MTE  can  be  implemented  by 
any  one  of  three  methods,  the 
spokesman  noted.  Datapoint's 
Disk  Operating  Sytem  (Ver¬ 
sion  2.4),  which  is.  necessary 
for  MTE  operation  in  any 
mode,  can  be  used  to  initiate 


the  emulator  package  in  a 
point-to-point  system. 

MTE  can  also  run  under 
either  partition  of  the  Partition 
Supervisor,  a  program  which 
allows  two  programs  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  at  once.  When  execut¬ 
ing  MTE  under  the  Partition 
Supervisor,  a  5500  or  6600 
processor  (with  either  a  9404, 
9405  or  9481  communications 
interface)  is  required,  the  com¬ 
pany  said.  , 

Another  method  of  imple¬ 


menting  MTE  is  through  the 
Chain  facility,  a  job  control 
library  function  wich  is  used 
to  execute  MTE  sequentially 
with  other  programs. 

The  Chain  facility  —  along 
with  the  Auto-Call,  Auto- 
Answer  and  Auto-Disconnect 
features  provided,  —  .allows 
MTE  to  run  in  an  unattended 
mode  when  executed  as  an 
IBM  2780,  3780,  2770  or  3770 
terminal. 

This  feature  not  only  allows 


for  the  unattended  transmis¬ 
sion  and  reception  of  files  dur¬ 
ing  off-hours,  but  also  permits 
the  user  to  take  advantage  of 
processor  and  telephone 
facilities  during  those  hours 
when  they  would  otherwise 
remain  idle,  the  spokesman 
said. 

The  MTE  software  is  availa¬ 
ble  for  a  one-time  distribution 
charge  of  $45  from  Datapoint,^ 
9725  Datapoint  Drive,  San 
Antonio,  Texas  78284. 


Sycorannounces 
thats  shamel 

(Exoeptfor 

We’re  proud  to  introduce  an  on-line 
system  that  offers  as  much  as  the  big 
guy’s  system.  For  a  lot  less. 

It’s  the  new  Sycor  290-a  3270- 
compatible  display  system  that  can 
save  you  up  to  25%  over  a  three-and-a- 
half-year  lease.  And  even  more  when 
you  purchase. 

An  outgrowth  of  our  long  experience 
with  on-line  systems,  the  Sycor  290  is 
available  in  remote  and  local  configura- 
tions-that  support  up  to  16  CRTs  and 
printers  in  any  combination.  And  in  a 
remote  mini-cluster  unit  that  supports 
a  combination  of  up  to  eight  CRTs  and 
printers. 

Remote  configurations  use  either 
Binary  Synchronous  (BSC)  or  Syn¬ 
chronous  Data  Link  Control  (SDLC) 
line  protocol  at  speeds  from  1200  to 
9600  bps.  This  fast  transmission  time 
allows  you  to  better  control  your  line 
costs  and  to  configure  your  network 
for  optimum  performance. 

Our  new,  larger  display  screens  are 
adjustable  for  character  intensity  and 


contrast.  And  our  movable  keyboards 
and  glare  filters  help  your  operators 
work  comfortably  and  productively. 


Special  diagnostics  mean 
fast  service. 

Service  for  the  Sycor  290  can  be  sped  up 
by  using  our  sophisticated  diagnostic 
programs.  You  can  run  them  to  pin¬ 
point  problems  quickly  and  easily.  And 
alert  the  Sycor  field  engineer  to  the 
problem  when  you  call  for  service. 
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Net  Design  Seminar  Slated 


NEW  YOTK  -  A  ihree-day  seminar  tilled 
tompuler  Communication  Network  Design 
and  Analysis  will  be  presented  by  Columbia 
University  on  March  13-15  in  New  York 
and  May  15-17  in  Chicago. 

The  seminar  reportedly  offers  an  explora- 
tion  of  aspects  of  network  design  that  are 
applicable  to  computer  and  multipurpose 
data  networks.  The  program  confronts  ma¬ 
jor  design  questions  'relating  to  entry  and 
combining  of  messages  into  networks  from 
many  different  terminals  as  well  as  the 
problems  of  transmitting  messages  to  re¬ 
mote  locations. 


Specific  seminar  topics  include  examples 
of  networks,  capacity  assignment  in 
networks,  cost  trade-offs,  elements  of 
queueing  theory,  concentration  and  buffer¬ 
ing  in  store-and-forward  networks;  cen¬ 
tralized  network  design,  routing  and  flow 
control,  polling,  random  access  techniques 
and  line  control  procedures. 

The  seminar  leader  is  Dr.  Mischa 
Schwartz,  professor  of  electrical  engineering 
and  computer  science  at  Columbia' 
University.  Details  are  available  from  the 
New  York  Management  Center,  360  Lex¬ 
ington  Ave.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10017. 


IBM  vs.  AT&T  to  Be 
Datacomm  78  Topic 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  - 
The  long-term  strategies  of 
IBM  and  AT&T  —  and  the 
collision  course  those  strat¬ 
egies  seem  to  signal  -  will  be 
the  focus  of  a  presentation  at 
Datacomm  78  to  be  held  Feb. 

^  21-23  at  the  Sheraton  Park 
Hotel  here. 

Charles  P.  Lecht,  president 
of  Advanced  Computer 
Techniques  and  author  of  the 
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forthcoming  book  The  Waves 
of  Change,  will  discuss  the 
"impending  clash"  between 
the  two  giant  corporations  and 
explain  why  and  how  he  feels 
either  side  could  win  that  con¬ 
frontation. 

Following  his  presentation  at 
Datacomm  78,  Lecht  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  panel  discussion 
with  John  Eger,  former  head 
of  the  federal  Office  of 
Telecommunications  Policy 
and  now  a  consultant  on  com¬ 
munications  law  and  reg¬ 
ulatory  policy;  Frederick  C. 
WithingtOn,  computer  in¬ 
dustry  analyst  with  Arthur  D. 
Little  Corp.;  and  E.  Drake 
Lundell  Jr.,  editor  of  Com- 
puterworld. 

I  Seraion  topics  at  Dataconun 

I  78  include  data  communica¬ 
tions  network  ,  architecture, 
network  security,  data  com¬ 
munications  software  and 
product  trends  in  such  areas 
as  modems,  multiplexers,  fac¬ 
simile  systems  and  data  entry. 

Details  on  program  topics 
and  registration  information  is 
available  from  The  Con¬ 
ference  Company,  60  Austin 
St.,  Newton,  Mass,  02160. 

Interdyne  Offers 
Buffered  Device 

VAN  NUYS,  Calif.- An  in¬ 
telligent  buffered  data  ter- 


Trouble-shooting  is  on  target  from  the 
moment  he  walks  in.  With  more  than 
400  Sycor  field  engineers  within  a  half- 
hour  drive  of  1750  North  American 
cities,  downtime  stays  way  down. 

Get  a  reliable  Sprinter 
running  for  you. 

The  Sycor  Sprinter™  can  satisfy  your 
printer  requirements,  too.  The  bidirec¬ 
tional,  microprocessor-controlled 
printer  is  available  in  66-,  120-  and 
180-cps  models  to  give  yoii  system- 
tailored  flexibility. 

Sycor  builds  every  unit,  controls 
every  phase  of  Sprinter’s  design 
and  production.  So  you’re  assured  of 
more  operational  reliability.  By  eliminat¬ 
ing  many  of  the  mechanical  parts  that 


can  go  haywire,  our  Sprinters  stay 
running  longer. 

Sycor  also  has  light-pens,  badge 
readers  and  key  locks.  In  fact,  we  have 
just  about  eveiything  you  need  for 
on-line  applications. 

Get  a  line  on  Sycor. 

Call  800-  521-2838. 

Most  importantly,  Sycor  can  really  help 
you  save  big  on  your  system  lease  or 
purchase  costs.  To  find  out  how  much, 
call  Tony  Fazio,  VP.  Sales,  at  our 
toll-free  number:  800-521-2838.  Or 
write  Sycor,  Inc.,  Corporate  Offices,  Ann 
Arbor,  MI  48104. 

Better  yet,  call  a  nearby  sales  office. 
We’re  in  the  Yellow  Pages  under  “Data 
Processing  Equipment!’ 


minal.  Model  ICS  3801,  is  be¬ 
ing  offered  by  Interdyne  Go. 
It  uses  an  Ansi/Ecma  Philips 
cassette  drive  and  is  RS-232C 
compatible.  It  has  an  editable 
data  buffer  that  holds  up  to 
260  characters,  a  block  rewrite 
capability  and  allows  insertion 
of  blocks  or  entire  paragraphs 
into  previously  written  text. 

Features  include  .5M  byte  of 
storage  per  cassette,  switch- 
selectable  asynchronous 
transmission  rales  from  110 
bit/sec  to  19.2  kbit/sec.  Ascii 
text  as  well  as  transparent 
binary  modes,  fixed  or  varia¬ 
ble  block  length  and  auto  error 
check  and  retry. 

The  ICS  3810  is  designed  for 
connection  to  printers,  CRTs, 
modems,  computers  or  other 
terminals.  It  costs  $1,950  from 
Interdyne  Co.,  14761  Califa 
St.,  Van  Nuys,  Calif.  91411. 
Correction 

The  manager  of  information 
services  for  Korvetles  [CW, 
Nov.  28]  is  Morton  Weitz. 


Sycor  puts  computer  power  Where  the  work  is. 
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NEED  FAST  TURNAROUND?  CALL  OR  WRITE: 
COMPUTER  SYSTEMS  SUPPORT  CORPORATION 


DEPOT  SERVICE 
(301)  948-6S50 


FIELD  SERVICE 
(3011  424-7870 


and  then  transmitted. 

Design  of  System 
The  system  was  repoi 
designed  for  connectii 
slow  terminal  to  a  high- 


:he  spokesman  said. 
Optional  features 


ttroller,  rack  mount,  2 
c  and  customized  softwa 


Columbia 


-  Data  Products, 

Amberton  Drive,  Balti- 


NOVA  &  ECLIPSE 
MAINTENANCE 

(Who  Needs  Those  Hardware  Headaches?) 


Terminal  Offers  Two  Languages 


BOHEMIA,  N.Y.  -  Mega¬ 
data  Corp.  has  introduced  the 
700/DL,  a  dual-language  ter¬ 
minal  it  said  can  operate  in 
English  ■  plus  "any  other 
language"  such  as  Cyrillic, 
Farsi,  Hebrew  or  German. 

"Dual-language"  does  not 
simply  mean  two  character 
sets  are  displayed  on  the  same 
display  screen;  it  requires  the 
display  of  both  languages 
with  all  the  text-writing  re¬ 
quirements  for 'two  totally  dif¬ 
ferent  written  languages,  the 


firm  claimed. 

Both  character  sets  are  of 
sufficient  quality  that  a  reada¬ 
ble  English/foreign  language 
font  is  displayed,  according  to 
a  spokesman. 

Entering  Data 

Another  feature  of  the 
700/DL  is  the  ability  to  enter 
data  from  right  to  left  or  left  to 
right,  the  company  said. 

Characters  are  displayed  in  a 
10  by  IS  matrix,  and  the  ter¬ 
minal  is  said  to  include  neces- 


SYSTEM  2000 

Puts  your  resources  to  work 


sary  insert,  delete  and.  text- 
f  editing  features.The  700/DL 
features  a  memory  of  up  to 
;  73K,  a  126-station  keyboard,  a 

>  IS-in.  diagonal  display  and 
transmission  rates  from  SO 
bit/sec  to  38.4  kbit/sec,  the 
spokesman  noted. 

:  The  dual  terminal  is  repor¬ 

tedly  available  with  interfaces 
I  and  protocols  for  most,  pop¬ 
ular  mainframe  computers.  It 
I  costs  $5,800  to  $6,850  de- 
■  pending  on  quantity. 

Megadata  is  at  35  Orville 
_  Drive,.  Bohemia,  N.Y.  11716. 

Recorder  Includes 
Rate  Converter 

BALTIMORE  —  Columbia 
Data  Products,  Inc.  has  in¬ 
troduced  a  data  cartridge  re¬ 
corder  with  a  built-in  trans- 


Cuts  Divisional  Costs 

Corporation  Centralizes  Data  Entry  Task 

RARHFBTr>M  i-,  n  .  ,  .  _  _ _ 


BARBERTON,  Ohio  -  Five  Babcock  & 
Wilcox  divisions,  each  with  its  own  com¬ 
puter  or  on-line  access  to  a  central  com¬ 
puter  are  using  a  centrally  located  key-to- 
disk  data  entry  system  to  lower  the  cost  of 
preparing  batch  material  for  processing. 

"VVhile  it  is  impossible  to  say  exactly  how 


"lA/u  i  •  •  - -T  oeiivereo  oi 

While  It  IS  impossible  to  say  exactly  how  divisions  I 
much  this  saves,  it  probably  totals  mediately  e 
thousands  of  dollars  a  month  in  personnel  ted  —  usua 
and  hardware  costs  that  the  individual  divi-  day.  " 
sions  otherwise  would  have  to  spend,"  ac-  •  On  an  avt 
cording  to  Data  Entry  Supervisor  Anthpny  keystrokes 


"With  centralized  data  entry,  turnaround 
time  is  almost  the  same  as  if  data  were  en¬ 
tered  and  transmitted  through  remote  job 
entry  to  BiW's  IBM  370/158  mainframe," 
Stock  stated.  "Source  material  hand- 
delivered  or  mailed  each  day  by  the  different 
divisions  to  the  Inforex  system  is  im- 


itals  mediately  entered,  then  processed  and  prin- 
mel  ted  -  usually  on  the  same  or  the  following 


Babcock  &  Wilcox  (B&W),  a 


On  an  average  day,  upward  of  one  million 
keystrokes  are  performed  on  the  system. 
Stock  noted.  Ail  the  data  is  placed  initially 
on  Inforex  disk,  from  which  it  is  then  trans- 


.rivateutn'r/ •*  “>  ’-‘rack,  800  bit/in.  ta, 


tabl^h  this  rlni*  "l"  %*^!1'*^'**  *0  es-  "What  is  physically  entered  al a  keystation 

ment  .  nrt  '"‘rV  “range-  and  what  ultimately  is  released  on  tape  for 

close'  to  T ''‘® T'  processing  is  entirely  different,  however,  in 

close  to  each  other  Two  divisions.  Fossil  respect  to  the  way  data  is  arranged  "  Stock 

Power  Generating,  Nuclear  Equipment  and  said  ara  is  arranged,  btock 

Group  Staff  departments  all  are  located  in  "With  a  keypunch  syste 
*e  same  facility  here,  while  the  other  two,  has  to  maintain  a  set  of  pr. 

me  Construction  division  and  Industrial  and  select  the  proper  card  for 

Marine,  are  no  more  than  10  miles  away.  Finding  the  right  card  son 
Hi., computers  minute  or  longer;  sometime 
distributed  throughout  different  depart-  and  the  job  has  to  be  repea 
menls  also  can  benefit  from  this  arranee>  it  •  .  / 

ment,"  Stock  added,  "particularly  "hose 
now  using  keypunch  machines  for  d'ata  pre-  ZtL 


With  the  centralized  system  —  based  on  In- 
forex  1303  units  ^  B&W  also  has  reduced 
data  entry  costs  $6,000  a  year  while  speed-  ""  j’®  ■?; 

mg  data  preparation  time  some  10%,  he  add-  ^  ™  system.  Si 
ed.  Half  the  dollar  savings,  he  explained,  has 
dome  from  a  reduction  in  previous  Propr'a‘e  progr 
keypunch  and  disk-to-tape  hardware  cost,  system  d 

the  other  half  from  the  elimination  of  Before  install 


"With  a  keypunch  system,  each  operator  Five  divisions  of 
has  to  maintain  a  set  of  program  cards,  then  ing  a  centrally  lo 
select  the  proper  card  for  each  job  entered.  try  system. 
Finding  the  right  card  sometimes  can  take  a 
minute  or  longer;  sometimes  a  card  is  wrong  December  1975  « 
and  the  job  has  to  be  repeated,"  he  said.  troller  and  eight 

If  incorrect  information  is  punched  on  stated, 
cards,  duplicate  cards  with  the  correct  infor-  "By  April,  197: 
mation  have  to  be  punched  and  fed  controller,  si 

manually  into'  the  deck  —  a  very  time-  '"8  ‘he  total  to  2 


Five  divisions  of  Babcock  &  Wilcox  are  u 
ing  a  centrally  located  key-to-disk  data  ei 
try  system. 


;  added  another  1303  con- 
nore  keystations,"  Stock 


All  we  have  to  do  is  call  up  the  ap¬ 
propriate  program;  make  the  change,  then 
let  the  system  do  the  rest,"  he  pointed  out. 
Before  installing  the  Inforex  1303  in 


h  the  correct  infor-  By  April,  1977,  we  had  added  another 
lunched  and  fed  controller,  six  more  keystations  (bring- 
;  —  a  very  time-  '"S  ‘he  total  to  22),  dropped  the  remainder 
'ever,-  these  correc-  ‘he  previous  hardware  and  switched.from 
ronds  with  the  In-  18-person  first  shift,  six-person  second 
shift  to  a  22-person,  single-shift  operation." 
s  call  up  the  ap-  Stock  noted  this  reduction  jn  hours  did  not 
:  the  change,  then  ‘  because  of  any  major  reduction  in  vol- 

,"  he  pointed  out.  ume  of  jobs  or  any  change  in  the  data  sub- 
I  f  -i-joi  •  "'•ssiou  schedule  of  the  different  divisions. 


-  >■•<1  eiiminarion  or  msiaiiing  me  intorex  1303  in  'TVie 

punched  cards  and  the  need  for  a  second  August  1975,  B&W  used  10  Mohawk  Data  J  informer 


Sciences  Cdrp.  key-to-tape  stations,  seven 
The  improvement  in  data  entry  speed,  he  Univac  1710  and  eight  IBM  129  buffered 

continued,  is  attributable  to  automatic  keypunches  for  centralized  entry  of  batch 

generation  of  format  codes,  which  means  information, 

keyboard  operators  need  not  include  pro-  "Recognizing  that  we  migi 
gram  instructions  along  with  source  some  transition  problems  weli 

material,  and  to  the  replacement  of  itial  Inforex  installation  to  o 

mKhanica  ly  based  keypunch  machines  and  eight  keystations  and  used 

with  the  all-electronic  system.  lion  with  our  other  data  entr 


of  information  through  the  system  was  just 
that  much  faster,"  he  said. 

"For  example,  using  an  Inforex  keystation, 
an  average  operator  can  generate  approx¬ 
imately  9,000  keystrokes  an  hour  and  an  ex¬ 
perienced  operator  about  14,000.  Using  a 
keypunch  station,  an  average  operator  can 
produce  only  about  7,000  keystrokes  an 
hour  and  an  experienced  operator  about 
11,000." 


College's  System  Pools  Student  Records 


SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  —  Syracuse  University 
here  has  consolidated  its  student  informa¬ 
tion  into  an  integrated  on-line  records  sys¬ 
tem  that  lets  university  personnel  provide 
immediate  answers  to  questions  about 
grades,  admissions  and  finances. 

The  system  makes  it  possible  for  prospec¬ 
tive  students  to  learn  the  status  of  their  ap¬ 
plications  by  telephone  in  seconds.  It  also 
lets  confused  freshmen  have  errors  on  class 
schedules  corrected  immediately,  and  ap.- 
prehensive  students  can  be  reassured  sooner 
about  the  status  of  their  applications  for 
financial  aid,  according  to  Thomas  F.  Ben- 
zel,  manager  of  student  data  systems. 

The  system  maintains  a  student's  records 
from  the  time  of  application  through 
graduation.  Besides  maintaining  records  for 
the  admissions,  registrar's  and  financial  aid 
offices,  sections  of  the  system  support  the 
administrative  work  of  the  various  schools 
and  colleges  at  the  university. 

Benzel  said  the  frustration  of  students  at¬ 
tempting  to  find  answers  and  employees 
trying  to  provide  them  has  been  substan¬ 
tially  reduced.  And  the  system,  which  took 
2-1/2  years  to  design  and  implement,  has 
many  far-reaching  effects. 

"I'm  very  proud  of  what  we've  done, "  Be¬ 
nzel  said.  "As  far  as  I  know,  no  one  else  has 
undertaken  the  whole  reorganization  of  a 
student  recordkeeping  system  in  just  two 


The  student  is  the  common  denominator  in 
the  system,  which  ties  all  the  formerly  unre- 
•  lated  areas  together.  Admissions,  financial 
aid  and  the  registrar's  functions  have  been 
integrated,  eliminating  much  overlap.  With 
the  old  method,  "once  a  folder  got  started 
moving,  it  became  -  caught  up  in  the 
bureaucratic  snarl,”  Benzel  said. 

Locating  the  file  and  its  information  is  no 
longer  a  problem. 

In  admissions,  the  new  records  system 
keeps  an  inventory  of  all  the  required  docu¬ 
ments  and  the  status  of  a  student's  applica¬ 
tion  is  available  at  all  times,  he  noted. 

Benzel  said  the  on-line  system  is  much 
more  convenient  than  the  old  system.  Now 
clerks  can  update  information  by  typing  in 
changes  at  a  CRT  terminal.  The  changes  can 
be  checked  by  having  the  computer  either 
display  the  information  on  the  CRT 
terminal's  screen  or  print  a  hard  copy  on  a 
matrix  printer  in  the  office. 

The  old  system  used  batch  processing, 
where  changes  were  punched  on  data  cards 
and  read  into  the  computer  by  a  card  reader. 
Verifying  changes  required  programming 
the  computer  to  print  an  audit  trail  on  a  line 
printer  located  at  the  computing  center.  Er¬ 
rors  then  had  to  be  recycled  through  the 
batch  process. 

When  it  came  time  to  upgrade  the 


university's  student  information  system,  a 
review  of  the  former  batch  -processing  sys¬ 
tem  revealed  it  to  be  more  useful  as  a  re¬ 
pository  for  historical  information  than  as  a 
basis  for  a  new  information  system. 


In  1975,  a  $220,000  grant  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare 
enabled  the  design  of  a  new  system  that 
would  integrate  the  information  required  for 
university  and  student  records  administra¬ 
tion. 

The  system  is  based  oh  an  IBM  370/148 
that  contains  2M  bytes  of  memory,  a 
spokesman  said.  Peripherals  include  four 
6250  dual-density  tape  drives,  10  Memorex 
Corp.  disk  drives  —  four  single-density  and 
six-dual-density  -  with  1.6  billion  bytes  of 
storage  area,  an  IBM  pfinter  capable  of 
speeds  up  to  1,100  line/min  and  a  remote  job 
entry  terminal  that  is  kept  in  the  program¬ 
ming  area,  he  added. 

"The  time  required  to  process  admissions 
applications  has  decreased  substantially. 
The  processing  of  admissions  applications  is 
a  month  ahead  of  last  year,"  he  said. 
Corrections  which  took,  all  semester  can 
novv  be  handled  at  once,  and  the  working 
environment  is  more  productive  and 
stimulating,  he  added. 
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Adding  Instructional  Services 

Center  Meets  Business  Needs  for  700  Schools 


By  Tim  Scannell 
CW  Staff 

HOUSTON  -  A  central  DP  center 
here,  serving  700  public  schools  in 
Texas,  uses  two  Control  Data  Corp. 
Cyber  172  systems  for  moat  of  the 
schools'  "business"  DP  needs. 

The  Gulf  Texas  Multi-Regional 
Processing  -Center  (MRPC)  serves 
nearly  700,000  students  and  has  the 
most  powerful  computing  facility,  in 
terms  of  capacity  and  speed,  of  the 
eight  centers  that  provide  DP  services' 
to  the  Texas  public  school  system,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Arley  Carter,  DP  director  of 
the  MRPC. 

The  Cyber  172s  are  linked  and  share 
SOOk  bytea  of  memory,  a  spokesman 


said.  The  system  also  includes  shared 
files  of  18  CDC  844-2  disk  units  that 
are  capable  of  recording  two  billion 
characters  of  information  and  a  580-12 
printer  with  a  speed  of  1,200  line/min, 
he  reported. 

Remote  terminals  —  235  <in  all  —  are 
installed  in  schools  and  district  ad¬ 
ministrative  offices  provide  about  70% 
of  the  system's  input,  the  spokesman 
add«l. 

The  system  is  managed  by  a  staff  of 
96  technical,  administrative  and  ed¬ 
ucator  personnel  and  is  patterned  after 
a  typical  business  application.  Carter 

It  not  only  handles  student  files, 
scheduling,  grade  reporting,  atten¬ 


dance,  test  scoriirg  and  personnel  ac¬ 
counting  and  payroll,  but  it  performs 
research  and  statistical  analysis,  model 
simulations  and  specially  formatted  re¬ 
ports  that  might  be  required  by  state 
and  federal  government,  he  added. 

The  172s. are  also  responsible  for  the 
annual  production  of  more  than  one 
million  paychecks,  and  the  system 
produces  96,000  pages  of  computer 
printout  weekly  for  the  Houston  Inde¬ 
pendent  School  District,  which  in¬ 
cludes  230  schools,  he  said. 

Operational  Since  '72 

Growth  in  computer  use  has  been 
rapid  since  1972  when  MRPC  became, 
operational  with  a  CDC  6600  system. 


Fabri-1ek  has  an 
ace  in  the  hole  for 
PDF  11/70  users. 


The  Model  7011  Add-on  Core  Memory.  Totally 
plug-compatible  with  the  POP  11/70. 

Compact  expansions  up  to  2  megabytes  in 
128K  byte  increments.  Improved  pedormance 
with  cycle  time  of  650  nanoseconds, 
access  time  250.  Parity  checks  and  interleaving 


and  30-day  delivery,  you  can’t  afford 
get  in  the  game. 

Fabri-Tek  is,  the  only  independent  tc 
the  entire  DEC  POP  11  Series  with  t 
core  add-ons  and  semiconductor  ai 
Whatever  your  requitement,  we’ll  ds 
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When  it  comes  to 
memory  expansion, 
we’ve  stacked  the  DEC. 


I  FASIRtN^TEilC  INC. 
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according  to  Carter. 

All  of-  the  jobs  for  processing,  at  that 
time,  were  brought  to  the  center  by  a 
delivery  service  and  were  returned  to 
the  users  a  few  days  later,  he  claimed. 
But  as  the  network  grew,  so  did  the 
need  for  a  larger  computing  facility 
and'  in  1976  the  6600  was  replaced 
with  172s.  Terminals  were  then  util¬ 
ized  to  achieve  faster  turnaround. 

The  system  makes  use  of  on-line  ap¬ 
plication  and  conununications  between 
the  remote  terminals  and  the  central 
computer.  Carter  noted. 

"For  example,  daily  attet\dance  data 
relayed  from  a  school's  terminal  to  the 
computer  is  rapidly  processed  and  the 
names  and  home  telephone  numbers 
of  absent  students  are  printed  out  at 
the  school  within  an  hour.  SchooL  of¬ 
ficials  then  selectively  call  the  absent 
student's  home  for  a  report  on  his 
whereabouts,"  he  sai^. 

In  addition  to  operational  and 
management  services,  MRPC  is  mov¬ 
ing  into  instructional  computing.  Car¬ 
ter  said.  Through  the  various  ter¬ 
minals,  students  can  participate  in 
computer-assisted  instruction,  have 
access  to  vocation-counseling  iirfor* 
mation  and  develop  and  test  computer 
programs  and  learn  the  operatiori  of 
computer  equipment. 

Teachers "  also  benefit  from  the 
system's  facilities  because  they  are  able 
to  track  a  student's  progress  as  he  pro¬ 
ceeds  through  a  computer-assisted 
learning  sequence  and  select  ap¬ 
propriate  test  items  from  a  data  bank 
that  includes  instructional  resources, 
diagnostic  references  and  course  con¬ 
tent,  Carter  said. 

The  MRPC  system  has  been 
enhanced  by  the  installation  of  high¬ 
speed  synchronous  communications 
lines  to  large  districts  that  have  a 
heavy  data  workload.  Also,  in  order  to 
maintain  such  an  extensive  geographic 
network,  with  some  users  almost  200 
miles  away,  MRPC  uses  a  front-end 
teleprocessing  minicomputer  to  facil¬ 
itate  communications,  he  added. 

The  Houston  Independent  School 
District,  which  is  the  largest,  also  has 
its  own  on-site  CDC  System  17,  which 
is  linked  with  the  Cyber  computers  at 
MRPC.  Data  is  put  on  magnetic  tape 
at  this  site  and  then  transferred  to 
MRPC  for  final  processing  and  print¬ 
ing,  according  to  a  spokesman. 
Integration  into  the  Cyber  system 
eliminated  the  need  for  an  IBM  370/- 
145  computer  that  was  formerly  used 
by  the  Houston  school  district.  The 
IBM  machine  is  slated  to  be  moved  to 
Houston  Community  College  in  1978, 
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User  Credits  Vendor  for  Ease  in  Four  Upgrades 


By  Brad  Schultz 
CW  Staff 

NEW  HYDE  PARK,  N.Y.  - 
A  private  courier  service 
which  has  experienced  a 
12-fold  increase  in  sales  over 
the  past  II  years  credited  its 
success  to  staying  with  one 
vendor  during  its  hardware 

Honeywell  Information  Sys¬ 
tems,  Inc.-  "has  had  an  es¬ 
pecially  supportive  attitude 
throughout  our  continuing 
expansion,  always  having  the 
right  computer  system  ready 
for  us  at  the  right  time," 
■Thomas  F.  McCloskey,  vice- 
president  of  Puralator,  Inc., 
said  in  describing  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  Puralator's  Services 

HIS  anticipated  Puralator's 
growth  by  suggesting  a  Model 
120  in  1966,  when  most  com¬ 
puter  vendors  saw  the  firm  as 
"small-time,"  McCloskey 
said. 

Handling  payroll  and  "basic 
business  functions,"  the 
Model  120  featured  8K  words 
of  main  memory,  three  tapes, 
a  card  reader  and  a  printer. 

"Before  that,  our  accounts 
receivable  system  consisted  of 
carbon  copies  of  invoices," 
McCloskey  said.  "Putting  it 
all  on  cards  made  the  account-  ’ 
ing  a  breeze  —  for  a  while, 
anyway." 

Three  More  Upgrades  ' 
Considered  outgrown  in 
1969,  the  system  was  replaced 
by  a  Model  115  with  32K 
words  of  main  memory,  four 
tapes  and  a  disk  drive. 

Two  years  later,  the  Model 
115  had  also  been  outgrown.. 
By  that  lime,  annual  sales  had 
climbed  to  $82  million  from 
$16  million  in  1966.  So  in 
1971  the  115  was  replaced  by 
a  Model  2050  featuring  131K 
words  of  main  memory,  six 
tapes,  four  disk  drives  and  a 
batch  card  system. 

By  1974,  annual  sales  had 
climbed  to  $148  million  and 
75,000  transactions  per  month 
were  being  processed  by  22 
employees.  "We  were  always 
three  to  four  weeks  behind  in 
applying  a  customer's  pay¬ 
ment  to  his  account,  and  ac¬ 
curacy  was  becoming  a  prob¬ 
lem,"  McCloskey  recalled. 

"The  off-line,  batch  card 
system  just  got  unwieldy,  "  he 
said,  "and  we  had  some  plans 
for  on-line  applications  to 
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The  66/40  features  256K 
words  of  main  memory,  five 
lOM-byte  disk  drives,  seven 
^pe  drives,  a  front-end  net¬ 
work  processor,  a  com¬ 
munications  processor,  a  mag¬ 
netic  ink  character  reader/- 
sorter,  a  card  reader,  two  prin¬ 
ters  and  six  CRTs. 

Programming  and  develop¬ 
ment  time  has  been  reduced 


by  67%,  McCloskey  noted  in 
comparing  the  66/40  with  its 
predecessor.  "With  the  2050," 
he  added,  "80%  of  our  systems 
and  programming  department 
was  on  maintenance  and  20% 
on  development  of  new  pro¬ 
grams.  The  Level  66  reversed 
those  figui;es." 

According  to  McCloskey, 
the  66/40  also  enabled  Pur¬ 
alator's  l>£,s^f  to  drop  from 
a  24-hour,  six-days-per-week 
operatiori  to  a  12-hour,  five- 


days-a-week  schedule.  "And 
we  are  now  doing  an  average 
of  nine  multiprogramming 
jobs  per  month,  while  we  were 
averaging  1,2  jobs  before.  " 

The  company  presently  has 
14  CRTs,  eight  allocated  for 
accounts  receivable  and  six  for 
credit,  customer  inquiries  and 
program  development. 

Puralator  plans  to  use  HIS 
equipment  to  implement  a 
"shipment  control  system," 
McCloskey  said. 


With  a  terminal  in  each  of  35 
offices,  "a  customer  could  call 
any  Puralator  office  to  inquire 
into  the  status  of  a  shipment, 
and  that  office  would  be  able 
to  use  its  terminal  to  deter¬ 
mine  within  seconds  where 
the  parcel  is  and  when 
Puralator  will  deliver  it,i'  he 
explained. 

"But  the  real  value  of  the 
system  is  that  we  will  be  able 
to  call  the  customer  before  he 
calls  us,"  he  noted. 


Seven  tough  proMems  in"0ii 
and  howlandeni^^NonStop!’ 


Thelm^Ones. 

1.  System  Down— Processor  Failure. 

2.  System  Down— Disc  Failure. 

3.  System  Down— Repairing 
Hardware. 

4.  System  Down— Restoring 
Data  Base. 

5.  System  Down— Software  Failure. 

6.  System  Down— Changing  to  a 
Larger  Processor. 

Lots  of  things  change  when  you  go 
"on-line'.'  Mostly  for  the  better. 

That’s  why  this  is  the  most  important 
trend  in  data  processing  today.  But 
the  one  area  which  concerns  manage¬ 
ment  the  most  is  "What  happens 
when  the  computer  goes  down?”  It's 
a  good  question,  and  until  Tandem 
introduced  “NonStop"  processing 
last  year  the  answers  weren't  pleasant. 
Service  is  interrupted;  that's  bad 
enough.  But  there  is  worse  news  sjill. 
At  the  instant  of  failure;,  a  transac¬ 
tion  in  process  could  be  lost  (or 
duplicated),  a  record  being  updated 
could  be  destroyed,  or  a  pointer 
changed  incorrectly  could  cause  the 
.  loss  of  untold  records.  In  short,  loss 
of  service  ix  the  surface  cost.  Loss  of 
data  base  integrity  is  an  even  water 
problem.  Tandem's  NonStop  ^stem, 
hardware  and  software,  is  the  first 
topxlown,  designed-in  solution  to 
both  these  problems.  To  make  it  even 
better,  we've  designed  it  so  it's  easy 
to  program,  easy  to  expand,  and 
easily  the  most  efficient  transaction 
■  processing  system  around. 

1.  System  Down— Processor  Failure. 
Every  computer  will  fail  sometime. 
The  bigger  they  are,  the  more  of^— 
they  fml.  Tandem  has  replaced  big¬ 
ness  with  a  unique  multiple  processor 
architecture.  Workloads  are  shar^ 
by  the  processors  under  control  of 
Guardian,  the  only  NonStop  Multiple 
Processor  Operating  System  avail¬ 
able  regardless  of  price  class. 

When  a  component  fails.  Guardian 
automatically  reassigns  both  proc¬ 
essor  and  I/O  resources  to  ensure 
that  in-process  tasks  including  file 
updates  arc  completed  correctly.  You 
decide  the  priorities:  Guardian  docs 
the  work.  And  no  interruption  of 


2.  System  Down-Disc  Failure. 

When  one  of  your  disc  storage 
devices  fails  in  the  middle  of  a  file 
update,  unknown  damage  to  the 
record,  to  record  pointers,  or  to 
indices  can  occur.  Enscribe,  Tandem's 
NonStop  Data  Base  Record  Man¬ 
ager.  ensures  that  the  damaged  rec¬ 
ord  is  restored;  and.  with  our 
optional  Mirror  Volume  duplicate 
file  technique,  that  operation  is  con¬ 
tinued  using  the  back-up  file.  The 
back-up  files  are  created  auto¬ 
matically  and  are  used  by  Enscribe  to 
improve  system  response  time.  When 
the  down  disc  is  retired  so  are  its 
files,  automatically,  by  Enscribe.  You 
decide  which  volumes  to  back  up; 
Enscribe  maintains  them,  and  no 
interruption  of  service  occurs. 


With  any  system,  a  hardware  failure 
must  be  repaired.  But  only  with 
Tandem  can  the  system  keep  oper¬ 
ating,  right  throu^  the  failure  and 
through  the  repair,  too.  Tandem’s 
Customer  Service  Representative  can 
remove  and  replace  any  failed  mod¬ 
ule  in  your  wstem  without  interrupt¬ 
ing  service.  The  operators  at 
terminals  and  the  programs  in  process 
are  totally  unaware  of  either  the  fail¬ 
ure  or  the  repair.  And  routine  mainte¬ 
nance,  too,  is  performed  with  the 
system  fully  operational.  This  is  one 
more  unusual  feature  of  our  system, 
but  without  it,  no  system  can  truly 
be  called  ’‘NonStop:’ 

4.  System  Down-Restoring 
DaUBese.  ^ 

When  a  hardware  failure  occurs  dur¬ 
ing  file  up^te  in  any  “on-line” 
system  which  is  not  NonStop,  there 
is  every  reason  to  quesUon  the  integ¬ 
rity  of  the  data  base.  Integrity  of  the 
dau  base  is  crucial.  For  this  reason, 
elaborate  procedures  to  maintain 
restart  points  artf  backup  fries  are 
required  in  almost  all  "on-line’’  sys¬ 
tems.  Not  with  Tandem.  Using 
Guardian  and  Enscribe,  the'Tmidem 
NonStop  System  errsutes  that  all 
transactions  are  completed  correctly 
even  if  a  processor,  I/O  channel,  disc 


controller  or  disc  drive  fails  during 
that  transaction,  ^ually  important, 
the  system  downtime  normally 
requited  for  “restore"  and 
"restart”  operations  is  eliminated. 

5.  System  Down— Software  Failure. 
System  software  crashes  are  an 
important  source  of  downtime  in 
ordinary  oil-line  systems,  but  not  in 
Tandem  installations.  Because  all 
Tandem  software  is  designed  and 
tested  to  run  in  a  multiple  processor 
environment,  it  is  also  designed  and 
tested  for  failure  modes  never  con-  ■ 
sidered  in  single  processor  systems 
software.  Most  important,  the  use  of 
independent  processors,  each  with 
its  own  memory,  assures  that  a  soft¬ 
ware  failure  in  one  processor  cannot 
cause  a  failure  in  a  second  processor 
or  contaminate  the  data  or  programs 
executing  in  that  processor. 

6.  System  Down— Changing  to  a 
Larger  Processot 

On-line  systems  tend  to  grow,  and  as 
they  grow  they  change.  New  applica¬ 
tions,  more  stations,  improved  service; 
all  of  these  result  in  a  need  for  bigger, 
faster  processors.  With  Tandem’s 
NonStop  System  you  can  actually  add 
processors,  add  memory,  and  add  pe¬ 
ripherals  without  any  re-programming 
whatsoever.  Using  Guardian, 
Enscribe,  and  Envoy,  Tandem’s  Data 
Communications  method,  all  user 
programs  and  all  files  are  geograph¬ 
ically  independent.  They  have  to  be 
for  NonStop  operation.  You  can  also 
write  your  programs  using  a  powerful 
high-level  compiler  for  a  multiple 
processor  environment  as  easily  as 
for  a  single  processor. 

7.  System  Up-Confidence  Down. 

WTicn  an  “on-line"  system  is  up, 
people  come  to  rely  on  it.  And 
because  today’s  computers  are  reli¬ 
able,  people  have  come  to  rely  on 
them  quite  heavily.  Which  makes  it 
even  worse  when  the  ^tem  does  go 
down,  or  the  information  it  supplies 
is  wrong.  Confidence  is  severely 
damaged.  And  anyone  who  has  tried 
manual  back-up  systems  knows  that 
they  are  not  the  aaswer  An  auto¬ 
matic  back-up,  non-stop  system  is  , 
the  answer.  And  Tandem  has  it. 


No  Failures  in  Five  Months 


Bank's  DP  Prospers  With  Independent  Memory 

W.  ORANGE.  N.I.  -  After  n..  -r  .jj  


u  T  installation  of  add-on  memory 

nenH.nr^^  ^  Tif;  ["'"’“fV  fr°">  Electronic  accordini 

pendent  memory  to  tts  IBM  Memories  aird  Ma<rn.fir.  «i.te„t 


??n7r'rs  Memories  and  Magnetics 

370/145,  a  bank  holding  com-  Corp.  (EMM) 
pany  here  retried  no  mem-  "We  needed  certain  cap- 
ory  failures  during  the  first  abilities  from  our  IBM  370/ 
145  that  we  just  couldn't  get 
The  Midlantic  Banks,  Inc.  from  our  existing  mainframe 
boosted  the  memory  capacity  configuration.  One  of  our 


)r  add-on  memory  on  our  operation/' 
Electronic  according  to  Bob  Henches,  as- 
Magnetics  sistant  vice-president  and 
manager  of  technical  support, 
rtain  cap-  When  Midlantic  decided  to 
IBM  370/  upgrade  its  memory,  a- 50%  in- 
Juldn't  get  crease  in  capacity  was  con- 
mainframe  sidered  sufficient  to  meet  its 
e  of  our  needs.  In  mi(^1976,  the  com- 


1^5  ’’"T'y  considerations  in  ex-  pany  decided  to  consider  fnd!i 
panding  this  memory  was  to  pendent  add-on  memorv  i 


"We  had  three  primary  marketing  companies  and  the 
Titeria  in  evaluating  memory,  third  was  a  memory  manufac- 


'  included  the  perfoi 
!,  flexibility  and  price  o 
nemory,"  Henches  re 


by  IBM  to  768K  bytes  with 


mize  the  effect  of  failed  the  best  method  of  achieving  memory  and  narrowed  the  li 


Line”  Data  Base  ^sterns 
^rstem  solves  them. 


Tandem  offers  a  proven,  field  tested 
solution  to  the  two  principal  ques¬ 
tions  everyone  should  ask  about  an 
“on-line"  data  base  system;  What 
level  of  service  will  it  provide?  What 
protection  does  it  offer  for  my 
data  base? 

Someday  all  “on-line"  systems  will  be 
NonStop.  Tandem  16  Systems  are 
NonStdp  today.  And  without  price 
penalties.  Not  everyone  needs  an 
on-line,  real-time,  non-stop  system, 
but  for  those  who.do  there  isn't 
another  solution  worth  thinking, 
about.  Tandem  Computers,  Inc., 
20605  Valley  Green  Drive,.  Cupertino, 
California  95014  orTandem  Com¬ 
puters  GmBH,  Bernerstrasse  50A, 
Frankfurt  56,  West  Germany. 


Guardian 

Multiple  IVocessor  Operating  System 
NonStop  operation. 

Automatic  re-entrant,  recursive  and 
shareable  code. 

Virtual  memory  system. 

Geographic  independence  of 
programs  and  peripherals. 


Data  Base  Record  Manager 

Provides  relative,  entry-sequenced 
and  key-sequenced  files. 

Each  file  may  be  up  to  four 
BILLION  bytes. 

Up  to  255  alternate  keys  per  file. 
Optional  mirror  copy  by  disc  volume. 

Envoy 

Data  Communications  Manager 

Communications  with  remote 
devices  and/or  processors. 

Support  of  point-to-point,  multi-drop, 
master  and/or  tributary. 

All  transfers  via  DMA. 


SeeusatNCC 


The  Tandem  16  NonStop  System  is  compose 
with  dual  redundant  communications  paths, 
hardware  and  software  assures  not  only  con 
of  your  data  base,  but  also  throughput  unnu 


3T-  turer,.  EMM. 
of  Midlantic  picked  EMM 
re-  tnemory  because  EMM  "met 
our  objectives  better  than  the 
other  suppliers.  Its  145  mem¬ 
ory  also  offered  several  ba¬ 
le-  nefi.ts  that  were  especially  im- 
45  portant  to  our  operations  and 
ist  heavily  influenced  our  deci- 

_  sion,"  Henches  added. 

These  benefits  included  the 
ability  to  dial  off  failing  seg¬ 
ments  of  memory,  plus  the  re¬ 
cording  of  single-bit  memory 
hits,,  he  said.  • 

.  Also  important,  but  not  a 
major  factor  in  the  decision  to 
go  with  Emm,  was  the  fact 
that  EMM'S  145  memory  sys¬ 
tem  is  static,,  whereas  the  other 
systems  at  which  the  firm 
looked  were  dynamic  devices. 
The  use  of  static  memory 
helped  to  ensure  the  com¬ 
patibility,  he  said. 

Midlantic  also  recognized 
the  installation  time  was  very 
important  since  the  center  is 
an  on-line  operation  and  it 
processes  savings  and  demand 
deposit  transactions.  It  is  also 
tied  in  to  automatic  feller 
machines.  The  EMM  system 
was  installed  within  24  hours, 
minimizing  the  impact  on 
operations,  Henches  said. 

"During  the  first  five 
months  of  operations,  we 
didn't  experience  a  fallout  or 
any  •  time  down.  After  nine 
months  we  had  only  two  hits 
on  EMM  memory,  with  a  total 
deviation  of  three  hours. 

"Both  EMM  and  Sorbus  {a 
third-party  maintenance  firm]  ■ 
have  given  us  excellent  sup-  , 
port  when  we  have  needed  it," 
Henches  said. 
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Key-to-Disk  Keeps  Collector's  Data  Cleaner 


Special  to  CW 

PITTSBURGH,  Pa.  -  The  NUS 
Corp.  here  has  made  the  transition 
from'heypunch  technology  to  key-to- 
disk.  As  a  result,  it  reported,  its  data 
entry  error  rate  has  dropped  from  30% 
on  keypunch  to  about  1.5%  with  key- 
to-disk,  while  handling  up  to  780,000 
data  records  yearly. 

NUS  is  •  involved  with  the  design, 
location,  construction  and  safe  opera¬ 
tion  of  nuclear  power  plants,  fossil- 
fuel  power  generating  plants,  mining 
operations  and  other  energy-related 
projects  because  it  busies  itself  pulling 
together  large  masses  of  raw  data 
and  converting  it  into  understandable, 
useful  information. 

NUS'  Ecological  Services  Division 
(ESD)  provides  scientific  expertise. 


management  support  and  documenta¬ 
tion  for  over  200  such  data  collection 
projects  annually.  These  projects, 
primarily  environmental  impact 
studies  and  monitoring  programs,  in¬ 
volve  the  collection  and  processing  of 
data  related  to  everything  from  hy¬ 
drology  and  seismology  to  physics  and 
microbiology. 

The  ESD  utilizes  a  Mohawk  Data 
Sciences  Corp.  (MDS)  System  2409 
key-to-disk  system  to  help  assure  the 
required  data  accuracy,  to  keep  re¬ 
searchers  abreast  of  current  publica¬ 
tions  in  their  fields  and  to  provide  a 
data  management  and  entry  system 
that  is  the  first  phase  in  a  project  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA)  to  establish  effluent 
guidelines  for  the  iron  and  steel. in- 


The  configuration  at  the  ESD  was 
implemented  on  Sept.  1,  1974  to  re¬ 
place  IBM  129  keypunches.  It  includes 
a  6SK  System  2409  used  for  data  en¬ 
try,  validation,  editing  and  concurrent 
remote  batch  communications  with 
IBM  370/168  and  370/158  main¬ 
frames  located  at  an  outside  services 
vendor  in  Pittsburgh  and  a  Control 
Data  Corp.  6400  in  McLean,  Va. 

The  communications  links  are  4,800 
bit/sec  dial-ups.. The  system  also  in¬ 
cludes  five  keystations;  four  9-track, 
800  bil/in.  tape  drives;  a  400  card/min 
card  reader;  a  teletypewriter  console; 
and  a  dual  disk  system  with  a  com¬ 
bined  storage  capacity  of  4M  bytes. 

Three  years  ago,  under  the  guidance 
of  Henry  Hess,  manager  of  data 
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RELIABLE  AND  EXTREMELY  E 

A  daisy-wheel  printer  ^ves  you  Cast,  quiet,  tioubIe-£ree  operation.  To  chanqe 
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analysis  and  biostatistical  studies,  a 
state-of-the-art  enchancement  of 
MDS'  Key-to-Disk  Operating  System 
(KDOS)  was  created  to  handle  the 
division's  specialized  data  entry  re¬ 
quirements.  The  enhanced  system, 
called  Ecological  Data  Validation  Sys- 
■tem  (Edval),  allows  keystation 
operators  to  enter  the  taxonomic  clas¬ 
sifications  of  biological  samples  with  a 
minimum  number  of  keystrokes  and, 
therefore,  a  reduced  risk  of  error. 

Essentially,  the  purpose  of  Edval  is  to 
reduce  long  and  complex  Latin  names 
to  the  shortest  possible  unique  form 
and  to  provide  operators  with  no 
special  training  in  the  sciences  with  a 
means  ■  of  looking  up  correct  phy¬ 
logenetic  classifications. 

According  to  Hess,  "Edval  and  the 
editing  and  validation  capabilities  of 
the  System  2409  have  reduced  our  data 
entry  error  rate  from  30%  on  key¬ 
punch  to  only  1%  or  2%.  Further;  we 
have  the  ability,  to  go  back  and  update, 
delete  or  change  data  stored  on  the 
disk. 

"That  is  especially  important  in  light 
of  the  fact  that  new  scientific  discov¬ 
eries  and  sampling  methods  sometimes 
create  the  need  for  new  or  modified 
formats,"  he  noted. 

Scientists  Up-To-Date 
In  1975,  Hess'  staff-further  addressed 
the  problem  of  keeping  pace  with  new 
developments  in  the  ecological  scien¬ 
ces  by  creating  an  information  re¬ 
trieval  system  on  the  MDS  System 
2490. 

Over  8.3  million  documents ,—  re¬ 
prints  of  journal  articles',  abstract 
sheets  and  technical  materials  —  can  be 
listed^  on  two  disks.  A  researcher  who 
needs  to  review  a  specific  subject  area 
may  reference  as  many  as  20,000  key 
words  which  are  included  in  the  file 
and  which  may  be  modified  by  as 
many  as  50  operands. 

The  system- automatically  examines 
2,000  document/sec.  For  example,  one 
might  key  in  "FISH,  1974,  OHIO'-' 
and  get  back  a  complete  list  of  all 
publications  relative  to  ecological 
studies  on  fish  in  the  state  of  Ohio 
either  performed  or  published  in  1974. 

A  third  application,  implemented  in 
May,  1977,  is  the  first  stage  in  a  proj¬ 
ect  to  gather  and  organize  data  on 
which  EPA  can  base  effluent 
guidelines  for  the  iron  and  steel  in¬ 
dustry.  Working  with  the  Cyrus  Wil¬ 
liam  Rice  Division  of  NUS  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  ESD  created  a  data  entry  and 
management  system  to  turn  on  the 
key-to-disk  system. 

Responses  to  inch-thick  question¬ 
naires  sent  out  to  management  person¬ 
nel  in  the  industry  are  being  keyed  in 
on  the  system,  validated,  edited  and 
batched  for  data  management  on  the 
370/168  in  Pittsburgh.  To  date,  over 
400  questionnaires  have  been  received 
and  entered,  and  150,000  records  have 
been  produced.  The  system  was  also 
used  to  generate  mailing  labels  for  the 
questionnaires. 

NUS'  major  reasons  for  implement¬ 
ing  the  System  2409  three  years  ago 
were  the  ability  to  write  special  ap¬ 
plications  software,  to  achieve  the  data 
entry  accuracy  and  productivity  rates 
essential  to  valid  statistical  evaluation 
and  to  communicate  with  a  variety  of 
mainframe  and  peripheral  devices, 
Hess  said. 


Our  6  Miniconniiitei^: 
i^iiodular  haixlwarB,  inodul^  softwarB, 

all  under  one  umKrplla 


The  flexibility  of  having  software  that's  os  mrHnlar 
as  your  hardware.  The  security  of  having  it  oil  from  a  single 
vendor  -with  worldwide  maintenance  and  support. 

Honeywell  has  your  requirements  covered. 

Modular  Hardware.  Level  6's  fully  open-ended  architecture 
lets  you  select  processors,  memories,  communications, 
and  peripherals  to  meet  just  about  any  system  requirements 
Packaging  includes  table-top,  rack-mounted,  and 
office  versions.  Options  include  the  ability  to 
address  up  to  2  million  bytes  of 
memory  a  memory  management  unit, 
a  powerful  scientific  instruction  processor,  and  a 
wide  choice  of  peripheral  devices. 

Modular  Software.  Our  new  GCOS  6  operating 
system  features  on  array  of  software  modules  that 
you  con  assemble  to  match  your  individual  needs. 

It's  a  multifunctional  system  that  supports  functions  such 
■as  forms  data  entry  and  remote  botch  with  local  processing. 
Plus  time-shared  program  development,  terminal  con¬ 
centration,  transaction  processing,  data  base  management, 
and  file  transmission  modules  that  allow  connection 
to  Honeywell  and  other  host  processors,  all  in  a  real-time, 
distributed  systems  environment. 

And  GCOS  6  lets  you  run  your  own  applications. 


utilize  Level  6  functions  like  transaction  processing,  and 
communicate  simultaneously  with  a  host  processor - 
all  on  a  single  Level  6  system. 

And  Support.  Level  6  is  backed  by  HoneyweU's' 
worldwide  support:  systems  analysts,  instructors 
and  a  field  maintenance  force  of  over  3, 500 
in  the  United  States  alone. 


Honeywell 


Call  our  nearest  regional  office:  in  Bedford,  (617)  27 1-4007; 
in  Los  Angeles,  (213)  451-8781;  in  Chicago,  (312)  343-6618;  in  Clifton,  N  J., 
(201)  546-91 11;  in  Dallas,  (2 14)  233-6607;  and  in  Montreal  (5 14)  341-541 1. 


9  BASF  The  Original. 

Computer  T2^)es  Disk  Packs  Flexydisks  Word  Processing  Supplies 


Burroughs  Unwraps  Two  B80  Models 


»,7.  ~  line/min  printer  and  up  to  two 

communications  channels 

Z  *"*  Burroughs  said.  jk 

,  f  ®  increased  the  Mass  storage  for  the  unit  can  be  r~  Jt 
double-sided  floppy 

the  Ime  s  original  model.  disk  subsystem,  which  can  ha^ 

1  ne  tvw  models  announced  die  up  to  4M  bytes;  a  removable 
Tf  subsystem  with  a 

Anri^  m^odel,  introduce  18.4M-byte  capacity;  or  a  fixed- 

RAO  In  '  subsystem  holding  up  to  — 

j  Bytes.  ^ 

mti  7  xnv®  T'^  ®®°-®°  ®  version  ® 

minimum  of  60K  of  memory,  a  of  the  B80  that  can  accommodate 

be  expanded  from  the  basic  60K  O  than  the  B80-20.  Users  can 
U  ^®'^'By‘®  increments,  store  up  to  6M  bytes  of  data  on 

TU,  Ran  ,n  ■  .  „  ,  ‘B®  S“P®f  minidisk,  27.6M  bytes  -  » 

flln  c  °“u *"  cartridge  subsystems  and  ^ 

floor  space  than  the  original  B80.  37.6M  bytes  of  fixed  disk.  Burroughs 

k.",'/A‘'"i.““7’'  ^‘8ht  I/O  channels  are  standard  models  as 

modate  up  to  eight  I/O  channels;  on  the  B80-60,  but  these  are  ex¬ 
users  can  choose  either  a  60-or  pandable  to  11  channels.  Up  to  four  data  . 


DG  Adds  Interfaces, 
Software  to  Micronova 

WESTBORO,  Mass.  -  Data  devices  can  interface  to  the 
General  Corp.  has  announced  Micronova  using  a  direct 
several  enhancements  for  its  -nemory  access  technique  con- 
Micronova  systems.  trolled  by  the  4229  High-Speed 

Among  the  enhancements  are  1/  Data  Channel  Interface.  DG 
O  interfaces  and  software  up-  said.  This  device,  priced  at  $700 
grades  designed  to  make  the  sys-  disables  the  Micronova  clocks, 
tern  simpler  to  use  in  process  disconnects  control  and  data 
control,  commercial,  instrumen-  signals  form  the  memory  bus  and 
tation  and  communications  ap-  then  handles  all  data  tranifer 
plications,  according  to  the  firm,  control  and  memory  refresh  a 

To  make  the  system  suitable  to  spokesman  said.  Typical 
process  control  and  instrumenta-  throughput  is  830K  word/sec, 
tion  applications,  DG  introduced  DG  said, 
digital  I/O,  digital-to-analog  n  j  .  , 

and  analog-to-digifal  interface  Reader  Interface 


Burroughs'  880-20  system  occupies  less  floor  space  than  earlier 
models  as  a  result  of  using  4K  chips,  according  to  the  firm. 

four  data  communications  chan-  with  60M  bytes  costs  about 
nels.  can  be  added  to  this  model,  $22,000. 

the  company  said.  The  B80-60  with  37.6M  bytes 

A  basic  B80-20  with  60K  bytes  of  fixed  disk  and  two  TD  830 
of  memory,  a  60  char./sec  print-  workstations  costs  $59,400;  it  ‘ 
er,  2M  bytes  of  floppy  disk,  a  leases  for  $l,650/mo  on  a  one 
CRT  and  keyboard  costs  $18,510  year-lease.  Burroughs  said  from 
and  leases  for  $617/mo.  its  headquarters  in  Detroit 

A  similarly  configured  B80-30  Mich.  48232. 


Mini  Speeds  Analyses 
Of  Agricultural  Data 


By  Ann  Dooley 
CW  Staff 

BELLE  GLADE,  Fla. 


iophisticated  jobs,  but  that's  not 
ts  purpose,  he  said. 

The  system  .was  originally 


inicomputer  at  the  University  purchased  for  statistical  analysis 
Agricultural  Re-  of  research  data  collected  by 


boards. 

For  more  complex  operations, 
the  firm  introduced  a  DG/DAC 


A  paper-tape  reader  interface, 
introduced  with  this  announce¬ 
ment,  controls  DG  6013  400 


Micronova  I/O  bus  to  the  firm's'  readers.  A 
DG/DAC  Sensor  I/O  subsystem  time  clock 
chassis  which  interfaces  the  sys-  An  altern. 
tern  to  sensors  or  associated  elec-  terface  al 
trie  circuits.  The  DG/DAC  costs  either  the  i 
$2,200.  Micronovi 

The  Model  4222  digital  I/O  in-  generation 
terface  occupies  a  single  Micro-  The  pape 


the  char./sec  8-channel  paper  tape 


idets.  A  Nova  compatible  real-  G.J.  Gascho. 
le  clock  resides  on  the  board.  But  others 
1  alternative  model  of  this  in-  not  alWavs 


rd/sec,  of  Florida's-  Agricultural  Re-  of 
search  and  Education  Center  is  abo 
saving  time  and  money  for'plant  anii 
and  animal  researchers  here.  Gas 

erface.  The  Wang  2200  system  has  Ni 

junce-  helped  free  scientists  to  perform  witl 
3  400  critical  agricultural  research,  ac-  put 
r  tape  cording  to  associate  professor  thei 


about  20  engineers  and  piant.and 
^imal  scientists,  according  to 

Now,  in  addition,  "scientists 
with  little  or  no  training  in  com¬ 
puter  programming  can  develop 
their  own  specific  programs  with 
the  help  of  the  few  who  have 


rcuits.  The  DG/DAC  costs  either  the  interface's  clock  or  the  1 
Micronova's  clock  during  system  en 
Model  4222  digital  I/O  in-  generation,  the  firm  said.  by 

s  occupies  a  single  Micro-  The  paper-tape  reader  interface  ab 
board  and  plugs  directly  alone  costs  $400;  the  clock  costs  Ri, 

ie  system's  chassis  to  pro-  $350  and  together  on  the  board  at 

vide  sfand-alone  data  acquisition  they  cost  $700.  / 

capability;  the  firm  said.  It  costs  Another  interface  allows  the  thi 

system  to  be  linked  to  DG  line  Ga 


:1  of  this  m-  not  always  agreed  wholeheart-  ming,  "  he  said 

cloH^or  the  ®^‘y ‘^“h  Gascho.  The  center's  system  is  three 

irmg  system  ^^e  system  is  not  sophisticated  years  old  and  includes  a  single 


enough  and  the  problems  caused  cassette  tape  drive,  a  matfii 
by  that  are  almost  "insurmount-  printer.  12K  memory,  a  key 
able,  according  to  Chris  board,  a  Wang  2200B  am 
Richardson,  former  programmer  Teletype  communication  to  ar 
at  the  center  ,  ,  .  Amdahl  system  at  the  Southeas 

Although  Richardson  believed  Regional  Data  Processing  Centei 


(Continued  on  Page  57) 


the  center  needed  a  new  system,  in  Gainesville 
Gascho  said  the  system  is  per-  In  addition 
fectly  adequate  for  the  center's  analysis,  the  < 
work.  It  can't  handle  extremely  (Continu 


When  we  installed  our  first 
ndnkomimter  disk  system, 
we  talked  a  lot  about 
REUABlLlTy. 


4000  systems  later, 
our  customers 
tell  the  story. 


inalysis,  the  center  also  uses  t 
(Continued  on  Page  57) 


System  Industries 


FOR 

SMALL  “ 
BUSINESS  SYSTEMS 
Single-seat  system  with 
mini-floppy  and  remote 
printer  programs  for  ail 


FOR 

SYSTEMS  '  , 

I/O  AND  DATA  ENTRY 
Partially  dedicated,  fuliy- 
inter-active  Epic  68  provii 
optional,  alterable  progra 


FOR  PASSIVE 

:  information  MONITORS 


iffliKNAIIONAl 
SAOrWAl-  INC  I  , 


The  distributed  display 
system  so  flexible, 
so  capable,  it’s  all 
you’ll  ever  need. 


You  can  never  have  less  than  a  terminal  or  more  than 
a  computer. 

Epic  68  is  both. 

Upgradeable,  expandable,  it  grows  as  you  grow 
changes  as  you  change.  Easily.  Quickly.  Affordably  A 
whole  new  concept  in  front-end  processors.  The  terminal 
to  end  all  terminals.  The  Last  Terminal. 
u  j  unsophisticated  form,  without  a  key¬ 

board,  Epic  68  IS  a  smart  “dumb”  terminal.  A  passive 
information  monitor  with  M6800  MPU  processor  control 
u"' jfj..  process  modules.  All  processing  is 

handled  by  the  basic  system  so  you  don’t  always  need  a 
Sc  6Tdoes"it.°'  housekeeping. 

By  adding  a  request  panel  or  any  of  6  opHonal  key¬ 
boards  or  their  variations  you  can  structure  an  interactive 
information  monitor  allowing  data  input  or  inquiry.  Epic 
68  processes  the  request,  supplies  the  necessary  format¬ 
ing  and  only  then  calls  on  the  CPU  for  the  data. 

By  adding  separate,  off-the-shelf  Micromodules or 
your,  own  optional  modules  personalized  specifically  for 
the  application,  you  can  build  your  own  Epic  68  all  the 
way  up  to  a  stand-alone  computer  system.  With  all  the 
basic  executive  RAM/ROM  processing  and  I/O  data 
control  architecture  a  CPU  has.  Even  without  a  keyboard 
inQ/on°o“  current  loop,  RS232  or 

10y202  compatible  MODEMS.  You  can  add  a  printer 
and  a  floppy  disc.  Extended  motherboards  and  security 
modules  Extended  communications  and  display  features 
Even  different  interconnect  cables. 

brought  the  full  power  of 
MbSUU  microprocessing  to  distributive  processing. 

Epic  68.  A  terminal.  A  computer. 

A  whole  gfeater  than  the  sum  of  its  parts.  It’s  here 
(602)?44T8?5'"^°"”“*‘°"’ 


motorola 

Microsystems 


Send  me  data  on  Epic  68. 
Name _ 


(Send  coupon  to  Motorola  Microsystems, 
3102  N.  56th  St.,  Phoenix,  AZ  85018) 


THE  LUST 
TBBIHIHHL 
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Printer  for  S/3 

STAMFORD,  Conn.  —  Digital 
Associates  Corp.  (DAC)  is  offering 
a  750  line/min  printer  for  the  IBM 
System  3. 

The  heavy-duty  132-column  line 
printer,  which  uses  the  Chaintrain 
printing  technique,  includes  as 
standard  a  sound-deadening  cab¬ 
inet,  static  eliminator,  paper  puller, 
single-line  memory  buffer  and  Ebc- 
dic  48-character  lower  case  set  and 
coding,  DAC  said. 

The  DAC/3-7S0  operates  under 
the  standard  system/3  supervisor 
and  normal  I/O'support  routines,  a 
spokesman  said. 

Tagged  at  $15,854,  the  printer  is 
available  from  DAC  at  1039  E. 
Main  St.,  Stamford,  Conn.  06902. 


Turnkey  Works  for  Insurance  Agents 


EVERETT,  Mass.  —  Minicomputer 
Systems  Technology,  Inc.'s  (MST) 
Abacus  system  is  an  in-house  mini¬ 
computer  system  for  insurance  agents 
and  brokers. 

The  system  allows  the  cost-effective 
management  of  an  agency  and  also 
provides  sales  information  to  help 
market  agency  products,  the  vendor 

The  system  contains  several  indepen¬ 
dent  modules  including  premium  bill¬ 
ing  and  policy  maintenance;  accounts 
receivable;  company  acco.unting  and 
reconciliation;  broker  and  producer 
accounting;  accounts  payable;  general 
ledger;  and  management  reports. 

Self-lnstruct  Manner 


instruct  manner  that  allows  the  non¬ 
technical  user  to  pick  the  job  or  func¬ 
tion  to  be  done  from  lists  displayed  on 
the  CRT  screen,  MST  said. 

This  conversational  operating  mode 
allows  the  system  to  be  run  in  a  pro¬ 
grammerless  environment,  a  spokes¬ 
man  added. 

Provides  Billing 

Since  the  disk  files  in  the  system  hold 
a  data  base  of  customer  and  policy  in¬ 
formation  for  a  12-month  period. 
Abacus  provides  billing,  renewals  and 
expirations  based  on  historical  policy 
data. 

Abacus  is  installed  as  a  turnkey  sys¬ 
tem  with  32K  bytes  of  memory  and 
one  to  32  CRT  screens'.  Disk  size 
ranges  from  500K  bytes  to  88M  bytes. 
The  system  will  support  one  or  more 


Dealei^  Choice! 


jp 


Business  Systems 


^  DtanjCKL  CE>i\/PLjrE/=i  COniTFHM-S  JfVC 
A  Subsidiary  of  Data  General  Corporation 

12  Industrial  Road.  Fairfield.  New  Jersey  07006  -  Phone:  (201)  575-9100/TWX  710  734  4310 


printers. 

A  single-user  system  costs  $27,900  or 
leases  for  $625/mo. 

MST  is  at  137  Ferry  St.,  Everett, 
Mass.  02149. 

Add-On  Offered 
For  DG  Memory 

SANTA  ANA,  Calif.  -  Standard 
Memories/Trendata  has  introduced  ah' 
add-on  core  memory  designed  for  the 
Data  General  Corp.  Nova  3/4  and 
3/12  minicomputers. 

The  Pincomm  N3  is  a  plug-in  main¬ 
frame  memory  system  with  storage 
capacity  of  16K  words  by  16  bits.  Up 
to  eight  of  the  Pincomm  N3  modules 
can  be  configured  to  give  the  Nova 
3/12  a  maximum  capacity  of  128K 
words,  the  vendor  said. 

Memory  access,  and  full  cycle  times 
are  350  nsec  and  1  microsec  maximum, 
a  spokesman  said.  Pincomm  N3  has 
three  operating  modes;  read/restore; 
clear/write;  and  read/modify/write. 

The  memory  has  been  field-tested 
and  "proven  to  meet  or  exceed  the 
operating  parameters  required  when 
inserted  in  any  memory  allocated  con¬ 
nector  position  in  all  CPU  models," 
the  vendor  claimed. 

The  Pincomm  N3  costs  $1,808. 

Standard  Memories/Trendata  is  at 
3400  W.  Segerstrom  Ave.,  Santa  Ana, 
Calif.,  92404. 

Lexidata  Adds 
Soft  Mini  Plotter 

BURLINGTON,  Mass.-  A  full  re¬ 
fresh,  raster  scan  video  soft  plotter 
that  reportedly  fits  any  minicomputer 
and  runs  on  standard  hard-copy  plot¬ 
ter  software  is  available  from  Lexidata 
Corp.  here. 

The  Lexidata  Universal  Soft  Plotter  is 
self-contained  on  a  single  printed  cir¬ 
cuit  board  and  can  be  connected  to  any 
minicomputer  via  that  system's  stan¬ 
dard  hard-copy  plotter  interface,  a 
spokesman  said.  Any  standard  hard¬ 
copy  plotter  applications  and  driver 
sohware  will  run  the  soft  plotter  at 
speeds'in  excess  of  6,000  point/sec. 

This  speed  makes  the  Universal  Soft 
Plotter  suitable  for  previewing  slow, 
complicated  plots,  or  for  running 
many  different  plots,  the  company 
added. 

For  resolution  of  256  by  256,  the  unit 
costs  $1,900;  for  resolution  of  512  by 
512  it  costs  $2,900.  A  black-and-white 
viewing  monitor  costs  an  additional 
$250.  Lexidata  Corp.  is  at  215 
Middlesex  Tnpke.,  Burlington,  Mass. 
01803. 

Printcraft  Guide  Lists 
Compatible  Media 

NEW  YORK  —  Printcraft  Systems, 
Inc.  has  published  a  four-page  cross- 
referenced  guide  of  compatible 
magnetic  media  supplies  used  with 
minicomputers  and  word  processing 
systems. 

The  reference  lists  compatible  disk¬ 
ettes,  cassettes,  magnetic  cards  and 
tapes,  data  cartridges  and  disk  packs 
for  any  system  manufactured,  a 
spokesman  said. 

Printcraft  is  at  11-17  Beach  St.  N.Y., 
N.Y.  10013. 
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For  Daily  Doughnut  Deliveries 

Baker's  System  Freshens  Billings  Distribution 


TAMPA,  Fla.  -  A  small  dough  product  on  a  daily  basis  didn't  know  if  they  were  gross,  he  explained, 
business  system  at  a  Krispy  makes  us  unique.  If  it  isn't  traveling  15  miles  to  sell  a  Although  the  company 

Kreme  Doughnut  Co.  fran-  sold,  pur  delivery  man  picks  it  dozen  doughnuts.  . . . 

chise  here  has  helped  the  firm  up  and  replaces  it  with  a  fresh 
take  a  fresh  approach  to  its  product", 
routing,  distribution  and  bill-  The  system  has  made  a 
ing  applications.  significant  difference  to  the' 


tional  applications  later. 

.  ,  Before  choosing  the  system, 

of  the  "full  shelves"  the  doughnut  nnakers  looked 
"Now  we  know  every  cus-  technique,  before  installing  at  several  manufacturers' 
tomer  and  where^  every  the  system  it  had  no  way  of  minis  including  Digital  Equip- 
doughnut  goes.  And  we  know  determining  how  many  ment  Corp.,  NCR,  Honeywell 
how  many  returns  we  get,"  he  doughnuts  to  place  in  a  par-  Information  Systems,  Qantel 

Corp.  and  IBM. 

profitable  and  sell  minimum  of  returns,  he  noted.  Tailored  Program 

those  who  were  sell-  A  weekly  printout  now  Bob's  father  commented  on 
every  day  helped  jus-  itemizes  the  sales  of  each  route  the  ability  of  the  representa- 
tify  the  use  of  the  system,"  salesman,  detailing  the  store  tive  to  tailor  a  program  to  their 

''  '  and  the  amount  returned.  needs.  "Anyone  who  buys  a 

Ck- It  McCoy  had  had  exposure  to  new  computer  accepts  that 

tull-bhelt  btategy  pp  techniques  in  college.  He  there  will  be  problems.  The 

Marketing  information  also  suggested  to  his  father,  B.L.  representative  lived  up  to 
indicated  that  full  shelves  sell  McCoy  Jr.,  president  of  the  every  commitment  aitd 

more  doughnuts,  because  no  company  that  computer  pro-  seemed  as  interested  in  our 

one  likes  to  take  the  last  pack-  gramming  and  techniques  business  as  we  were." 

unprofessional  age  for  fear  they  are  stale,  might  increase  billing  capabil-  The  younger  McCoy  com- 

■  “  came  to  Therefore,  a  certain  amount  of  ity  and  provide  feedback  mented.  "Sure  at  first  we  had 

■;  r . returns  are  built  into  delivery  while  giving  a  marketing  some  software  problems.  But  I 

tresh  vided  trucks  and  gas  but  to  increiise  total  marketirvg  forecast  —  all  impractical  un-  could  see  the  distributor  on 

der  the  hand-tabulated  em-  Sunday  night  at  3  a.m.,  if  I 

ployee  acounting  system.  needed  to,  in  those  first  days. 


The  company,  a  wholesale/-  business,  he  said.  "Everything  said.  "Ha'ving  the  knowledge  ticufar  selling  situation  for 
retail  producer  of  doughnuts  about  our  business  changed"  to  eliminate  the  accounts  that  maxiumum  advantage  with 

with  its  wholesale  operations  after  the  firm  switched  from  a  .  .  .  ..  - /• -  l 

representing  70%  of  the  busi-  manual  system  to  a  computer- 
ness,  sells  to  thousands  of  cus-  controlled  environment, 
tomers  ranging  from  large  .  "The  route  salesmen  needed 
supermarket  chains  to  small  the  most  adjustment.  They  McCoy  added' 

"ntom  and  pop"  stores.  were  each  doing  their  own 

Since  the  firm  offers  a  thing,  por  example,  they  knew 
"guaranteed  .  sale,  "  careful  what  was  sold  and  to  whom, 
control  of  distribution  is  im-  We  didn't.  We  didn't  even 
portant;  any  unsold  day-old  know  how  many  accounts  we 
doughnut  is  returned  for  full  had!  Cash  accounts  were 
credit,  according  to  Robert  L.  handled  in  an  i 
McCoy,  executive  vice-pre-  manner  when 
sident  of  the  franchise,  dpcumentatiort.  Also,  we  pro- 
"Wholesaling  ^  • 


DG  Eclipse 
Unlimited  Memory? 

Not  exactly,  but  the  M-5  Virtual  Memory  System  provides 
an  effective  program  execution  space  of  more  than 
2  M^abytes  for  the  FORTRAN  5  user.  M-5  runs  on  your 
existing  DG  hardware  and  requires  no  special 
programming.  Eliminate  your  64  KB  constraints  instantly. 
Contact  David  N.  Langley 


FINNING 

FINNING  COMPUTER  SERVICES  LTD. 

55S  Great  Northern  Way,  Vancouver,  B.C.,  VST  IK,  (604)  S7Z-7474 


At  first  I  thought  the  Its  cooperation  was  outstand- 
computer's  advantages  were  a  ing." 
little  fanciful,  but  I  was  will-  tl  r.  t- 

ing  to  let  the  computer  people  ,T‘’' 

and  Bob  show  me  if  it  Uuld  •"  ““ounts 

‘’Th^S'  S  orjte'pro- 

somewhat  disturbing.  After  ‘"8 
they  had  defined  their  prob- 

lems,  the  irtiHal  reaction  o^f  the  rl 

representative  was  to  offer  a  f  plarrts.  The  sys- 

unit  that  solved  the  immediate  pnnts 

problem,  then  sell  additional  fof  every  account  on 

services  that  would  require  a  The  invoice  goes 

move  to  a  larger  system.  This . 
usually  resulted  in  a  final  pi 


posal  that  "blew 
A  Cincinnati  Milacron  dis¬ 
tributer  contacted  the  firm  and 
proposed  a  system  based  on  a 
CIP  2200.  "The  system  was 
capable  of  solving  the  com¬ 
pany's  immediate  problems, 
as  well  as  coping  with  addi- 


i403n:;^@  at20%  of  cost/ 


IDEAL  FOR 

I  LARGE  SCALE  LABELING  & 
DIRECT  MAIL  OPERATIONS 

ir  high  volume  printing 

OF  STOCK  ACCOUNTING  & 
INVENTORY  REPORTS 

ONLY  $9500 


A  COMPLETE  FACTORY.REFURBISHED 
DATAPRODUCTS  4000  OFF-LINE 
PRINTER  SYSTEM. 


VERTICAUV 

SOBBUS  MAINTENANCE 

READY  TO  SHIP 


PAYS  FOR  ITSELF  IN  JUST  A  FEW  MONTHS./ 


AMERICAN  USED  COMPUTER  •  617-261-1100 

P  O  BQX  68,  KENMORE  STATION,  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSEHS  02215 


with,  the  doughnuts,  „ 
signed,  returned,  and  fed  back 
-into  the  computer  to  update 
accounts  receivable  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  sales  analysis,"  the 
younger-  McCoy  explained. 
Billing  used  to  be  a  night¬ 
mare  before  the  system  was 
implemented.  Variables  in¬ 
cluded  weekly,  biweekly, 
monthly  and  special  arrange¬ 
ment  accounts  (cash  cus¬ 
tomers  and  charge  customers)- 
"With  the  volume  of  accounts 
and  the  variety  of  account 
procedures  it  became  quite  a 
chore,  almost  impossible,"  he 
said. 

Salesmen  Handle  Receivables 
Also,  the  route  salesmen 
were  responsible  for  cash 
sales.  The  system  made  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  salesmen/route 
delivery  men  to  handle  re¬ 
ceivables.  Now  management 
receives  cash  invoices  and  gets 
a  sales  analysis  on  short 

Sales  information  fed  into 
the  system  gives  a  breakdown 
on  what  each  particular  store 
is  selling.  This  allows  the  Mc¬ 
Coys  to  "forecast  in  regard  to 
product  and  what  kind  of  re¬ 
turns  we'll  be  getting.  The 
computer  has  enabled  us  to  in¬ 
crease  the  capacity  to  handle 
invoices  (about  1,000  per 
day).  Quite  frequently,  it  was 
difficult  to  get  our  statements 
out  on  time  and  we  needed  ex¬ 
tra  manpower.  On  many  occa- 


MDS  Series  21.  Engineered 
to  make  your  operators  more 
productive  in  25  different  ways. 


S£R/ES  21:  INCREASED  OPERATOR  PRODUCTIVITC 

FOK  DISTKlSureP  PROCHS/Nti 


Mohawk  Data  Sciences  learned  a  lot  about 
data  entry  productivity  over  the  past  1 3  years 
while  meeting  the  high-volume  needs  of  more 
than  6,500  customers  worldwide.'ln  the 
engineering  of  Series  ZF”  we  put  those 
lessons  to  work  on  behalf  of  users  requiring 
reliable  source  data  entry  tools  for 
low-to-moderate  volume  applications. 

We  learned,  for  example,  that  a  large  display 
screen  makes  an  operator  station  easy  to  use. 
A 1 5-inch,  non-glare  CRT  is  standard  on  all 
Series  2 1  systems.  We  learned  that  some 


record  formats  fit  well  on  a  480-character 
screen  while  others  require  1 920-character 
capacities.  Series  2 1  offers  both,  under 
program  control,  and  displays  7x9  dot  matrix 
characters  in  green  against  a  green 
background — a  combination  we’ve  learned 
is  easy  on  the  eyes. 

Or  consider  the  Series  2 1  keyboard.  We  offer  a 
choice  of  data  entry  ortypewriter  style  layouts, 
either  of  which  can  be  moved  to  suit  the 
preference  of  each  individual  operator; 
Features  like  programmable  function  keys,  full 
keyboard  cursor  movement,  moveable 
keyboard  and  “M"  key  rollover— to  enable 
operators  to  key  at  maximum  speed — are 
only  some  of  the  25  different  features 
engineered  into  Series  21  to  make  your 
operators  and  your  system  more  productive. 
Engineering  for  data  entry  productivity  is  only 
one  reason  why  Series  2 1  provides  your  best 
growth  path  into  distributed  processing. 
Others  are  its  two-level  software,  its  peripherals 
flexibility,  its  communications  capabilities  and 
its  low  system  prices.  Consider  your 
distributed  application,  then  consider  Series 
21  from  MDS™. 


MDS  is  now  conducting  seminars  on 
distributed  data  processing  in  major  cities 
throughout  the  country.  For  an  invitation  to  a 
seminar  and  a  demonstration  of  Series  2 1 ,  call 
our  headquarters,  1599  Littleton  Road, 
Parsippany,  NJ.  07054,  (201  )540-9080,  and 
ask  for  James  J.  Byrne,  VP,  Cl.  S.  Sales. 


Mohawk  Data  Sciences  cw  12127 

1599  Littleton  Road 
Parsippany,  Mew  Jersey  07054' 
(201)540-9080 

Please  send  further  information  on 
Series  21 . 

Have  a  salesperson  call. 

Send  a  schedule  for  the  next  free  DDP 
seminar  in  my  locale. 

My  application  is 

Title 

Company 

i  City  State 

i  Zip  Code  Phone 

™Trad«nafk»of  Mohawk  Data  Sciences  Corp. 


Mohamit  Data  Sciences 
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Chister  your  entries  SO 


modifymg  the  illustrations  at 
a  reasonable  price,  Vance  Said. 


f'endor  Network,  developed 
trhat  has  evolved  into  Lifeline. 


such  as  policy  values, 
prospect,  dividend  ant 


can  now  produce  within 
minutes  any  illustration 
necessary  for  an  effective  sales 
call,  he  said. 


schedules,  flip-flop  proposals 
and  schedules  for  flexible  de- . 
posit  and  split-dollar  policies. 

The  system  also  auto¬ 
matically  compares  various 
policies,  including  those  of 
competitive  carriers,  in  terms 
of  value,  premium  outlay  and 


The  capability  of  producing 
imitless  illustrations  without 
1  charge  for  each  one  has  en- 
rouraged  Vance's  agents  to 
prepare  a  variety  of  proposals 
o  find  the  best  alternative  fo'r 


Besides  60%  Sales  Boost 

Mini  Gives  Insurance  Agents  More  Confidence 


By  a  CW  Staff  Writer 
LOS  ANGELES  -  Faced 
with  only  moderate  sales  and 
an  inexperienced  staff,  an  in¬ 
surance  agency  here  managed 
to  boost  sales  60%  in  five  years 
from  $11  million  to  $17  mil¬ 
lion  with  help  from  a 
minicomputer  system. 

When  Charles  Vance  became 
head  of  one  of  Pacific 
Mutual's  Los  Angeles  agen¬ 
cies,  seven  of  his  top  agents 
were  plarjnicig  to  retire  or 
leave  the  company.  New 
agents  would  need  extensive 
training  as  well  as  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  before  they  could 
produce  at  top  level. 

In  order  to  keep  sales  from 
dropping  any  lower,  Vance 
began  a  study  to  determine 
how  to  maintain  and  increase 
the  agency's  sales.  He  found 
his  answer,  he  said,  with  a 
Wang  Laboratories,  Inc. 
WCS-20  system  and  Wang's 
Lifeline  software,  which  is 
used  as  an  in-house  policy  il¬ 
lustration  and  letter-writing 

Quick  Illustrations 


The  system  has  given  new  can  do  what  it  would  take  a  according  to  Vance.  selected  information  into  a 

agents  confidence  in  dealing  person  five  or  10  days  to  do  The  interactive  Lifeline  cou-  prewritten  letter, 

in  a  sophisticated  marketplace  with  a  calculator  and  a  pen-  pies  an  automatic  user-  The  Pacific  Mutual  agency 
and  has  provided  the  more  ex-  cil,"  he  added.  maintained  client  file  with  uses  Lifeline  on  Wang's 

perienced  agents  with  in-  In  addition  to  the  illustra-  custom-designed  letters  .  and  Model  2281 W  daisy  wheel 

creased  time  to  devote  to  sell-  tions,  the  system  features  a  memos,  stored  on  floppy  disk-  high-speed  printer.  Vance 

ing  instead  of  working  out  the  letter-writing,  editing  and.  ettes,  to  deliver  personalized  originally  installed  a  cassette- 

complicated  proposals,  Vance  mailing  list  managenient  pro-  mailings,  Vance  said.  based  Wang  system,  but  later 

said.  gram  that  is  used  to  generate  Lifeline  extracts  names  from  upgraded  to  a  WCS-20-  with 

I  »  vu  D  leads.  Stimulate  sales  the  file  based  on  any  16K  CPU  and  Model  2270-2 

Letter-Writing  Program  current  pdicyholders  parameters  the  user  selects  floppy  diskette  for  faster  re- 

"In  five  or  10  minutes,  we  and  even  recruit  new  agents,  then  automatically  inserts  the  sponse  time. 


Mini  Helps  Researchers  Sort  Agricultural  Data 


(Continued  from  Page  49) 
computer  system  for  simulat¬ 
ing  and  calculating  celery 
growth  models. 

The  center  uses  Statistical 
Analysis  System  (SAS)  soft¬ 
ware  from  SAS  Institute,  Inc. 
for  sugar  cane  growth  and  nu¬ 
trient  analysis,  Gascho  said. 

Soil  Evaluation 


sugar  cane  growers  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area. 

Usit^  the  computer,  a 
technician  can  type  the 
grower,  lab,  field  identifica- 


abnormalities  in  the  soil  in  a 
much  shorter  length  of  time 
and  with  less  errors  than 
through  usirig  the  previous 
manual  method,  Gascho 


In  addition,  the  system  is 
used  for  making  yearly  fer¬ 
tilizer  recommendations  for 


directly  on  the  system 
keyboard.  The  data  can  then 
be  typed  and  appropriate 
copies  made  for  the  grower, 
the  extension  agent,  the'  fer¬ 
tilizer  dealer  and  for  the 
center's  file.  The  extension 
agent  can  then  check  for  any 


Payroll  for  the  center's  em¬ 
ployees  is  also  handled  on  the 
system,  he  added. 

Some  of  the  data  and  more 
cpmplicated  statistical  pro- 
cedures  require  more  memory' 
than  the  Wang  system  has. 
For  this  data,  the  system  can 


be  used  to  access  the  Gaines¬ 
ville  computer,  Gascho  said. 
"Prior  to  our  having  this 
capability,  one  to  six  months 
were  often  required  for  ob¬ 
taining  statistical  results.  With 
the  present  system,  these  re¬ 
sults  are  obtainable  in  one 
day,"  he  said. 

So  the  system  actually  pro¬ 
vides  in-house  processing 
with  extended  capabilities  ob¬ 
tained  through  time-sharing. 


Wang's  service  to  the  centei 
has  been  good,  especially  con¬ 
sidering  that  it  is  50  miles 
away  from  the  nearest  local 
service,  Gascho  said. 


The  system  was  purchased 
over  time  because  the  $20,000 
purchase  price  was  too  high 
for  any  one  year's  budget, 
Gascho  said.  The  first  upgrade 
included  CRT,  keyboard  and 
memory  enhancement.  '  A 


sveiYbody  ¥riiis.  Mainly  you. 

You  run  a  wholesale  business.  Two  locations,  3000  customers 


„  „,.u.caaic  uusiiicss.  iwo  locaitons,  csuup  customers 
and  growing.  But  rather  than  hire  more  order  clerks,  you  put  a  com¬ 
puter  m  your  main  office.  Trouble  is,  feeding  it  orders  keeps  your 
clerks  queued  up,  your  direct  Une  tied  up,  apd  your  computer  idling 
while  your  slowest  operator  taps  out  30  words  a  minute. 

We  have  k  solution:  A  system  that  features  our  newest  ■ 
Dataspeed®  40  terminals  clustered  on  a  common  controller  in  each 
of  your  two  locations.  Information  is  entered  on  a  ample  keyboard 
with  your  own  display  .forms  to  ■guide  the  operator,  then  held  until  all 
corrections  are  made  and  your  computer  is  ready  to  receive  it.  Saves 
tune;  Avoids  billing  and  shipping  errors.  Helps  reduce  iriventory 
Improves  your  cash  flow. 

Solving  problems  in  data  communications  is  an  all-out  com- 
mitrnent  of  the  Bell  System.  If  you  haven’t  talked  systems  with  your 
local  Bell  Account  Representative  lately,  you’re  missing  something 


high-speed  printer  ‘and  ter¬ 
minal  accessories  have  also 
been  purchased  over  the  least 
three  years,  he  said. 

Although  the  demands  put 
on  the  system  have  increased, 
Gascho  feels  it  is  better  to  up¬ 
grade  than  buy  a  completely 


DG  Updates 


Micronova 


- - -  /VUIC  SOF 

The  syrtem  bthesohition. 


(Continued  from  Page  49) 

A  paper-tape  software  pack¬ 
age  was  also  introduced.  The 
software  includes  an  editor, 
assembler,  debugger  '  and 
Basic,  each  designed  to  operate 
in  4K  of  memory,  the  com¬ 
pany  reported.  The  first-time 
license  fee  for  this  package  is 


$125. 

In  addition,  a  programmab 
read-only  memory  burm 
utility  program  was  at 
nounced.  This  free  packa{ 


operates  under  DOS  and 
RTOS.  DG  is  at-Rt.  9,  West- 
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Monitor  System  Keeps  Things  Rolling  at  Mill 


PROVO,  Utah  -  A  mini¬ 
computer-based  automatic 
maintenance  monitoring  sys¬ 
tem  is  helping  prevent  un¬ 
scheduled  downtime  and  re¬ 
duce  scrap  loses  at  a  Geneva 
Works  of  U.S.  Steel  mill  here. 

The  monitoring  system  is 
also  used  to  help  prevent 
breakdowns  in  the  water  recy¬ 
cling  system  and  to  distribute' 
the  plant's  natural  gas  alloca¬ 
tion  over  its  24-h6ur  period,  a 
spokesman  said. 


Geneva  Works  is  a  fully  in¬ 
tegrated  steel  mill  in  which 
iron  ore,  coal,  limestone  and 
scrap  are'  processed  through 

finished  and  finished  prod- 

Before  mini-based  monitor¬ 
ing,  rolling  mill  bearing  tem¬ 
peratures,  oil  flow  rates  and 
oil  pressures  were  checked 
visually  by  operators  in  the 
mill. 

The  method  was  costly  and  it 


was  not  foolproof  in  prevent¬ 
ing  unscheduled  maintenance. 
Operators  could  make  errors, 
and  the  more  points  any 
operator  watched,  the  less 
likely  he  was  to  catch  a  prob¬ 
lem  before  it  caused  an  un¬ 
scheduled  shutdown. 

More  than  four  years  ago,  it 
was  suggested  that  automated 
maintenance  monitoring  could 
save  the  plant  money  by  spot¬ 
ting  problems  before  they  de¬ 
veloped.  > 


If  the  system  could,  for  in¬ 
stance,  spot  a  temperature  ris¬ 
ing  in  a  bearing,  it  might  be 
possible  to  "coax"  the  bearing 
to  continue  working  until  a 
scheduled  maintenance  pe¬ 
riod.  Or  at  least  it  would  be 
possible  to  clear  the  mill  so 
that  the  product  in  process 
would  not  have  to  be 
scrapped. 

The  system  selected  was  the 
Hewlett-Packard  Co.  9600 
with  Real-Time  Executive  II 


Pric^/Perfiaimaiice 
no  one  else  has  put  togedier. 


operating  system  and  an  HP 
7901  disk  drive. 

The  system  takes  care  of  the 
real-time  task  of  maintenance, 
monitoring,  as  well  as  on-line 
program  development,  pro¬ 
gram  testing  and  editing,  disk 
storage  of  programs  and  data 
and  program  linking.  The 
program  language  adopted 

The  system  currently 
monitors  the  temperatures  of 
42  bearings  ranging  in 
diameter  from  4-  to  14  in.  in 
the  motor  room  of  the  slab 
rolling  mill.  It  also  monitors 
oil  flow  rates  and  oil  pressures 
■  to  those  bearings.  Most  of  the 
tasks  are  confined  to  a  motor 
room  300  feet  long  by  80  feet 

The  systetn  is  programmed 
to  scan  each  bearing  tempera¬ 
ture  once  every  minute.  If  a  ■ 
temperature  reaches  178°  F, 
the  mini  sounds  ah  audible 
alarm  in  the  Load  Dispatch 
Center  and  siihultaneously 
prints  the  number  of  the  pro¬ 
blem  bearing,  its  temperature 
and  the  time  of  scan  on  a  CRT 
terminal  in  the  center. 

The  load  dispatcher  then 
calls  a  maintenance  operator 
by  telephone  and  instructs 
him  on  what  action  to  take. 

The  load  dispatcher  can  rer 
quest  a  scan  of  the  bearing  as 
often  as  he  wishes  and  can  get 
a  hard-copy  printout  by  bear¬ 
ing,  number  and  time  from  the 
computer. 

August  Develops 
Data  Handler 
For  Desktop  CPU 

ORANGE,  Calif.  —  August 
Technology  Corp.  has  an  in¬ 
telligent  data  handling  and  re-, 
cording  device  designed  for 
use  with  Hewlett-Packard  Co., 
Wang  Laboratories,  Inc.  and 
IBM  desk  top  systems. 

The  7701  provides  multiple 
I/O  channels,  data  manipula¬ 
tion  capabilities  and  storage  of 
up  to  580K  bytes  per  cassette; 
it  includes  an  8080-type 
microcomputer  and  up  to  64K 
words  of  memory,  according 

The  unit  contains  up  to  10 
teletypewriter  current-loop, 
synchronous  or  asynchronous 
RS-232  ports  and  an  8-bit 
parallel  data  bus,  the  spokes- 

Data  can  be  recorded  and 
played  back  on  a  Philips- type 
cassette  through  any  port  on 
the  bus  at  the  same  or  dif¬ 
ferent  rates,  and  data  can  be 
transferred  among  ports  and 
the  bus  without  recording,  the 
company  claimed. 

The  basic  system  with  2K  of 
random-access  memory  and  a 
IK  buffer  costs  $3,250.  Prices 
range  to  $5,000  depending  on 
the  number  of  ports,  interface, 
amount  of  memory  and  op¬ 
tions,  the  spokesman  noted 
from  the  firm  at  2040  N.  Ma¬ 
plewood  St.,  Orange,  Calif. 
92665. 
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Has  Job  Many  Would  Envy 

DP  Manager  Amasses  Treasure  Trove 


By  Jeffry  Beeler 

CW  Staff 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Many  die-hard 
microcomputing  enthusiasts  would  prob¬ 
ably  like  to  trade  places  with  William  C. 
Hoffer.  Like  the  proverbial  child  turned 
loose  in  a  candy  store,  Hoffer,  who  serves  as 
DP  manager  for  one  of  the  organizations 'in 
a  large  aerospace  firm,  roams  the  hobby 
computer  market  almost  at  will  and  samples 
its  vast  and  varied  delights  at  every  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

If  a  particular  piece  of  hardware  strikes  his 
fancy,  as  often  happens,  he  nonchalantly 
buys  it  with  company  funds  and  takes  it 
back  to  his  home  or  office,  where  he  experi¬ 
ments  with  the  new  acquisition  at  his 
leisure. 

As  a  result  of  his  sampling  and  impulse 
buying,  Hoffer  has  amassed  a  small  fortune 
in  microcomputing  hardware.  His  collection 
at  work  alone  includes  a  48K-byte  Imsai 
8080  microprocessor  unit  (MPU)  with  an  8K 
programmable  read-only  memory,  an  Imsai 
FDC  2-2  dual  floppy  disk  unit,  a  Digital 
Equipment  Corp.  LA36  Deewriter  terminal 
and  a  small  trove  of  boards,  including  a 
Technical  Design  Labs  (TDL)  MPU  built 
around  a  Zilog  Z-80  microprocessor.  In¬ 
dustrial  Micro  Systems  and  TDL  memory 
boards,  D.C.  Hayes  103.  modem  boards, 
Compu/Time  date  and  time  boards,  Imsai  2- 
2  serial  input/output  boards,  and  TDL 
monitoring  boards. 

What's  more,  the  DP  manager  has  as¬ 
sembled  an  almost  identical  hardware  array 
at  his.  home. 

Evaluation  the  Impetus 


pany  "spends  many  times  that  amount  each 
month"  just  for  service  charges  and  other 
operating  expenses,  he  said. 

The  benefits  of  having  a  home  microcom¬ 
puter  system,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been 
more  difficult  to  identify.  Hoffer  admitted 
that  in  the  year  or  m  since  he  acquired  the 
personal  computer  system,  he  has  found 
"very  few"  applications  for  the  equipment. 

"J  have  aspirations  of  doing  all  those  won¬ 
derful  applications  that  magazine  articles 
say  you  can  do  with  a  microcomputer  sys¬ 
tem,"  he  confessed.  To  date,  however,  lack 
of  adequate  software  has  prevented  him 
from  achieving  most  of  his  applications 
goals  for  the  home  system,  he  noted. 

Both  the  home  and  office  systems  accom¬ 
modate  programs  written  in  Assembly 
language,  two  versions  of  Fortran  and  three 
versions  of  Basic.  Hoffer  uses  the  Assembly 
language  programs  to  drive  his  peripherals 
and  the  remaining  programs  for  all  other 
functions. 

The  office  system  runs  under  a  Digital  Re¬ 
search  Corp.  CP/M  operating  system;  the 
home  system,  under  a  TDL  Zapple  operat¬ 
ing  system. 

For  the  most  part,  Hoffer  is  satisfied  with 
the  performance  of  both  systems.  "On  a 
scale  of  one  to  10,  I'd  rate  the  systems  at 
least  a  nine,"  he  said. 

Although  hardware  documentation  has 


proven  poor,  software  documentation 
usually  has  been  good  and  at  times  "out¬ 
standing,"  he  stated. 

'The  only  serious  problem  Hoffer  encoun¬ 
tered  occurred  shoftly  after  he  installed  the 
systems,  when  he  "plugged  the  equipment 
in  arid  nothing  happened,"  he  recalled.  The 
office  system  took  about  six  weeks  to  "de¬ 
bug"  and  make  fully  operational  and  the 
home  system  took  about  a  week,  he  added. 

Professionalism  Still  to  Come 

Hoffer  attributed  his  early  problems  with 
the  two  systems  to  lack  of  adequate 
h'ardware  testing  by  hobby  system  retailers 
and  to  a  paucity  of  professionalism  in  the 
microcomputer  industry  as  a  whole.  "It  will 
be  another  couple  of  years  at  least  before  the 
industry  matures  to  the  point  where  it's 
fully  professional,"  he  believes. 

At  present,  he  said,  the  industry  is  popu¬ 
lated  largely  by  "entrepreneurs  who  know  a 
great  deal  about  hardware,  very  little  about 
software  and  almost  nothing  about  busi- 

To  achieve  the  professionalism  it  needs, 
the  microcomputer  industry  must,  among 
other  things,  adopt  strict  interfacing  and 
other  hardware  standards  similar  to  those 
that  have  prevailed  in  the  large  systems  sec¬ 
tor  of  the  computer  industry  for  years,  Hof¬ 
fer  advised. 


Micro  Becomes  Teaching  Tool 
In  Auditors'  Basic  DP  Course 


Hoffer's  yen  for  hardware  collecting, 
however,  .is  prompted  by  more  than  just  a 
"pack  rat"  instinct  or  the  hobbyist's  love  of 
tinkering.  His  main  reason  for  assembling 
such  a  large  assortment  of  microcomputer 
equipment  is  to  evaluate  each  new  hobby 
computer  offering  as  it  enters  the  market 
and  determine  to  what  extent  these  products 
could  blend  into  his  company's  existing 
engineering  environment. 

Hoffer's  firm,  which  designs  and  builds 
guided  missiles  for  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Defense,  currently  uses  an  "awe-striking" 
array  of  .computer  systems  for  its  engineer¬ 
ing  applications,  he  said.  These  systems  in¬ 
clude  an  Amdahl  Corp.  470,  "many"  IBM 
370/168S  and  Hewlett-Packard  Co.  3000s, 
Decsystem-lOs  ahd  a  variety  of  other  IBM 
mainframes. 

'The  company  also  farms  out  some  of  its 
design  work  to  various  service  bureaus,  he 
added. 

After  a,  year  of  experimenting  with  and 
evaluating  various  microcomputer  systems, 
Hoffer  has  concluded  that  some  of’  the 
equipment  he  has  collected  could  well  find  a 
place  in  his  company's  guided  missile  design 
ptojectis,  especially  in  routine  "number¬ 
crunching"  applications. 

In  fact,  he  will  eventually  submit  four  of 
his  microcomputer  systems  to  the 
company's  missile  designers  for  considera¬ 
tion  as  possible  engineering  tools.  Hoffer 
hopes  to  make  his  equipment  selections  by  ■ 
the  first  quarter  of  next  year. 

Potential  Cost  Savings 

The  chief  benefit  of  using  microcomputer 
systems  to  aid  design  work  lies  in  their 
potential  cost  savings,  the  DP  manager  ex¬ 
plained.  Hoffer  bought  his  office  system  a 
year  ago  for  only  about  $5,000  to  $6,000; 
the  equipment  costs  almost  nothing  to 
operate,  he  said. 

With  the  large  computer  systems  and  the 
service  bureaus,  in  contrast,  Hoffer's  com- 


'  By  Tim  Scannell 
CW  Staff 

CINCINNATI  —  A  supervisory  mathe¬ 
matician  here  supplements  a  training  pro¬ 
gram  in  basic  DP  for  auditors  with  an  Imsai 
8080  microcomputer,  which  he  uses  to  pro¬ 
vide  both  graphic  instruction  and  "hands- 
on"  experience. 

Arthur  Foreman,  an  employee  of  the  U.S. 
General  Accounting  Office  (GAO),  uses  the 
microcomputer,  assembled  from  a  kit,  to 
show  his  pupils  the  basic  simplicity  of  a 
computer's  operations,  he  said. 

The  MPU  that  is  currently  installed  uses 
machine  language  and  contains  4K  of  read¬ 
only  memory  (ROM). 

Foreman  decided  to  use  the  8080  for  his 
teaching  because  it  proved  to  be  more  practi¬ 
cal  than  using  a  large  mainframe  with  a  class 
that  knew  relatively  nothing  about  DP,  he 
said.  "  I  try  to  show  the  other  auditors  what  a 
computer  is,  what  it  does  ...  and  go  from 
there  so  that  they  understand  some  of  the 
basic  controls  involved."  Using  the  Imsai,  "1 
can  demonstrate  how  primitive  a  computer 
is,  which  is  something  you  can't  do  with  a 
large  system,"  he  explained. 

.Homework  First 

He  decided  upon  the  Imsai  8080  after  read¬ 
ing  about  the  various  models  and  system  in 
trade  magazines  and  newsletters  and  com¬ 
paring  their  specifications  with  his  needs. 
He  also  consulted  a  friend  who  had  an  Altair 
microcomputer,  which  he  had  assembled. 

After  comparing  the  Imsai  circuitry  with 
that  of  his  friend's  computer,  he  decided  to 
purchase  the  8080.  "I  got  the  circuit  dia¬ 
grams,  and  certain  things  just  didn't  look  as 
good  as  the  Imsai.  Imsai  [at  that  time]  was 
using  standard  chips  [Intel],  whereas  the 
first  Altairs  weren't,"  he  said. 

Foreman  purchased  the  Imsai  from  a  firm 
called  Cheap, -Inc.  "...  because  the  name 
sounded  great"  and  because  they  were  offer¬ 
ing  a  20%  discount. 


"Building  the  kit  was  more  or  less  like  do¬ 
ing  needlepoint,"  Foreman  explained. 
"There  was  the  mother  board  that  contained 
22,  slots  and  100  wires,  which  is  2,200 
soldering  connections.  So  you  don't  learn 
too  much  about  electronics  but  you  do  learn 
a  great  deal  about  soldering."  Total  time 
spent  assembling  the  kit  was  approximately 
eight  weekends,  he  added. 

The  only  problem  he  had  with  the  com¬ 
puter  was  the  discovery  of  a  bad  chip  when 
he  had  finished  the'  assembly.  Although  he 
could  pinpoint  where  it  was,  he  felt  he 
wasn't  technically  capable  of  debugging  the 
MPU,  so  he  had  to  send  the  unit  back  to  Im¬ 
sai  for  repairs. 

Month  to  Repair 

"It  struck  me  that  microcomputers  just 
weren't  for  the  commercial  world.  Even 
though  [Imsai]  was  nice  about  it,  it  look  a 
month  to  six  weeks  to  repair  the  unit.  That 
would  have  been  disastrous  if  I  were  really 
depending  on  it." 

Foreman  is  currently  experimenting  with 
building  an  interface  board  for  the 
microcomputer  and  hopes  to  connect  it  to  a 
series  of  lights,  bells  and  buzzers  to  further 
demonstrate  its  capabilities  to  his  students. 
He  also  eventually  hopes  to  purchase  a  used 
Teletype  or  CRT  monitor  to  further  supple¬ 
ment  the  Imsai  system. 

Although  Foreman  is  associated  with  the 
auditing  department  of  the  GAO,  he  doesn't 
use  the  microcomputer  in  any  of  his  audit¬ 
ing  duties.  The  department  uses  an  IBM 
360/168  in  all  of  its  auditing  functions,  he 
said. 

The  8080  is  used  for  approximately  two 
hours  a  week  in  the  training  classes  at  the 
GAO.  "It  is  my  hope  that  other  people  in 
the  office  have  been  given  some  sort  of  feel¬ 
ing  about  what  goes  on  in  a  computer. 
Rather  than  saving  time  [in  the  classroom], 
it  promotes  a  deeper  understanding  of  what, 
a  computer  does,"  Foreman  said. 
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GCCD  (CHARQE-COUPLED  DEVICE)  -  Image 
sensors  known  as  CCD  are  nickel-sized  or 
smaller  silicon  chips,  some  containing  over 
120,000  electronic  elements.  When  an  image  Is 
focused  on  the  CCD,  the  sensor’s  electronic 
elements  transform  the  picture  Into  Individual  electric 
charge  packets.  These  packets  are  then  read  out  very 
rapidly  by  charge  transfer  techniques.  The  resulting  Infor¬ 
mation  then  can  be  processed  and  displayed  as  a  TV  pic¬ 
ture.  In  the  CCD,  hqlf  the  electronic  elements  form  the  im¬ 
aging  array  and  the  other  half  are  for  storage  and  readout. 


CELL  —  1 .  The  storage  for  one  unit  of  Information,  usually 
one  character  or  one  word.  2.  A  location  specified  by 
whole  or  part  of  the  address  and  possessed  of  the  faculty 
of  store.  Specific  terms  such  as  column,  field,  location 
and  block  are  preferable  when  appropriate. 

CHANNEL  —  1.  That  portion  of  a  computer's  storage 
medium  which  is  also  accessible  to  a  given  reading  sta¬ 
tion.  2.  That  part  of  a  communication  system  that  con¬ 
nects  the  message  source  with  the  message  sink.  In  the 
information  theory  In  the  sense  of  shannon  the  channel 
can  be  characterized  by  the  set  of  condltloqal  prob¬ 


abilities  of  occurrence  of  all  the  messages  possible  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  message  sink  when  a  given  message  ema¬ 
nates  from  the  message  source.  3.  A  path  along  which 
signals  can  be  Sent,  e.g.,  a  data  channel,  output  channel. 
4.  The  portion  of  a  storage  medium  that  Is  accessible  to  a 
given  reading  or  writing  station,  e.g.,  track,  band.  5.  In 
communication,  a  moans  of  transmission.  Several  chan¬ 
nels  may  share  common  equipment.  For  example.  In  fre¬ 
quency  mulltplexing  carrier  systems,  each  channel  uses  a 
particular  frequency  band  that  Is  reserved  for  It. 

CHARACTER  —  One  of  a  set  of  elements  which  may  be 
arranged  in  ordered  groups  to  express  Information.  Each 
character  has  two  forms:  1.  a  man-intelllgible  form,  the 
graphic,  Including  the  decimal  digits  0-9,  and  letters  A-Z, 
punctuation  marks  and  other  formatting  and  control  sym¬ 
bols;  and  2.  Its  computer-intelligible  form,  the  code,  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  group  of. binary  bits. 

CENTRAL  PROCESSING  UNIT  (CPU)  —  1.  A  unit  of  a 
computer  that  includes  the  circuits  controlling  the  in¬ 
terpretation  and  execution  of  instructions.  Synonymous 
with  mainframe.  Abbreviated  CPU.  2.  The  central  proc¬ 
essor  of  a  computer  system  contains  main  storage, 
arithmetic  unit,  control  registers  and  scratchpad  memory. 
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Manufacturers'  Ideas  Guard  Against  Static 


Special  to  Computerworld 
Minicomputers,  microcomputers, 
hand-held  calculators  and  many  ter¬ 
minals  would  not  be  possible  without 
MOS  microcircuits.  These  bits  of 
silicon  perform  the  functions  of  entire 
assemblies,  but  cost  much  less.  Every 
technological  advancement,  however, 
has  a’  price  in  terms  of  requiring 
changes  in  procedures  and  equipment. 
The  price  for  obtaining  the  advantages 
of  microcircuits  is  that  they  are  sensi¬ 
tive  to  a  common  phenomenon  —  static 
electricity. 

Anyone  handling  an  MOS  device  or 
a  subassembly  containing  one  must 
learn  a  whole  new  set  of  rules. 

Static  electricity  can  be  generated  by 
many  sources  -  carpets,  clothing, 
motors  and  friction.  Static  electricity 
can  even  occur  when  any  two 
materials  make  contact. 

Some  combinations  of  .  materials 
generate  considerable  more  static  elec¬ 
tricity  than  others.  There  is  a  transfer 
of  electrons,  with  one  material  coming 
away  with  negative  charges  and  the 
other  with  positive  charges. 

Static  electricity  is  dissipated,  and  a- 
spark  can  even  occur  when  this 
phenomenon  (known  as  the  triboelec- 
tric  effect)  takes  place.' 

Therefore,  if  a  microcircuit  is  placed 
on  a  surface  of  another  material  —  a 
plastic  shipping  box,  for  example  —  it 
would  be  a  party  to  creating  its  own 
source  of  harmful  static  electricity. 

The  most  threatening  source  of  static 
electricity,  however,  is  any  person  who 
contacts  it.  An  electrostatic  charge  of 


less  than  100  volts  can  "blow  out"  the 
thin  layer  of  glass  that  insulates  the 
microcircuit  gate  from  the  substrate.  A 
human  body  can  generate  as  many  as 
50,000  volts. 

MOS  devices  manufacturers  through 
the  years  have  developed  techniques 
and  equipment  for  protecting  MOS 
devices  while  they  are  being  produced 
arid  shipped.  This  technology  is 
passed  along  to  companies  that  install 
the  microcircuit  devices  in  their  com¬ 
puter  products.  Printed  instructions 
accompany  the  microcircuit  shipment.. 

If  damage  persists,  a  quality  control 
engineer  may  visit  the  plant  to  recom¬ 
mend  changes  in  the  way  the  microcir¬ 
cuits  are  handled.  Unfortunately,  this 
data  is  not  passed  on  to  the  hobbyist 
who  is  assembliirg  his  own  computer 

While  microcircuit  manufacturers 
have  differing  procedures  for  protec¬ 
tion  against  electrostatic  damage  dur¬ 
ing  production,  they  generally  Tgree 
on  fundamental  techniques,  materials 
and  equipment  recommended  for 
anyone  who  later  must  handle  micro-' 
circuit  devices.  The  procedures  are 
easy  to  follow. 

Makers'  Recommendations 
Some  guidance  can  be  gained  by 
looking  at  a  basic  conductive  "work- 
station"that  contains  the  basic  items 
recommended  by  manufacturers '  for 
use  in  handling  microcircuits.  These 

*  A  conductive  plastic  wrist  strap 
having  a  Velcro  fastener  to  hold 


snugly  but  comfortably  around  the 
wrist  and  a  clip  on  the  other  end  to  at¬ 
tach  to  a  ground.  This  drains  static 
electricity  at  the  closest  point  to  the 
work  that  is  possible  without  inter¬ 
ference  with  finger  movement.. 

•  A  conductive  plastic  workbench 
cover  to  spread  out  before  putting  the 
microcircuit  product  down.  A 
microcircuit  should  never  be  placed  on 
a  nonconductive  surface. 

■  A  conductive  plastic  grounding 
strap  with  a  clip  on  both  ends.  In  use,' 
the  wrist  strap  usually  is  fastened  to 
the  conductive  workbench  cover 
which  is,  in  turn,  grounded  by  the 
grounding  strap.  No  microcircuit  de¬ 
vice  or  assembly  should  be  handled 
until  the  wrist  strap  is  attached  at  both 
ends. 

Eor  use  in  handling  small  assemblies, 
there  is  a  workstation  containing  a 
benchtop  cover  of  conductive  felt  ins¬ 
tead  of  plastic.  The  softer  material  pro¬ 
tects  polished  surfaces  from  damage 
and  can  be  folded  to  put  away  when 
not  in  use. 

Conductive  rubber  floor  mats  are 
common  in  microcircuit  plants,  but  are 
not  among  the  precautions  recom¬ 
mended  for  the  hobbyist  because  of 

In  certain  parts  of  the  country,  or  at 
certain  times  of  the  year,  added  pre¬ 
cautions  might  be  necessary  because 
.static  electricity  builds  to  higher  levels 
when  the  air  is  dry.  Other  devices  for 
preventing  the  user  from  "blowing 
out"  microcircuits  include  seat  covers, 
and  shoe'covers. 


Some  precautions  are  recommended 
by  microcircuit  manufacturers  even 
when  conductive  plastic  antistatic 
products  are  employed.  Those  that  ap¬ 
pear  most  often  on  manufacturers'  in¬ 
structions  to  users  are; 

•  Never  touch  the  pin  of  an  MOS  de¬ 
vice  or  the  "chip"  itself. 

•  Wear  a  cotton  smock  or  other  outer 
garment.  (Synthetic  materials  are  ex¬ 
cellent  producers  of  static  charge.) 

•  If  handling  a  newly  purchased 
microcircuit,  leave  the  device  in  the 
protective  container  until  it  is  ready  to 
be  installed.  Individual  microcircuits 
are  usually  shipped  in  a  padding  of 
conductive  foam  plastic.  The  pins  are 
inserted  into  the  foam  to  hold  the  de¬ 
vices  in  place  while  giving  maximum 
conductivity. 

•  Ground  tweezers  or  other  hand 
tools  that  come  into  contact  with  the 
device. 

•  Keep  candy  wrappers,  cigarettes  or 
other  foreign  objects  away  from  the 

•  No  power  should  be  applied  for 
testing  or  any  other  purpose  until  all 
leads  of  the  microcircuit  are  attached. 

•  Do  not  have  a  carpel  on  the  floor.  If 
it  cannot  be  removed,  cover  it  with  a 
conductive  material. 

The  MOS  failures  that  the  hobbyist 
should  be  most  concerned  about  are 
not  the  catastrophic  failures  that  occur 
during  handling,  but  the  permanent 
shifts  in  parameters  that  cause  failures 
long  after  assembly.  These  are  not 
easily  detected  during  assembly  and  go 
unnoticed. 
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370/148  ADD-ON  MEMORY 


We’ve  just  set  a  record  with  the  first 
installed  370/ 148  enhanced  add-on 
memory.  Our  new  370/148  plug- 
compatible  add-on  memory  with  the 
same  static  technology  as  IBM,  was 
recently  put  on-line  at  one  of  America’ 
fastest  growing  service  bureaus.  And 
it’s  operating  beautifully.  No  brag, 
just  fact.  EMM  continues  to  remain 
way  out  in  front  of  all  the  other 
independent  add-on  memory  houses, 
for  a  lot  of  very  practical  reasons. 
Including  more  years  of  know-how  in 
IBM-compatible,  static  RAM  tech¬ 
nology  than  any  of  the  other  inde¬ 
pendents.  And  vertically  integrated 
manufacturing  fricilities  that  make 
everything  from  the  plug-in  4K  chips 
to  the  easy-to-install  finished  products. 
And  an  exceptional  track 
record  with  370/158  and  168 
add-on  memory  packages. 

Fast  response  to  a  fast  changing 
market.  That’s  what  you  get 
from  the  company  that’s 
committed  to  setting  new 
add-on  memory  records.  Who 
knows?  Some  day  we  may  even] 
make  the  Guinness  Book  of 
world  records. 


COMMITTED  TO 
MEMORYAUTHEWAT 


I  COMPUTER  PRODUCTS 
A  Division  of  Eiectronic  Memories  &  Magnetics  Corporation. 

2311  West  El  Segundo  Blvd.,  Hawthorne,  CA  90250 
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Asks  Supreme  Court  Review 

IBM  Takes  Greyhound  to  Top 


Loracal  Machines 
Takes  Byte,  Inc. 

SUNNYVALE,  Calif.  -  The 
Logical  Machine  Corp.  has  ac¬ 
quired  Byte,  Inc.,  a  retail  store 
chain  that  specializes  in 
microprocessing  equipment  and 
computer-related  literature. 

Comprised  of  nearly  60 
dealerships  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try,  Byte,  although  wholly 
owned  by  Logical,  will  remain  an 
independent  subsidiary,  a 
spokesman  said. 

Byte  agreed  to  the  purchase  in 
the  hopes  that  Logical  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  guidance  and  financial 
backing  necessary  for  future  ex¬ 
pansion,  Jerry  Brandt,  Byte  pres¬ 
ident  said. 

Byte  is  currently  composed  of 
two  primary  divisions,  distribu¬ 
tion  and  manufacturing.  The  dis¬ 
tribution  division  supplies  the 
dealers  with  periodicals,  man¬ 
uals,  microprocessors  and  other 
computing  equipment. 

The  manufacturing  division 
produces  a  microprocessor  that  is 
sold  as  an  integrated  system 
through  the  various  dealerships. 

Britannica  to  Honor 
HP  Board  Chairman 
CHICAGO  -  David  Packard, 
chairman  of  the  board  of 
Hewlett-Packard  Co.  and  former 
Deputy  Secretary  of  Defense,  is 
one  of  the  nine  men  and  women 
who  will  be  honored  this  month 
with  a'  1978  -Encyclopaedia 
Britannica  Award  for  Achieve¬ 
ment  in  Life  at  a  dinner  here. 

Packard  will  receive  his  award 
for  achievement  in  business. 

The  selection  of  the  Britannica 
award  winners  was  made  on  the 
basis  of  contributions  to  society 
in  the  areas  of  government,  busi¬ 
ness,  science,  the  arts  and  educa¬ 
tion;  significant  personal 
achievement  -  the  setting  and 
accomplishing  of  meaningful 
goals  in  their  own  lives;  and  ded¬ 
ication  to  knowledge  and  human 
enlightenment. 

An  early  interest  in  science  and 
engineering  led  David  Packard  to 
help  found  HP  in  1939.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  bachelor's  degree  in 
electrical  engineering  from  Stan¬ 
ford  University  and  has  been 
honored  with  doctorates  from 
five  universities.  Between  1969 
and  1971,  Packard  served  as 
Deputy  Secretary  of  Defense. 
Coleman  SIA  Head  Again 
SAN  FRANCISCO  -  Bruce  T. 
Coleman,  president  of  Boole  St 
Babbage,  Inc.,  was  reelected  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Software  Industry 
Association  (SIA)  and  elected  to 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  As¬ 
sociation  of  Data  Processing  Ser¬ 
vice  Organizations  (Adapso)  at 
the  recent  Adapso  meeting  here. 
SIA,  the  software  section  of 
Adapso,  promotes  ".the  integrity 
of  the  software  products  and  ser¬ 
vices  industry  for  the  business 
comihunity  and  general  public," 
the  society  said, 


By  Molly  Upton 
CW  Staff 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  IBM 
has  petitioned  the  Supreme 
Court  to  review  the  appeals  court 
decision  that  ordered  a  new  trial 
in  the  antitrust  case  filed  against 
it  by  Greyhound  Computer 
Corp. 

The  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  Ninth  Circuit  recently  or¬ 
dered  a  new  trial  for  the  case 
[CW,  Aug.  29]  that  had  been  dis¬ 
missed  with  a  directed  verdict  — 
for  insufficient  evidence  —  by  a 
district  court  in  1972. 

The  appeals  court  ruled  that  the 
case  should  go  to  a  jury  and  that 
Greyhound  had  established  a 
case  by  "showing  IBM  employ¬ 
ed  exclusionary  tactics  to  main¬ 
tain  an  existing  monopoly  in  the 
lease  market." 

IBM's  brief  to  the  Supreme 
Court  focused  on  the  portion  of 
the  appeals  court  decision  that 
stated  "the  jury  could  have  con¬ 
cluded  that  IBM  maintained  its 
monopoly  power  in  the  leasing  of 
general-purpose  computers  in 
part  by  practices  that  unneces¬ 
sarily,  even  deliberately,  ex¬ 
cluded  leasing  companies  from 
an  opportunity  to  compete." 

The  appeals  court  judgment 
should  be  reversed  because  it 
"intimidates  vigorous  competi¬ 
tion  on  the  merits,"  burdens 
lower  federal  courts  and  harms 
deferidants,  including  IBM,  the 
IBM  brief  stated. 

"Surely  the  effect  of  such  a  de¬ 
cision  is  to  spawn  litigation  by 
those  unsuccessful  in  the  com¬ 
petitive  marketplace;  to  impel 
Successful  companies  to  'soften' 
their  competitive  activities  so  as 
to  avoid  the  expense  and 
penalties  of  such  litigation;  and 
hence  to  suppress  that  'free'and 
Unfettered  competition'  which 
the  Sherman  Act-  was  enacted  to 
protect  and  encourage,"  IBM 
stated. 

Honest  But  'Unnecessary' 

IBM  challenged  the  opinion 
that  lawful,  honest  business  acts 
that  might  "exclude  unneces¬ 


sarily"  competitors  were  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  antitrust  statute. 

IBM  labeled  as  a  "self-evident 
erroneous  position"  the  court's 
stance  that  "normal  competitive 
acts  were  unlawful  if  'unneces¬ 
sary'  even  if  taken  outside  of  the 
market  in  which  the  power  sup¬ 
posedly  exists  and  in  the  market 
in  which  no  power  is  possessed 
or  was  even  claimed." 

IBM's  brief  dealt  with  a  number 
of  principles  enunciated  by  the 
appeals  court,  including; 

•  Whether  a  jury  could  find  any 
firm  could  monopolize  a  sub- 
market  such  as  leasing,  distinct 
from  a  submarket  of  purchasing. 

•  Whether  a  jury  could  find 
IBM  possessed  monopoly  power 
in  the  lease  submarket  almost  en¬ 
tirely  because  IBM  had  a  large 
share  of  that  submarket,  despite 
factors  that  would  tend  to  dis-. 
prove  classical  definitions  of 
monopoly. 

IBM  asked  whether  the  appeals 


court  errM  in  holding  that  a  jury 
"could  Find  that  IBM  was  liable 
for  an  attempt  to  monopolize 
where  it  was  assumed  that  'the 
record  would  not  support  a  jury 
finding  of  even  a  dangerous 
probability  of  monopolization' 
by  IBM  of  any  'appropriate 

Since  the  plaintiff  offered  no 
testimony  "even  attempting  to 
calculate  such  damages"  and  the 
jury  would  therefore  have  to 
speculate  on  the  amount  of 
damages  supposedly  'sustained, 
IBM  also  asked  whether  the 
court  of  appeals  erred  in  holding 
that  Greyhound  had  offered  suf¬ 
ficient  evidence  of  damages  to 
put  the  case  before  a  jury. 

"The  judgment  appealed  from, 
in  total  effect,  condenuis  com¬ 
petition.  If  allowed  to  stand,  it 
would  make  the  Sherman  Act  a 
restraint  of  trade,"  the  IBM  brief 
contended. 


Bubbles  Won't  Mature 
Until  '80,  CSI  Predicts 


SAN  JOSE,  Calif.  -  The  bub¬ 
ble  memory,  will  not  be  a  viable 
competitor  to  semiconductor 
memory  until  1980,  according  to 
a  study  by  Creative  Strategies, 
Inc.  (CSI)  here. 

Although  bubble  technology  is 
"glamorous,"  CSI  said  such 
inemories  will  not  be  commercial 
realities  until  their  density  in¬ 
creases  by  a  factor  of  10.  That  is 
expected  in  the  1980  time  frame. 

After  the  introdu^on  of  a  IM- 
bit  bubble  memory  chip,  how¬ 
ever,  the  market  expansion 
should  be  rapid,  the  firm  predict¬ 
ed  in  a  report  on  "Semiconductor 
and  Bubble  Memories,"  available 
for  $595. 

At  the  same  time,  the  report 
noted  the  semiconductor  mem¬ 
ory  market  is  growing  rapidly, 
largely  at  the  expense  of  core 


Appeals  Court  Strikes  Down 
AT&T  Plea  in  Milgo  Case 


DENVER  —  In  the  latest  action 
in  the  patent  infringement  suit 
filed  by  Milgo  Electronic  Corp. 
(now  Racal  Milgo,  Inc.)  against 
AT&T,  one  of  its  subsidiaries 
and  a  Bell  System  operating  com¬ 
pany,  an  appeals  court  has  dis¬ 
missed  a  plea  by  AT&T  asking 
for  reversal  of  two  orders  handed 
down  by  the  Federal  District 
Court  in  Kansas. 

'The  first  order  dismissed  by  the 
Federal  Appeals  Court  of  the 
10th  Circuit  was  a  discovery  or¬ 
der  that  allowed  a  Milgo  expert 
access  to  certain  AT&T  technical 
documents. 

The  second  was  a  request  to 
have  the  case  moved  from  Kan¬ 
sas  to  the  U.S.  District  Court  for 


the  Southern  District  of  New 
York. 

Milgo  filed  the  suit  in  early 
1976  against  ATiT,  Western 
Electric  Co.,  Inc.,  Southwestern 
Bell  Telephone  Co.  and  Boeing 
Computer  Services,  Inc.,  a  user 
of  AT&T  moijems  in  Wichita. 

Milgo  alleges  the  Dataphone 
208  and  209,  modems  made  by 
Western  Electric,  infringe  on 
four  of  Milgo's  patents. 

One  patent  allegedly  being  in¬ 
fringed  involves  the  narrow  band 
concept  of  transmission  which 
allows  modems  to  transmit  data 
at  high  speeds  over  voice-duality 
telephone  lines. 

The  district  court  in  Kansas  has 
not  set  a  trial  date  for  the  suit. 


ing  phased  out  in  all  computer 
designs,  so  by  1980  very  little 
core  memory  will  be  in  produc¬ 
tion,"  CSI  predicted. 

Semiconductor  memory  had  a 
shipment  rate  of  100  million 
units  in  1976  and  "will  easily" 
exceed  200  million  units  by  1981, 
CSI  said,  when  the  total  number 
of  semiconductor  memory  bits 
will  exceed  one  trillion. 

The  overall  market  for  semi¬ 
conductor  and  bubble  memory 
will  grow  at  an  annual  rate  of 
25%  over  the  next  several  years, 
from  $471.6  million  in  1976  to 
$1.42  billion  by  1981,  the  report 
forecast. 


Along  with  bubble  memories, 
charge-coupled  device  (CCD) 
memory  will  also  become  availa¬ 
ble  in  a  large  enough  size  to  be 
attractive  by  1980,  the  report 
said. 

"However,"  it  added,  "the 
CCD  devices  will  not  become  in¬ 
expensive  enough  to  capture  a 
large  market." 

Caught  between  large  dynamic 
NMCM  arrays  and  bubble 
memories,  CCDs  will  be 
squeezed  into  a  small  market 
niche,  capturing  only  2%  of  total 
-memory  sales  by  1981,  according 
to  CSI. 

The  NMOS  dynamic  ran¬ 
dom-access  memory  (RAM)  will 
continue  to  account  for  the  larg¬ 
est  share  of  this  market,  the  re¬ 
port  said,  with  a  compound 
growth  rate  of  27%  through 
1981,  when  this  technology  will 
account  for  $422  million  in  ship¬ 
ments. 

MOS  static  RAM  shipments 
will  increase  at  a  rate  of  37%  an¬ 
nually,  growing  along  with  the  ' 
microcomputer  market,  the  re- 
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Could  Store  10  times  More  Data 


IBM  Researchers  Testing  IK  Bubble  Lattice 


SAN  JOSE,  Calif.  —  IBM  researchers 
here  are  experimenting  with  a-lK  bub¬ 
ble  lattice  chip  in  what  IBM  claims  is 
the  first  time  the  bubble  lattice  concept 
has  been  tested  in  a  fully  operational 
device. 

Previous  experiments  with  the  lattice 
concept  have  indicated  it  holds  prom¬ 
ise  for  storing  up  to  10  times  as  much 
information  in  a  given  area  as  is  pos¬ 
sible  with  any  other  type  of  magnetic 
bubble  device,  according  to  IBM. 

The  device  and  its  operating  charac¬ 
teristics  were  discussed  in  a  paper  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  IBM  researchers  at  the 
recent  Conference  on  Magnetism  and 
Magnetic  Materials  in  Minneapolis. 


Like  other  approaches  to  magnetic 
bubble  technology,  the  bubble  lattice 
stores  information  in  the  form  of 
magnetic  bubbles,  which  are  tiny 
cylinders  of  reverse  magnetism  formed 
in  a  thin  layer  of  a  magnetic  material 
such  as  crystalline  garnet. 

Microcircuit  patterns  deposited  on 
the  surfaces  of  these  films  •  provide 
pathways  along  which  the  bubbles  can 
be  moved  under  control  of  an  applied 
magnetic  field  or  electric  current. 

The  bubble  lattice  device  has  a  capac¬ 
ity  of  IK  information-bearing  bubbles 
in  its  storage  area.  Each  one  of  these 
bubbles  represents  a  single  bit  of  in¬ 
formation.  They  are  arranged  —  like 
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cylinders  in  the  cells  of  a  honeycomb 
!  —  in  a  hexagonal  array  consisting  of  32 

rows  and  32  columns. 

I  5  Micron  Diameter 

I  The  bubbles  have  a  diameter  of  S 
microns  and  in  the  array  their  center- 
I  to-center  distance  is  11.5  microns. 

!  This  gives  a  storage  density  of  over  5 
1  million  bits  per  square  inch. 

I  In  other  types  of  magnetic  bubble  de¬ 
vices,  information  is  represented  by 
the  presence  or  absence  of  bubbles  at 
particular  locations  in  the  device. 

In  such  devices,  the  bubbles  must  be 
kept  four  to.  five  bubble  diameters 
apart  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  in- 
terfering  with  each  other. 

In  bubble  lattice  devices,  hoWever, 
the  bubbles  can  be  packed  much  more 
closely  together,  giving  an  inherently 
higher  storage  density  for  the  same 
size  bubble,  IBM  said. 

Since  every  location  in  the  lattice 
must  always  contain  a  bubble, 
however,  information  cannot  be  re¬ 
corded  or  sensed  as  the  presence  or  ab¬ 
sence  of  a  bubble.  Instead,  it  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  differences  in  the  magnetic 
structure  of  the  thin,  tubular  "domain 
wall"  that  surrounds  each^bubble. 

This  structure  can  be  forced  into 
either  of  two  magnetic  states  to  repre- 

Shifting  Array 

To  read  infonnation  out  of  a  lattice, 
the  entire  array  is  shifted'  left  or  right 
until  the  column  containing  the  de¬ 
sired  information  becomes  aligned  • 
with  an  "access  channel"  pair  of  nar¬ 
row  conductor  lines  deposited  on  the 


surface  of  the  device. 

The  bubbles  in  that  column  are  then 
shifted  out  of  the  lattice  one  by  one 
until  the  desired  information  is 
reached.  Whenever  a  bubble  is  shifted 
out  of  the  lattice,  another  one,  with  the 
same  information  content,  must  be  en¬ 
tered  at  the  rear  of  the  column  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  lattice  from  collapsing. 

The  information  stored  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  bubble  is  detected  by  noting 
whether  it  moves  forward  along  the 
line  of  the  column  when  it  is  removed 
from  the  lattice  (a  "zero")  or  at  a  30® 
angle  from  the  line  of  the  column  (a 


The  experimental  bubble  lattice  chip 
is  divided  into  separate  areas  for  per¬ 
forming  the  three  main  functions  of  a 
storage  operation.  These  are ; 

•  The  storage  area  itself,  in  which  the 
bubbles  are  organized  into  a  hexagonal 
array  and  the  array  is  shifted  to  an  ac¬ 
cess  channel.  The  array  has  the  form 
of  a  parallelogram  about  1/64-inch 
long. 

•  The  write  station,  in  which  isolated 
bubbles  ate  generated  and  binary  in¬ 
formation  is  inserted  by  controlling 
the  structures  of  the  bubble  walls. 

•  The  read  station,  in  which  the  wall 
states  of  isolated  bubbles  are  deter¬ 
mined  and  the  bubbles  destroyed  after 
their  information  content  is  read. 

The  magnetic  material  used  to  fabri¬ 
cate  the  device  is  a  thin  film  of  Crystal¬ 
line  yttrium  iron  garnet  3.6  microns 
thick.  Besides  having  desirable 
magnetic  properties,  this  material  is 
electrically  insulating,  IBM  said. 


The  IK  bubble  storage  area  appears  as  a  parallelogram  in  the  center  of  this  pic- 
I  ture  of  IBM's  experimental  bubble  lattice  device. 
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Data  Base  Business  Seen  at  $1.1  Billion  by  1980 


NEW  YORK  —  Spurred  by  ihe  busi¬ 
ness  sector,  data  base-generated  rev¬ 
enues  should  climb  from  $740  million 
in  1976  to  $1.1  billion  by  1980  and 
$1.6  billion  by  198S,  according  to  a 
study  from  Frost  &  Sullivan,  Inc. 
(F&S)  here. 

The  sale  of  information  contained  in 
electronic  data  bases  faces  a  future 
with  almost  "no  limits,"  the  report 
added. 

Companies  in  the  field  already  main¬ 
tain  business,  technical,  economic, 
legal,  medical  and  other  information  in 
data  bases,  F&S  noted.  The  final  prod¬ 
uct  is  delivered  in  the  form  of  a  com¬ 
puter  printout  or  computer  tape  or  via 
a  CRT  display,  the  firm  added. 

The  fastest  growing  segment  of  the 
data  base  market  is  that  for  business 
information,  F&S  said,  predicting  a 
25%  annual  growth  rate  in  this  sector 
through  1980. 

This  area  of  growth  will  be  followed 
by  economic  and  econometric  data  at 
20%,  legal  research  at  20%  and 
securities  data,  scientific  data,  business 
credit  and  specialized  marketing  infor¬ 
mation  all  at  an  expected  10%  growth 


Expansions 


National  Data  Corp.  has  consolidated 
its  Reno,  Nev.,  operations  into  its 
Atlanta  Communications  Center,  Cor¬ 
porate  Sq.,  Atlanta  Ga.  30329. 

Imlac  Corp.  has  established  Imlac 
House,  a  fully  staffed  facility  in 
Amersham,  England,  to  provide  sales 
and  service  of  all  Imlac  products  sold 
in  Europe  and  the  UK. 

Pertec  Computer  Corp.'s  Microsys¬ 
tems  Division  (MSD)  has  transferred 
its  Altair  Users  Group  Software 
Library  and  its  Altair  Software  Dis¬ 
tribution  Co.  from  Atlanta  to  divi¬ 
sional  headquarters  at  21111  Erwin 
St.,  Woodland  Hills,  Calif.  91367. 

Azurdata,  Inc.  has  shifted  its 
manufacturing  operations  to  its  new 
30,000  sq-ft  facility  in  Richland 
Skypark,  Wash.  A  duplicate  30,000 
sq-ft  addition  is  scheduled  for  con¬ 
struction  in  1978. 

Qume  Corp.  has  begun  construction 
of  a  $10  million  manufacturing  plant 
and  headquarters  facility  in  San  Jose's 
International  Business  Park. 

Centronics  Data  Computer  Corp.  has 
established  a  subsidiary  in  Italy,  with 
headquarters  in  Milan.  It  is  located  at 
Via  Santa  Valeria  5,  20123  Milan, 
Italy. 

Data  Card  Corp.  has  begun  building 
a  112,000  sq-ft  facility  to.house  its  in¬ 
ternational  headquarters  in  Min¬ 
netonka,  Minn. 

The  Kennedy'  Co.  has  leased  a  35,000 
sq-ft  facility  in  Altadena,  Calif.,  to 
house  its  machine  shop,  sheet  metal 
fabrication  and  circuit  board  manufac¬ 
turing  and  replace  its  Glendale  facility. 

Business  Systems  Products,  Inc.  has 
leased  1,904  sq  ft  of  office  space  in  the 
Carson  Plaza  Drive,  Carson,  Calif. 
The  company  will  use  riie  three  suites 
to  demonstrate  and  sell  its  Advisor 


rate,  F&S  said. 

Publishers,  banks,  research  organiza¬ 
tions,  time-sharing  companies  and 
specialist  firms  are  among  the  many 
newcomers  to  the  business,  the  report 
said.  The  industry's  customer  list,  now 
limited  mainly  to  big  corporations, 
government  agencies  and  technology- 
oriented  nonprofit  organizations,  is 
expanding  to  include  medium-size  and 
small  companies,  it  added. 

Such  market  expansion  is  the  result 
of  declining  costs,  according  to  the 
market  research  company.  A  complex 
data  base  search  on  a  computer  costs 
$15  today,  compared  10  years  ago  with 
$1,000,  F&S  claimed. 

That  cost  erosion  will  continue  as  op¬ 
tical  scanners  and  word  processing 
systems  create  machine-readable  tapes 


automatically.  Also,  coding  and  index¬ 
ing  systems  are  continously  being  ap¬ 
proved  to  simplify  search  procedures, 
and  eventually  standardized  retrieval 
systems  will  evolve,  the  report  pre¬ 
dicted. 

Technology  advances  will  also  enable 
vendors  to  add  more  value  to  their  ser¬ 
vices.  As  computer  memory  costs  de¬ 
cline,  vendors  will  store  bibliographic 
material  in  full  text  form  rather  than  as 
just  abstracts,  as  they  now  do. 

Declining  memory  costs  will  also  give 
rise  to  data  bases  that  cover  engineer¬ 
ing  drawings  and  other  graphic 
materials,  according  to  the  report. 

The  industry  can  be  classified  ac¬ 
cording  to  two  operational  modes,  F&S 
said.  An  or>-Jine  segment  connects  cus¬ 
tomers  to  a  data  base  via  a  terminal  and 


the  telephone  network.  This  sector, 
"though  adolescent,  is  fast  growing" 
•and  populated  with  new  companies, 
the  study  pointed  out. 

As  an  added  new  business  twist,  such 
on-line  vendors  rely  on  so-called 
"value-added"  carriers,  such  as  Tym¬ 
net  and  Telenet,  to  transmit  informa¬ 
tion  to  and  from  customers  at  low  cost. 

The  other,.  Iraditional  batch  mode 
end  of  the  business  that  makes  heavy 
use  of  the  mails  to  initiate  and  respond 
to  queries  is  "large  and  mature.'-'  This 
sector  is  dominated  by  big  old-line 
companies,  like  Dun  &  Bradstreet  and 
A.C.  Nielsen,  F&S  said. 

An  industry  .  trend  under  way, 
however,  is  to  computerize  these  data 
bases  and  put  them  on-line  as  well,  the 
company  noted. 


New!  $1155  Fire  Safe 
for  small  systems  media 

Now  small  systonis  users  can  have  fire  protection  for  valuable  disk 
and  tapes  with  Tab's  DataGard  '  fire  safe.  U.  L.- rated  to  maintain 
a  maximum  internal  temperature  of  150  for  one  hour  (85%  maxim 
humidity),  DataGard  is  designed  in  scale  with  small  systems 
requirements.  Outside  dimensions  are:  height-39'/.-", 
width-32'y'"",  depth-39". 

The  compact  DataGard  comes  with  casters  and  a  textured  off-whit 
finish.  Options  include  second  door  colors  and  a  functional  formic 
work  top.  The  DataGard  fire  safe  will  economically  store  two 
3348  Data  Modules,  ten  2315  Disk  Cartridges  or  numerous  other 
combinations  of  magnetic  media  including  floppy  disks, 
computer  tape,  microfilm,  and  cassettes. 

For  co.mplete  information,  call  your  local  Tab  representative 
or  write  Tab  Products  Company,  2690  Hanover  Street, 

Palo  Alto,  California  94304. 
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Report  Paints  Profit  Picture  in  DDP/Mini  Mart 


WALTHAM,  Mass.  -  In  the 
minicomputer/distributed  data  pro¬ 
cessing  marketplace,  suppliers  de¬ 
pending  primarily  on  third-party 
channels  —  distributors  anfi  OEMs  — 
to  market  their  products  are  generally 
more  profitable  than  those  who  market 
directly  to  end  users. 

That's  one  of  the  conclusions  in  a  re¬ 
cent  report  in  the  Distributed  Process¬ 
ing  Newsletter,  published  by  Interna¬ 
tional  Data  Corp.,  an  industry  re-- 
search  firm  here. 

In  addition,  the  newsletter  said  that 
as  a  group,  companies  with  more  than 
$50  million  in  revenue  showed  a 
slightly  higher  profit  margin  than 
companies  with  lower  revenues  and 
that  those  in  the  $50  million  to  $200 
million  range  fared  best. 


Furthermore,  the  fastest  growing 
companies  have  experienced  the 
highest  profit  margins  over  the  past 
five  years,  the  newsletter  said,  adding 
that  companies  which  have  concen¬ 
trated  on  only  one  of  the  product  areas 
in  the  mini/DDP  field  have  experi¬ 
enced  slightly  higher  profit  margins 
than  those  with  multiple  product  lines. 

The  most  profitable  firms  ,  in  the 
study  were  IBM,  Intel  and  Data 
General,  the  newsletter  said,  with 
margins  of  28%,  23%  and  23%  respec¬ 
tively.  Overall,  the  weighted  average 
for  the  35  companies  studied  was  19%, 
but  if  IBM  were  taken  out  of  the  study 
the  overall  average  would  be  9.5%,  it 
added. 

The  minicomputer  makers  also  out¬ 
ranked  all  others  on  the  amount  spent 


for  research  and  development  as  a  per¬ 
cent  of  their  gross  revenues,  the  report 
said,  and  in  the  ratio  of  assets  to 
liabilities. 

By  category,  the  weighted  profit 
margins  stacked  up  this  way:  General- 
purpose  computer  makers  21.3%  (8.2% 
without  IBM),, minicomputer  makers 


14.6%,  small  business  computer 
makers  13.8%,  component  and 
microprocessor  makers  10.7%,  and 
processing  terminal  [data  entry] 
makers  8.0%.  The  leaders  in  each  of 
their  respective  categories  were  IBM, 
DG,  Mini-Computer  Systems,  Intel 
and  Incoterm. 


Pennsylvania's  Department  of  Rev¬ 
enue  has  signed  a  contract  with  A.B. 
Dick/Scott  for  13  System  200  micro¬ 
fiche  processors. 

The  Chicago  Board  Option  Exchange 
has  ordered  Data  General  Eclipse  C/- 


Conference 
&  Exposition 

Washington,  D.C. 
Feb.  21-23,1978 


The  ONLY  National  Industry 
Show  Scheduled  For  An 
East  Coast  City  In  I97S 


Extraordinary  buying  poWer  will  be  represented  at 
DataComm  78  because  of  its  prime  location, 
Washington,  D.C.  The  Conference  and  Exposition 
takes  place  in  the  heart  of  the  concentrated  computer 
population  in  the  Northeast  and  Northcentral  parts 
of  the  country. 

Almost  40%  of  the  total  installed  value  of  general- 
purpose  computer  systems  in  the  entire  U.S.  is  within 
a  400  mile  ra^us  of  DataComm  78.  .  .Siteswithin  that 
area  account  for  approximately  1/3  of  all  U.S.  data 
processing  expenditures.  Users  in  this  key  geographic 


To:  CONFERENCE  CHAIRMAN 
DataComm  78 
60  Austin  Street 
Newton,  MA  02160 


DataComm's  1978  Conference  Program  is  nearing 
completion  with  well  over  100  speakers,  more  than 
1/2  representing  vendor  companies. .  .all  the  way 
■from  AT4tT  to  Xerox.  'That's  good  company. .  .it 
means  businessi  For  them  and  for  you. 

.  The  expanded  program  for  this  year’s  DataComm, 
coupled  with  the  show's  traditional  appeal  to  all  levels 
of  interest  in  the  data  commimications  marketplace, 
is  designed  to  attract  an  even  greater  number  of 
attendees  than  in  the  past. 

Excellent  booth  locations  are  still  available.  .  .to 
reserve  your  space  NOW,  return  this  coupon 
inunediately. 


Here's  what  I  want  from  DataComm  78: 

□  All  the  Eristics:  price,  floor  plan, 
reservation  agreement 

□  To  talk  to  a  DataComm  representative 

□  The  monthly  newsletter,  "DataComments' 


Title _ 

Company 
Address  _ 
City _ 


330s  and  Nova  3/1 2s  from  Monchik- 
Weber  Associates,  Inc.  to  aid  in  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  system  to  handle  or¬ 
ders  from  the  floor. 

Citibank  of  New  York  has  installed 
the  Hiross  Denco  "Over  32"  environ¬ 
mental  control  system  for  its  Troy, 
N.Y.,.DP  facility. 

Cagle's,  Inc.  of  Atlanta  ordered  a 
Univac  90/30  system  for  inventory 
control  of  poultry.  The  90/30  replaces 
an  IBM  3/15B. 

American  Airlines  has  contracted 
with  Conrac  Corp.  to  supply  and  in¬ 
stall  an  Intelligent  Flight  Information 
Display  System  in  its  terminal  at  San 
Francisco  International  Airport. 

The  Cuyahoga  County  Public 
Library  in  Cleveland  has  ordered  a 
Honeywell  Information  Systems  Level 
62  valued  at  $117,000. 

Medical/Dental  Data  Concepts,  Inc. 
of  Tempe,  Ariz.,  has  ordered  a 
Microdata  Corp.  Reality  system  from 
Escom  Arizona. 

Security  Pacific  Mortgage  Corp.  of 
Denver  has  ordered  a  Honeywell  In¬ 
formation  Systems  Model  66/05  sys¬ 
tem  valued  at  $807,000. 

Taiwan  Telephone  Association  has 
awarded  the  Alston  division  of  Conrac 
Corp.  a  $500,000  contract  for  its  com¬ 
puterized  telephone  traffic  analysis 
system. 

Medidentic,  Inc.  of  Park  Ridge,  III., 
has  ordered  two  CMC  3  Keyprocess¬ 
ing  systems  from  Pertec  Computer 
Corp. 

Fisher-Price  of  East  Aurora,  N.Y., 
has  ordered  a  Univac  1100/21  system 
valued  at  about  $3  million  as  a  replace¬ 
ment  for  its  1106. 

Oklahoma  State  Univesity  signed  a 
long-term  lease  agreement  with  In¬ 
forex,  Inc.  for  a  System  7000. 

The  Peninsular  Motor  Club  of 
Tampa,  Fla.,  has  ordered  a  Honeywell 
Information  Systems  Level  62. 

The  City  of  Hope  National  Medical 
Center  in  Duarte,  Calif.,  has  ordered  a 
Univac  90/30  system. 

The  Southeastern  Kentucky  Baptist 
Hospital  has  installed  a  Honeywell  In¬ 
formation  Systems  Level  62  valued  at 
$105,000  to  perform  patient  account¬ 
ing  and  administrative  functions. 

Pentel  of  America,  Ltd.,  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Torrance,  Calif.,  has  ordered  a 
Univac  90/30  and  two  90/25s  valued 
at  about  $500,000. 

AZS  Chemicals  of  Allanta  has  or¬ 
dered  a  Univac  90/30. 

The  J.I.  Case  Company  Credit  Corp. 
of  Racine,  Wis;,  has  ordered  an  In¬ 
stallment  Loan  ^stem  from  Univers¬ 
ity  Computing  Co.  of  Dallas. 


And  my  transaction 
processing  worries 
went  away. 


I  admit  it.  I  was  really  worried  about  using  a  minicomputer  for 
transaction  processing.  Until  I  saw  how  simple  it  is  to  put  up  an 
on-line  system  using  Interdata  business  computers  and  ITRAC, 
Interdata’s  new  transaction  processing  software. 

Take  programming.  I  was  afraid  my  programmers  would 
have  to  learn  a  new  language.  But  with  ITRAC  they  sat  right 
down  and  went  to  work.  Because  ITRAC  is  totally  COBOL 
compatible. 

Screen  formatting  used  to  be  a  big  headache.  Now  it’s  a 
snap.  My  designer  keys  in  a  screen  in  any  format  he  chooses. 
And,  in  seconds,  a  completed  screen  comes  back.  Then  he 
tests  and  modifies  the  screen  on-line.  No  waiting  or  delays. 

No  problems  with  unsophisticated  terminal  users,  either. 
Screen  formats  are  easy  to  follow  and  all  input  data  can 
be  validated.  So  the  user  knows  immediately  when  he  makes 
an  error.  , 

But  here’s  the  best  part:  ITRAC  software  runs  on  Interdata’s 
32-bit  processor.  So  you  get  the  response  time  of  a  main¬ 
frame. .  .for  the  price  of  a  mini. 

Interdata  business  computers  and  ITRAC.  If  you  need  trans¬ 
action  processing,  they  can  help. 

For  more  information,  call  Interdata  today. 


PERKIN  ELMER  QATA  SYSTEMS 

Oceanport,  New  Jersey  07757,  USA  (201)229-4040 
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To  Broaden  Media  Offerings 

EMM  to  Acquire  Group/3  From  Informatics 


HAWTHORNE,  Calif,  -  Electronic 
Memories  &  Magnetics  Corp.  (EMM) 
has  agreed  to  acquire  Group/3  frbm 
Informatics,  Inc. 

The  move  is  an  extension  of  the 
firm's  commitment  to  the  media  bus¬ 
iness  and  enables  EMM  to  supply  a 
broader  range  of  media  products,  a 
spokesman  said. 

Group/3  sales  and  marketing  will  be 


moved  here  to  EMM's  facility  while 
manufacturing  and  distribution  will  be 
handled  in  San  Jose,  where  EMM's 
Media  ^ducts  Division  is  based. 

In  fulfilling  its  growth  requirements, 
EMM  has  emphasized  guaranteed 
satisfaction  to  its  media  customers,  the 
spokesman  added. 

By  letting  customer  needs  be  its 
guide,  the  firm  has  expanded  into  the 


Anderson  Jacobson,  a  leading 
manufacturer  of  data  commu¬ 
nications  products,  would  like 
to  introduce  you  to  our  new 
minicomputer,  the  AJ  System 
1500..  And  We  need  your  exper¬ 
tise  to  make  our  small  business 
system  successful. 

Here's  what  we  have  to  offer: 

•  Good  margins 

■  Exclusive  territories 

■  Business  BASIC 


multi-terminal  system  that  is 
fully  expandable 
■  AJ  field  service  available  in 
selected  areas  of  the  United 
States 

•  Floppy  or  hard  disk  systems 

If  your  are  interested  in  being 
a  part  or  AJ’s  successful  future, 
call  or  write  Bob  Reed,  National 
Marketing  Manager,  for  more 
information. 


A  small  business  nucleus  of 
application  software  at  no 
charge  to  you 

Excellent  client  accounting 
software,  also  at  no  charge 
A  multi-programming, 


Computer  Systems  Division 


I  ANDERSON 
I  JACOBSON 

1  Jacobson  Inc.,  521  Charcot  Avenue 
California  95131  •  |408|  263-8520 


flexible  diskette  market  from  disk 
packs  and  cartridges. 

Thus  users  are  able  to  "fill  their  data 
storage  and  retrieval  media  needs  from 
one  source,"  according  to  Roger 
Evans,  general  manager  of  the  Media 
Products  Division. 

EMM's  involvement  in  the  media 
business  began  in  1969  when  it  ac¬ 
quired  Caelus  Memories,  Inc.,  a  maker, 
of  disks.  The  Caelus  line  now  includes 
over  150  versions  of  disks  anil  disk- 

In  1976,  (he  firm  sold  part  of  its 
media  operation  to  Univac,  which  ena¬ 
bles  it  to  purchase  coated  disks  to  its 
specifications  from  a  variety  of  sources 
"at  a  cost  less  than  we  could  coat  the 
disk  ourselves,"  Evans  said. 

Profitable  Step 

This  action  substantially  improved 
EMM  profit  and  cash  generation. 
"The  division  has  the  manufacturing 
capability  necessary  to  support  its 
commitment  to  the  media  business. 
The  future  will  be  approached  on  a 
controlled  basis  with  continuing  em¬ 
phasis  on  product  quality  and  cus¬ 
tomer  service,"  Evans  said. 

"We  plan  for  a  full  line  of  media 
products  and  computer  supplies.  Our 
intent  is  to  stay  very  close  to  the  com¬ 
puter  room  and  those  supplies  re¬ 
quired  to  support  computer  opera¬ 
tions,"  he  added. 


EMM's  emphasis  will  be  to  serve  and 
expand  its  media  customer  base,  de¬ 
velop  media  business  within  the 
memory  customer  base  and  pursue 
new  accounts. 

Areas  of  Expansion 

Heaviest  revenue  impact  in  1977 
comes  from  IBM  compatible  products  ■ 
predominantly  in  the '  3330  Model  I 
and  Model  II  areas.  According  to 
Evans,  "areas  in  which  we  are  expand¬ 
ing  include  non-IBM  compatible  disk 
packs  and  cartridges,  flexible  diskettes 
and  customer  service  including  clean¬ 
ing,  verification  and  refurbishing  of 
media  regardless  of  original  manufac^ 
turer  or  type." 

EMM  provides  both  sales  and  lease 
in  addition  to  a.  refurbishment  service. 
Again,  EMM  has  stood  by  the  old 
cliche  of  "what's  good  for  our  cus¬ 
tomers  is  good  for  us."  Leasing  has 
turned  out  to  be  extremely  profitable 
for  the  company  and  ‘he  company  has 
developed  a  strong  lease  base  in  media 
as  well  as  360/370  add-on  memories. 

"Since  we  had  the  resources  to  cater 
to  our  customers'  needs,  it  was  quite 
easy  to  Offer  various  financial  plans  — 
sale  or  lease,"  Evans  said. 

Customer-owned  packs  can  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  San  Jose  facility  for  re¬ 
furbishment  —  about  15%  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  This  combination  provides  for  a 
balanced  operation. 


Intel  Splits  Micro  Division 


SANTA  CLARA,  Calif.  -  Intel 
Corp.  said  it  has  split  its  microcom¬ 
puter  division  into  a  components  divi¬ 
sion  and  a  systems  division  in' an  effort 
to  better  align  marketing  design  and 
manufacturing  operations  to  serve 
customers  more  efficiently. 

The  microcomputer  components 
division,  which  includes  processors 
and  peripherals,  is  headed  by  Les 
Zadasz,  formerly  assistant  general 
inanager  of  the  microcomputer  divi- 

Systems  Division 

The  microcomputer  systems  division 
will  be  under  Dr.  Bill  Davidow,  who 


was  head  of  the  single  division,  and 
will  include  all  systems  and  board- 
level  microcomputer  products. 

Furthermore,  the  firm  has  designated 
a  new  components  group,  under  E.L. 
Gelbach,  that  includes  two  product- 
oriented  divisions  with  responsibility 
for  product  marketing,  design  and 
operations. 

The  memory  components-  division 
will  be  responsible  for  all  dynamic  and 
high-speed  static  (random-access 
memories  (RAMs)  while  the  special 
products  division  will  handle  static 
RAMs,  read-only  memories  (ROMs), 
and  erasable  programmable  ROMs 
and  bipolar  memory  products. 


Introducing  the  $3890 
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Ream  Hits  Cost  of  Proposed  I/O  Fips  Revision 


By  Molly  Upton 
CW  Staff 

SAN  CLEMENTE,  Calif.  -  Opera: 
tional  overhead  and  additional  cost 
will  result  from  the  revised  implemen¬ 
tation  segment  of  the  proposed  I/O 
channel-level  interface  standard,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Norman  Ream,  former  head 
of  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards' 
(NBS)  Institute  for  Computer  Sciences 
&  Technology. 

Under-  the  revision  proposed  by  NBS 
for  the  draft  Federal  Information  Proc¬ 
essing  Standard  (Fips),  federal  systems 
would  be  allowed  to  have  more  than 
one  type  of  I/O  channel-level  inter¬ 
face,  he  explained. 

In  a  letter  to  Jordan  J.  Baruch,  assis¬ 
tant  secretary  for  science  and 
technology  in  the  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Ream  provided  the  specifics 
missing  from  an  earlier  letter  to 
Secretary  of  Comnierce  Juanita  Kreps. 
That  letter  said' the  proposed  standard 
"makes-  a  mockery  of  the  Federal  DP 
standards  program"  and  is  "unen¬ 
forceable"  [CW,  Sept.  12]. 

-  Cost  Benefits 

Ream  pointed  out  that  the  standard 
contains  no  requiretnent  that  govern¬ 
ment  agencies  measure  the  cost  ben¬ 
efits  of  a  system  configured  both  with 
and  wi  thou  t  the  standard. 

Furthermore,  the  proposed  Fips  con¬ 
tains  no  reference  to  overall  systems 
life.  "How  do  you  propose  to  bench¬ 
mark  the  system  as  required  ...?" 

Nurherous  problems  could  arise  un¬ 
der  the  section  that  requires  a  system 
to  support  a  minimum  of  one  standard 
interface,  but  which  also  allows  a  max¬ 
imum  of  four.  Ream  contended. 

"There  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
logical  reasott  for. allowing  more  than 
one  type  of  I/O  channel  interface  on  a 
system,"  he  observed.  "The  opera¬ 
tional  problems  created  by  such  a 
'mixture'  are  not  comprehensible,  nor 
is  the  'maximum  of  four'  an  under¬ 
standable  constraint. 

"The  use  of  mixed  channels  on  a  sys¬ 
tem  will  require  major  changes  in  the 
operating  system,  will  severely  in¬ 
crease  the  [operating  system's]  over¬ 
head  cost  and  will  severely  handicap 
the  system  throughput,"  according  to 
Ream,  now  based  in  San  Clemente. 

For  example,  the  system  will  need 


complete  software  support  for  each 
type  of  channel,  thus  more  overhead 
and  a  larger  operating  system. 

There  would  also  be  separate  access 
methods  for  the  different  types  of  de¬ 
vices  on  these  different  channels,  and 
different  protocols  for  different  chan¬ 
nels  affects,  the  program  status  word 
and  channel  address  vvord,  he  said. 

Error  Recovery 

'  In  addition,  the  system  would  need 
separate  error  recovery  logic,  he  point¬ 
ed  out. 

Nowhere  does  the  implementation 
section  of  the  proposed  Fips  mention 
who  will  bear  the  cost  of  software 
modification  or  who  will  furnish  the 
increased  operations  software  require¬ 
ments,  Ream  noted. 

The  provision  that  the  government 
can  initially  acquire  a  system  without 
any  interfaces  conforming  to  the  stan¬ 
dard  "is  an  'open  road'  to  avoidance  of 
the  standard  and  will  be  used  as  such," 
Ream  remarked.  ■ 

If  such  a  provision  is  to  exist,  it 
should  minimally  require  the  man¬ 
ufacturer  to  demonstrate  the  capability 
to  meet  it  and  furnish  all  software 
requirements  to  continue  the  operabil¬ 
ity  of  the  CPU,  he  stated. 

The  provision  should  require  "that 
the  associated  costs  and  also  the  capa¬ 
bility  of  the  system  when  the  standard 
is  employed  be  part  of  the  total  eval¬ 
uation.  process."  Currently  the  pro¬ 
posed  implementation  only  refers  to 
"the  cost,"  he  added. 

Further,  the  prdvision  should  require 
the  comparison  of  cost  for  peripherals 
furnished  both  by  the  system  maker 
and  by  outside  sources,  he  stated. 

Ream  deplored  the  section  that  grants 
agency  head's  the  authority  to  waive 
the  requirements.  "Onte  again  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Commerce  and  NBS  are 
shirking  their  responsibilities,"  he 
charged.  "Congress  has  made  very 

Cbema  Elects  Chairman 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  The  Com¬ 
puter  and  Business  Equipment 
Manufacturers  Association  (Cbema) 
■has  elected  Roy  L.  Phelan,  vice- 
president  for  research  and  develop¬ 
ment  at  NCR,  to  be  the  1977-1978 
Cbema  chairman  of  the  board. 


clear  its  opinion  that  waiver  of  a  Fips 
should  be  granted  only  by  NBS  and 
should  not  left  to  the  discretion  of  an 
agency  head." 

He  recommended  redrafting  the  im¬ 
plementation  portion  of  the  document 
and  also  providing  for  two  phases  of 
implementation. 

•  The  first  phase  would  require  sup¬ 
pliers  of  CPUs  to  the  government  to 
furnish  the  standard  channel-level  in¬ 
terface  for  those  CPUs  announced  and 
demonstrated  as  of  the  effective  date 


of  the  standard. 

The  second  phase  would  involve  re¬ 
quiring  suppliers  to  do  the  same  on 
CPUs  not  announced  and  not  de¬ 
monstrable  on  that  date. 

Should  the  Commerce  Department 
decide  not  to  adopt  those  suggestions. 
Ream  asked  that  it  publish  at  the  end 
of  the  first  year  oT  implementation  the 
number  of  applicable  CPUs  that  have 
adopted  the  waiver  procedure  and  the 
number  that  have  actually  employed 
the  standard. 


The  Computer 
fm*  the  Fkx)fes$ional 


PDlyMorphic 

Systems 


Whether  you  are  a  manager,  scientists,  educator,  lawyer,  accountant  or 
medical  professionai,  the  System  8813  wili  make  you  more  productive  in 
your  profession.  It  can  keep  track  of  your  receivables,  project  future 
sales,  evaluate  investment  opportunities,  or  collect  data'in  the  laboratory. 

Use  the  System  8813  to  develop  reports,  analyze  and  store  lists  and 
schedules,  or  to  teach  others  about  computers.  It  is  easily  used  by  novices 
and  experts  alike. 

Reliabie  hardware  and  sophisticated  software  make  this  system  a 
useful  tool.  Several  software  packages  arc  included  with  'he 
machine:  ah  advanced  disk  operating  system 
supporting  a  powerful  BASIC  language  inter¬ 
preter,  easy  to  use  text  editor,  assembler  and 
other  system  utilities.  Prices  for  complete 
systems  start  at  S3250. 

See  it  at  your  local  computer  store 
us  at  460  Ward  Dr., 
Barbara,CA93III, 
(805)967-0468 


DMmb  Connection; 


03;  (800)  884-3806.  In  Callfomla  (714)  774-1010. 


almost  as  long  as  you  want  to  give  it  Input. 
Atl80cps. 

The  Dumb  Connection.  Another  reason¬ 
able,  cost-effective  product  fl?om  Lear  p'legler. 
Pbr  those  who  always  wanted  a  Dumb 
Terminal,  but  needed  hardcopy,  too. 

Now  you  can  have  the  best  of  both 
worlds.  And  the  connection  to  go  with  them. 
In  one  package. 

Dumb  Connection. 
Smart  Buyi 


Intel  delivers  PDP-11  memory 
for  people  who  can't  afford  to  wait. 


When  you’re  in  a  hurry  for  more  semiconductor 
memory  for  your  PDP-11,  call  Intel.  We  deliver 
memory  for  the  full  PDP-11  line.  And  because 
we’re  the  largest  manufacturer  of  semiconductor 
memory  in  the  world,  delivery  is  when  you 
want  it. 

Why  wait?  Since  you’ve  chosen  the  leader  to 
supply  your  minicomputer,  it  makes  sense  to  go 
to  the  leader  for  memory,  too.  That’s  us. 

Intel  memory  systems  save  you  more  than 
time.  Our  in-1670  add-on  memoiy  for  the 
PDP-11/70  is  one  example.  It  gives  you  four 
times  the  capacity  in  the  same  frame  compared 
to  the  DEC  NfUll-A  core  memory.  And  built  in 
Error  Correction  Code  (ECO  and  Error  Logging 
improve  up-time  and  reduce  maintenance  time  by 
automatically  correcting  and  recording  single-bit 
failures  and  detecting  and  recording  double¬ 
bit  errors. 


For  PDP-11  add-in  memory  go  with  our 
in-4711  plug  in  boards.  You’ll  get  memory  that’s 
even  fast^  than  DEC’s.  16K  words  per  hex-wide 
board.  With  or  without  parity.  To  further  expand 
PDP-11  memory  and  reduce  ijNIBUS™  loading 
choose  our  in-4011  add-on.  Wifli  memory  man¬ 
agement  you  can  expand  to  128K  words  in  16K 
increments.  And  since  the  in-4011  requires  only 
one  UNIBUS  load,  you  get  added  system 
flexibility. 

Get  more  memory  for  your  LSI-11  and 
PDP-11/03  in  less  space  with  our  in-1611  add-in 
memory.  You  get  up  to  32K  words,  in  8K 
increments,  on  a  single,  two-wide,  board.  That’s 
up  to  eight  times  the  memory  you  get  with  a 
DEC  board. 

When  you  can’t  afford  to  wait  call  us  at 
800-538-8476.  In  California  and  Canada,  call 
408-734-8102,  x575.  We’ll  save  you  time,  and 
much  more. 


int^  delivers. 


Intel  Memory  Systems 
1302  N.  Mathilda  Avenue 
Sunnyvale,  California  94086 

I  can’t  wait!  Must  have  delivery  in  □  5  Days  0  30  Days  □_ 
□  Please  call  me  at _ /  _ Ext.  _ 


-Days 


□  Please  send  me  information  on  semiconductor  memory  for  the 
following: 

□  LSI-11,  PDP-1V03  □  PDP-11/40 

□  PDP-11/04  □  PDP-11/45 

□  PDP-1V05  □  PDP-11/55 

□  PDP-1V34  □  PDP-11/70 

□  PDP-1V35 


Address- 


-Mail  Station- 


City/State/Zip  _ 


UNIBUS  is  a  trademark  of  Digital  Equipment  Corp.  Maynard,  Mass. 


WANTED: 

3420  Tapes:  MOD  3’s.  5’s.  7's 
135/145  Subleases  or  purchase 


Randolph  Computer  Company 
S37  Steamboat  Rd.,  Greenwich,  CT  06830 
,  (203  )  66M200 


NAME  and  ADDRESS 
CAPTURE 
TYPE/SCAN 


Short  or  Long  Term 
Leases  From 

RANDOLPH 

370/138 

370/148 

370/135 

370/145 

. . .  and  all  other  370's  from  1 15’s  . . .  to 
168‘s.  CPU's  or  full  systems.  Up  to  I 1 
8-year  lease  available.  '''—S 

CALL  THE  370  HOTUNE  j 

800-243-5307 


Eger:  Competitive  AT&T  Vital  to  Technology 


CHICAGO  —  Free  and  res¬ 
ponsible  competition  from 
such  corporate  giants  as 
AT&T  is  essential  to  further- 


telecommunications  policy-  this  information  age  in  which 
maker  told  the  City  Club  of  *ve  live  —  the  computer,"  ac- 
Chicago  recently.  cording  to  John  Eger,  who 

headed  the  White  House  Of- 


mg  U.S.  technology  in  the  AT&T's  future  "lies  in  the  fice  of  Telecommunication! 
computer/information  in-  marriage  of  AT&T's  existing  Policy  for  two  years  during 
dustry,  a  former  White  House  network  with  the  symbol  of  the  Ford  Administration. 

Games  Growing  18%  by  '82 


MENLO  PARK,  Calif.  - 
Total  U.S.  production  of 
games  and  amusements,  both 
electromechanical  and  elec¬ 
tronic  types,  will  exhibit  an 
average  annual  growth  rate  of 
18%  during  the  1976-1982 
period,  according  to  a  recent 
study  by  Gnostic  Concepts, 


this  time  interval;  by  1982  this 
sector  of  the  overall  market 
will  approach  94%  of  the  toUl, 
according  to  Gnostics'  es- 

Programmable  home  game 
units  will  become  increasingly 
important  during  the 


1976-1982  timeframe,  the  re¬ 
port  said,  noting  the 
microprocessor-controlled 
game  unit  for  educational  or 
other  nongame  uses,  including 
programmed  financial  aids,  is 
the  next  step  toward  a  home 
Computer. 

Gnostic  Concepts  is  located 
at  2710  San  Hill  Road,  Menlo 
Park,  Calif.  94025. 


Foreign  Orders  &  Installations 


"That  is  where  AT&T  ought 
to  be  focusing  its  resources  — 
both  financial  and  intellec¬ 
tual,"  Eger  said. 

"AT&T  must  stay  ahead.  It 
must  develop  the  most  effi¬ 
cient  and  effective  means  of 
meeting  the  demands  of  the 
marketplace.  It's  got  the 
technology;  It  must  continue 
to  enrich  it. 

"If  that  takes  doubling-^or 
tripling  capital  investment, 
then  AT&T  should  make  that 
expenditure.  And  if  it  asks 
where  the  money  is  to  be 
found,  I  direct  it  to  the  North 
American  Telephone  Asso¬ 
ciation's  1976  submission  to 
the  Federal  Communications 
Commission." 

That  document  "concluded 
that,  by  accepting  an  end  to  its 
monopoly  of  the  terminal 
equipment  industry  —  by 
competing  freely  in  the  inter¬ 


connect  industry  —  AT&T  can 
rid  itself  of  a  part  of  its  busi¬ 
ness  that  fails  to  produce  a 
proportionate  share  of  profit 
and  eats  up  potential  reser- 

"It  is  more  important  to  the 
information  society  which 
AT&T  serves  for  AT&T  ti)  do 
extremely  well  in  research  and 
development  in  the  informa¬ 
tion  industry,  without 
monopoly  protection,  in  open, 
uninhibited  competition  with 
others  in  the  field  so  that  the 
consuming  public  and  the 
U.S.  economy  benefit  from  in¬ 
novation  stimulated  by  innov¬ 
ation,"  he  contended. 

"It'  is  more  important  that 
America's  techtiological  lead 
in  the  information,  industry  be 
preserved.  That  is  worth  do¬ 
ing,  and  AT&T  is  capable  of 
doing  it  well,"  Eger-  con- 


The  Supreme  Court  of  Japan 
h4s  ordered  a  Univac  90/30 
system  to  prepare  annual 
judicial  statistical  reports. 

The  National  Bank  of  Poland 
has  installed  an  NCR  Century 
251  system  to  process  savings 
accounts. 

Taiwan  Telecommunications 
and  Telephone  Administra¬ 
tion  has  ordered  seven 
Hewlett-Packard  Co.  1000 
series  computers  and  periph¬ 
erals  worth  ,  more  than 
$850,000  to  modernize  the 
present  manual  method  of 
finding  customer  phone  num¬ 
bers,  The  specially  designed 
CRT  termiiuls  have  key¬ 
boards  which  accept  a  Chinese 
phonetic  code. 

Tokyo  Electric  Power  Co. 
has  ordered  eight  Univac 
90/80  computer  systems  from 
Nippon  Kaisha  Ltd.,  the  Un¬ 
ivac  marketing  organization  in 


The  Simulation  and  Elec- 
troixics  Division  of  LMT  has 
purchased  a  SEL  32/55  com¬ 
puter  system  from  Systems 
Enginering  Laboratories  SA, 
Paris,  for  use  in  the  training 
via  simulation  of  Eastern  Air¬ 
lines  crews  to  fly  the  A300 
Airbus. 

Systemshare  Ltd.  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Scotland,  has  installed 
a  Honeywell  66/07  computer 
valued  at  more  than  $1.2  mil¬ 
lion. 

Superior  Office  Supplies  in 
Montreal  has  installed  a 
Mobus  Industries  18-terminal 
Digital  Equipntent  Corp. 
PDP-11/70. 

The  province  of  Alberta, 
Canada,  has  awarded  two  con¬ 
tracts  for  traffic  control  sys¬ 
tems  valued  at  almost  $1  mil¬ 
lion  to  Honeywell  Corp. 

Ackermann  in  Entlebuch, 
Switzerland,  a  large  fashion 
mail  order  house,  has  ordered 
a  Univac  90/60  system. 


Savacentre  Ltd.  has  ordered 
38  NCR  255  terminals,  an 
NCR  1-8200  and  an  NCR  726 
minicomputer  for  the  firm's 
hypermarket  at  Washington 
in  County  Durham,  UK. 

The  UK's  National  West¬ 
minster  Bank  has  ordered 
proof  and  encoding  equip. 


CONSULTING  SERVICES 
REQUEST  FOR  PROPOSAL 


llwvwpln  Cotinfy^ 


SUPER  MINI  REPLACEMENT  FOR  SYSTEM 

models  10/12/15  and  370/115-125 

HEWLEn-PAGKARD 3000 


Armstrong  Equipment  Ltd. 
of  Melton,  Great  Britain,  a 
motor  industry  group,  has  or¬ 
dered  a  Honeywell  Model  66/ 
05  computer  valued  at  $1  mil¬ 
lion. 

Matthews  Group  Ltd.  of 
London,  Ont.,  a  construction 
and  land  development  com¬ 
pany,  has  installed  a 
Honeywell  Level  62  system 
valued  at  $183,800. 

The  European  Space  Agency 
has  awarded  contracts  to 
Computer  Technology  Ltd.  to 
supply  a  number  of  Model 
8050  sytems  with  Camac  in¬ 
terfaces  for  use  in  ground 
checkout  stations  for 
forthcoming  satellite  laun¬ 
ches. 

The  Swiss  Credit  Bank  in 
Zurich  has  ordered  from 
Bunker  Ramo  GmbH  its  Bank 
Control  System  90  terminals 
for  more  than  120  of  the 
bank's  branches  in  Swit¬ 
zerland.  The  total  project  is 
valued  at  over  $5  million. 

The  Computer  Communica¬ 
tions  Group  of  the  Trans- 
Canada  Telephone  System  has 
selected  NCR  Canada  Ltd.  to 
supply  network  interface 
machines  for  the  Datapac 
network.  The  value  of  the 
contract  exceeds  $1  million. 

Hanwa  Co.  Ltd.,  a  Japanese 
steel  distributor  based  in 
Osaka,  has  ordered  a  Univac 
1100/11  system  ffom  Nippon  ■ 
Univac  Kaisha,  Ltd. 


Call  Peter  Melvin  today  ai 


CMC  Associates 


755  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 16 


IBM  370’s,  SWEETENED 


able  and  helpful  an  IBM  370  can  be. 

□  CSA  is  upgrading  many  of  its  lessees  from  its 
existing  portfolio  of  370  equipment. 

□The  following  models  are  available  now  on  lease 
terms  of  one  to  five  years  with  additional  upgrade 
provisions: 

370/168  370/155 

370/165  370/145 

370/158  370/135 

existing  equipment  can  be  taken  in  trade. 

PAH  dealings  are  documented  directly  with  CSA 
as  principal. 

□  Broker  and  dealer  referrals  are  welcomed  and 
protected. 


compuiersystems 

3QolAmerlca.lnc. 
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OMB  Moves  to  Reform  Contracting  Procedures 


By  Molly  Upton 
CW  Suff 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  In  another 
attempt  to  grapple  with  the  thorny 
problem  of  determining  when  work 
should  be  contracted  to  outside  firms 
and  when  it  should  be  performed  by 
government  agencies,  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  (OMB)  has 
issued  new  guidelines. 

The  new  proposal  to  OMB  Circular 
A-76  states  OMB's  preference  for  re¬ 
taining  ongoing  work  within  the  gov¬ 
ernment  while  encouraging  new  work 
to  be  contracted  outside. 

Acting  Director  James  T.  McIntyre 
Jr.  emphasized  that  the  proposal  is 
subject  to  change  and  added  that  OMB 
received  overTOO  formal  comments  in 
preparing  the  package. 


The  circular  states  the  federal  agen¬ 
cies  may  generate  a  product  or  service 
only  when  this  can  be  justified  in  the 
national  interest.  Grounds  include 
"necessity  for  military  readiness,  lack  . 
of  a  suitable  commercial  source  or 
finding  that  commercial  performance 
would  be  costlier  or  that  the  function 
should  be  performed  by  government 
employees." 

To  justify  the  conversion  of  an  ongo¬ 
ing  in-house  activity  to  outside  perfor¬ 
mance,  the  cost  of  using  a  contractor 
must  be  less  than  the  government  cost 
by  at  least  10%  of  Meral  personnel 
costs,"  the  proposal  stated. 

"This  recognizes  a  potential  loss  of 
production,  decrease  in  efficiency  and 
unpredictable  risks  that  go  with  such  a 
conversion,"  OMB  stated. 


But  in  order  to  encourage  agencies  to 
contract  out  new  projects,  "the 
government's  costs  would  have  to  be 
lower  by  at  least  10%  of  personnel 
costs  and  25%  of  malerial  and  facility 
costs  to  justify  starting  a  new  commer¬ 
cial  or  industrial  activity." 

This  clause  also  recognizes  the  "risks 
of  duplication,  waste  and  obsolescence 
when  the  government  invents  in  a  new 
plant  and  facilities,"  OMB  stated. 

McIntyre  clarified  new  work  as  that 
with  no  federal  workers'  jobs  at  stake. 

Furthermore,  "all  comparative  costs 
studies  would  use  firm  competitive 
bids  for  determining  commercial  costs. 
'Ivory  tower'  estimates  or  informa¬ 
tional  quotations  would  be  pro¬ 
hibited,"  the  memo  continued. 

As  a  guideline  for  computing  govern- 


Can  €>fiF-the-iack  softwear 
fit  you  like  a  glove? 

A  special  report  on  Applications  Packages  in  the 
January  30th  Computerworld. 

When  the  applications  program  you  write  yourself  costs  five  times  as  much  as  a 
package  you  can  buy  off  the  shelf,  "canned"  software  has  a  lot  of  appeal.  Off  the 
shelf  software  has  become  more  attractive  for  vendors,  too.  Many  small  system 
manufacturers,'  for  example,  have  found  that  applications  software  sales  can  add 
15%  or  2S%  to  their  hardware  revenues.  And  more  companies  than  ever  before  are 
entering  the  market  with  new  software  products  for  a  wider  range  of  applications'— 
with  ever  greater  modularity. 

We'll  be  taking  a  close  look  at  the  subject  in  our  January  30th  special  report,  titled 
Af}^)licalions  Packages.  Edited  by  Don  Leavitt,  this  report  will  summarize  the  latest 
information  available  —  including  products,  vendor  strategy  and  market  activity. 

In  problem /solution  format,  the  report  will  feature  user  experiences  in  the  evalua¬ 
tion,  selection,  installation  and  use  of  applications  packages,  as  well  as  topics  like 
these. 


•  Conve’  ting  programs  and  files  from  one  hardware  or  operating  system  to 
another  —  examining  the  effort  required. 

•  A  statistical  evaluation  of  commercial  software  —  survey.analysis. 

•  A  review  of  vendor  support  for  training  and  installation,  and  for 
installed  packages  affected  by  government  regulations. 

•  Applications  options  offered  to  users  through  remote  computing  services. 

•  An  overview  of  the  industry  —  how  vendors  are  expanding  into  new. 
applications  areas;  adapting  current  lines  to  different  CPU's;  or  con¬ 
solidating  product  line  to  concentrate  in  selected  areas  of  expertise. 


If  you're  an  MIS  executive,  DP  Manager,  Supervisor  or  Lead  Programmer,  our 
January  30th  special  report  should  be  on  your  reading  list.  If  you  market  program¬ 
ming  products  or  services,  you  should  put  this  report  on  your  ad  calendar.  Ad 
closing  date  is  January  13.  Your  Computerworld  salesman  can  give  you  complete 
details.  Or  reserve  your  ad  space  today  with  a  call  to  Terry  Williams  at 
(617)965-5800. 


Boston  New  York 

Bob  Ziegel  Don  Fagan 

Mike  Burman  Frank  Gallo 

(617)  965-5800  (201)461-2575 


San  Francisco 
Bill  Healey 
lim  Richardson 
(415)495-0990 


Los  Angeles 
Bill  Healey 
Jim  Richardson 
(213)  475-8486 


ment  costs  of  operations,  the  OMB 
proposed  a  formula  for  overhead  of 
24.4%  of  salary  of  federal  employees, 
down  from  28.7%,  for  the  retirement 
cost  factor  and  insurance  costs. 

Each  agency  would  have  to  review  its 
commercial  activities  every  three 

Other  aspects  of  the  proposal  include 
.requirements  for  more  detailed  Criteria 
in  seeking  exceptions. 

A  public  disclosure  will  be  required 
for  all  documents  and  calculations  per¬ 
formed  by  the  government  in  order  to 
promote  a  policy  of  openness. 

A  government  group  is  developing  a 
common,  government- wide  "hand¬ 
book"  of  cost  guidelines  and  factors  to 
be  used  uniformly  by  all  federal  agen¬ 
cies.  McIntyre  stated  this  effort  will 
move  the  government  in  the  direction 
of  full  costing. 

The  OMB  is  also  proposing  a  pack- 
age  of  personnel  policies  which  in¬ 
cludes  a  clause  that  would  give  gov¬ 
ernment  employees  rights  of  first  re¬ 
fusal  for  contract  jobs  in  cases  where 
their  activities  are  converted. 

Each  agency  Should  have  an  indepen¬ 
dent  review  board  that  may  hear  ap¬ 
peals  of  decisions  involving  in-house 
vs.  contracting  out,  the  proposal  in- 

AJ  and  Vadic 
Cross  Licenses 

SUNNYVALE,  Calif.  -  Anderson 
Jacobson,  Inc.  (AJ),  -maker  of  acoustic 
couplers,  and  Vadic  Corp.,  maker  of 
■modems,  have  signed  a  cross-license 
agreement  that  observers  expect  will 
result  in  an  acoustic  coupler  version  of 
the  Vadic  VA3400,  which'  operates  on 
a  full-duplex,  two-wire  line. 

Under  the  agreement,  AJ  received  an 
exclusive  license  to  market  acoustic 
couplers  and  a  nonexclusive  license  to 
offer  selected  modems  compatible  with 
the  VA3400. 

Vadic  was  granted  a  nonexclusive 
license  to  market  an  acoustically  cou¬ 
pled  version  of  the  VA3400  based  on 
technology  to  be  supplied  by  AJ.' 


Supershorts 


Computer  Communications,  Inc.  has 
finalized  an  increased  credit  line  with 
Wells  Fargo  Bank  which  boosts  the 
credit  available  from  $1.8  million  to 
$3.8  million. 


Agile  Corp.  has  been  established  as  a 
subsidiary  of  the  Dataflux  Corp.  to 
service  the  Gen-Com  Systems,  Inc. 
line  of  daisy  printer  terminals.  Gen- 
Com  went  bankrupt. 


The  Data  Products  Group  of  Lear 
Siegler,  Inc.  has  completed  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  Control  y  Proceso  Elec- 
tronico  S.A.  under  which  the  Mexico 
City-based  firm  will  produce  Lear 
Siegler  CRT  terminals. 


Tab  Products  Co.  has  increased  the 
number  of  shares  outstanding'  from 
1.2  million  to  5  million  and  approved  a 
3-for-2  stock  split. 


CALL  TOLL  FREE 

(800)323-1966 

In  Illinois  (800)  942-0491 
Monday  thru  Friday  from  8  am  to  5  pm  cst 


These  are  long  term,  open-end  programs  that  are  planned  to  maintain  the  state-of-the-art  development 
through  the  complete-evolution  of  world  telecommunications.  You  will  be  able  to  maintain  your 
expertise  at  this  high  level  through  advanced  research  projects,  as  well  as  in  on-going  prototype 
developments.  The  range  of  challenge  stretches  from  the  outer  reaches  of  sophisticated  architecture 
concepts  to  complex  systems  design,  implementation  and  debugging.  These  are  some  of  our  immetf  iate 
openings: 

SOFTWARE  DESIGN  ENGINEER 

Responsible  for  the  specification,  design  and  testing  of  telephone  systems  support  software,  network 
and  control  software,  or  maintenance  and  diagnostics  software.  Prefer  a  minimum  of  3  years'  experience 
in  structured  design,  coding,  testing  and  documentation  of  programs;  development  with  large  data  base 
on  multi-file  computers  and  real-time  systems,  HlPO  design  documentation,  TSO  usage  and  software 
simulation  techniques.  Requires  a  8S  or  MS  in  Computer  Science  or  Electrical  Engineering  and 
specialized  study,  in  the  use  of  PL/1,  Fortran.  Assembler,  Intel  8080  and  PDP-11  programming 
languages. 

DATA  BASE  DESIGN 

This  position  requires  a  minimum  of  5  years'  experience  in  the  planning  development,  design  and  ' 
implementation  of  data  base  software,  including  data  base  management  systems  administration.  Your 
primary  responsibilities  will  be  the  development  of  data  base  system  for  a  large  on-going  project 
including  the  implementation,  support  and  administration  of  systems. 

TELETRAFFIC  &  PLANNING  ENGINEER 

Responsible  for  the  analysis, of  teletraflic  probability  and  queuing  problems  on  digital  and  analog 
switching  systems  and  the  development  of  computer  programs  for  switching  systems.  Perform  control' 
and  route  reliability  studies,  define  and  analyze  problems  for  future  systems  features  and  their 
applications.  Prefer  a  minimum  of  3  years'  experience  in  real-time  control  systems  teletraffic  problems, 
systems  equipment  quantities  specification,  and  exposure  to  switching  system  specification .  Requires  a 
TS  or  MS  in  Electrical  Engineering,  Computer  Science  or  Math  and  a  Strong  statistical  background 
ixperience  in  PL/1  or  Fortran  programming  and  model  simulation, 

MINI-COMPUTER  PROGRAMMERS 

Ve  have  specific  assignments  available  on  project  development  teams  responsible  for  the  de 


Ve  have  specific  assignments  avi 
mplementation  of  various  telecoi 
irocessing  element.  Responsibllitii 
iperating  systems  as  well  as  uniqc 


munication  processing  systems  uti 
r  will  include  the  development  of  so 
hardware  elements  incorporated  in 


AUTomATic  electric 
UJJ3  laboratories 


An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer  M/F 


See  our 

Recruitment  Ad 
on  page  28 


EDComputerwoiilo 


December  i; 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS  DESIGNER 
SYSTEMS  ANALYSTS 
PROGRAMMERS 

ALL  SENIOR  LEVEL  POSITIONS 


■  On-Lint  Communicationi  ■  Nitionwidn  Telecommunicttions 

■  Distributed  Data  Processing  Development 

■  Large-Scale  Data  Base  ■  Electronics  Funds  Transfer 

Systems 

Pitney  Bowes  is  looking  for  systems  professionals  who  will  be  responsible  for  the  development  and 
implementation  of  innovative  computer  systems  which  will  fully  utilize  state  of  the  art 
technologies  in  data  processing  and  systems  'esign.  Distributed  processing  will  require  use  of 
minicomputers,  data  base  management  software  techniques,  on-line  systems  development,  proc- 
ing  of  substantial  volumes  of  data,  as  well  as  off-line  interfacing  with  large-scale,  batch  systems. 

ience  with  banking  applications,  electronics  funds  transfer,  and/or  lock  box 
rectly  utilized. 

silent  salary  and  benefits  package  with  opportunity  for  professional  growth  and 
a  stimulating  environment.  If  you  are  looking  for  a  better  career  where  your- 
accomplishments  are  recognized  and  rewarded,  look  to  Pitney  Bowes. 

For  prompt  consideration,  please  forward  your  resume  including  salary  history  &  requirements  to: 
MR.  ELMER  R.  BURKE,  Professional  Recruiting  Dept. 


As  one  of  the  most  dynamic  and  rapidiv  growing  compa¬ 
nies  in  the  computer  industry,  Amdahl  still  has  excellent 
opportunities  to  offer  good  people  who  are  ready  to 
upgrade  their  career  and  work  environment.  You  will 
participate  in  engineering  software  reliability  testing  and 
integration  of  hardware  diagnostics  and  control  systems 
programs  for  Amdahl’s  470  V  computer  systems.  You 
should  have  knowledge  of  and  experience  with  most  of  the 
following:  computer  organization,  logic  design,  minicom¬ 
puter  operating  systems,  software  reliability.- higlwr  level 
and  assembly  languages  (PIVl,  370  A^mbler,  NOVA 
Assembler  preferred).  You  have  an  MSEE  or  Computer 
Science  degree  plus  a  minimum  of  2  years’  experience. 
Please  indicate  426-E  on  your  response  and  direct  it  to 
Employment  Manager.  Amdahl  Corjxiration,  1250  East 
Arques  Avenue,  Sunnyvale,  CA  94086.  We  are  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. 


amdahl 


PITNEY  BOWES 

Walnut  &  Pacific  Streets,  Stamford,  Conn.  06904 


^IIL 

Pitney  Bowes 


DATA  BASE  ANALYST 


APPLICATIONS 

ANALYST 

PROGRAMMER 


FEDERAL  RESERVE 
BANK  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Decembe 
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PROQHAN  YOUR  OWN 


Our  progressive  management,  rapid  expansion  and 
a  solid  product  line  afford  growth  opportunities 
for  career  minded  data  processing  professionals. 


EAREEIiS  JUtE  AVAILABLE  THROUGH 
MANAGEMENT  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  AREAS: 


•  HARDWARE  DEVELOPMENT 
•SOFTWARE  DEVELOPMENT 
•COMMUNICATIONS 
•QUALITY  CONTROL 


FIELD  ANALYST  SUPPORTS 
ENGINEERINGS 
SALESS 
PURCHASINGS 


AFIELD  SERVICE  ENGINEERING 


PERSONNELI 


At  Harris  we  allow  you  to  chart  your  own  course  for  the 
future.  You  may  begin  now  by  simply  completing 
your  current  career  profile  below. 

CAREER  profile: 


liy  career  ebilectives 

PRESENT  POSITION _ 

OESIREO  POSITION _ _ 

FUTURE  GOALS  _ _ ^ _ . 


RESUME  ATTACHEO  / 
YES(  )  N0(  )  V 


Mail  this  coupon  with  resume  iti  confidence  to  W.D.  Taylor, 

HARRIS  CORPORATION,  Computer  Systems  Division,  1200  Gateway  Drive, 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  33309. 


■HARRIS 


An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer  Male  and  Female 
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December 


COMPUTER 
SYSTEMS  ANALYST 


Coinptrt®' 


HOW  ABOUT 
A  RAISE 

AND  A  MOVE  TO 
FLORIDA  TOO? 
CALL  COLLECT  NOW! 


SCIENTIFIC  PROGRAMMER/ANALYSTS  S13.S-23k 
FORTRAN,  assembler  and  PL1. 

SOFTWARE  DEVELOPMENT  PROG  $14-25k 

CAD/CAM  SPECIALISTS  $17-30lc 

SOFTWARE  ENGINEERS  $15-30k 

DEVELOPMENT  $2S-A0k 


Are  you  better  than  your 
present  job? 

Are  you  one  of  those  people  who  fell 
into  a  pretty  good  job?  With  pretty 
good  pay?  With  a  pretty  good  company? 
And  you’re  rocking  along  okay . . .  but 
you  could  be  doing  a  lot  better. 
Consider  a  change  to  TI.  We  offer  lots 
of  challenge  and  outstanding 
opportunities  to  people  who  can  prove 
their  value.  Positions  require  a 
bachelor's  degree  and  U.S.  citizenship. 

IBM/370  Programmers 

Requires  experience  on  lBM/370  using 
COBOL/ALC  working  with  IMS/DL  1 
data  base  systems. 

Systems  Analyst/Project 
Leaders 

Requires  detail  design  and  imple¬ 
mentation  of  hierarchical  data  base 
systems  to  support  engineering, 
production  planning  and  control, 
materials  management,  shop  floor 
control,  and  factory  automation. 

Programmers 

B.S.  in  Computer  Science,  Math, 
Physics,  Engineering  or  Business  and 
programming  experience  with  higher 
order  languages  such  as  Fortran, 
COBOL,  PASCAL,  or  PL/1.  Both 
scientific,  business  and  real-time 
programmers  are  needed. 

Minicomputer  Programmers 

Requires  experience  on  16  bit  mini’s 
using  Fortran  or  Assembly  languages 
working  on  data  base  management, 
communications,  factory  automation, 
interactive  graphics  and  computer 
aided  design. 

Send  your  resume  in  confidence  to: 
Staffing  Manager/Equipment  Group/ 
P.O.  Box  6015,  M.S.  222  Dept.  C-1/ 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


December 
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SKI  COLO 

SENIOR  SYSTEMS 

Chemical  process  d< 
^stems'expcrlence. 

PROGRAMMER/ 
OS/VS  PL/1  flnan 

tions  under  IMS. 

SYSTEMS  PROC 
OS/VS  Internals.  TS 
POP  °R  S  TS^  Va  m  * 
'OS/32  MT^TSn^ 

RADO! 

^ENGINEERS 

BS/MS*Chem! 

ANALYSTS 

lai,  manujac* 

RAMMER 

required. 

Reply  In  confidence 

Consultm^^i 

Englew'ood^C 

,‘’'exgSrTen'’ce 

FIORI 

URGENT!!  NEI 
PROGRAMMERS/ 

l^^nals,  OS,  TSO 
Fortran^^P-J^.^R! 
BAL,  BTA^QTAM 
Flne^nclal  BAL.  COI 

FLOfTiDA  ^posltfor 
to  Mr.  Paul  Riley. 

FRANK  LEC 
1211  Westsj 

OA 

ANALYSTS 

loilfos/Dag 

UNIVERS 
OF  MINNE 

metf^  Meks'^naivst 

;iTY 

SOTA 

UNIVERS 
OF  MINNEl 

SOTA 

CduZovTA 

Salesper 

or 

Distribu 

Distributor.  Earn  t 
dollars.  Expariencec 
Computer  Ribbons, 
Tapes  and  Office  N 
bons.  Salary  and  com 
Greg:  <516)  931 -31 2< 

sen 

tor 

housands  of 
\  in  selling 
,  Computer 
lachine  Rib- 
imission.  Call 

t.n.rn!!HS!?}J!!i 

S.uL., 

’"'Brnty  *1o 
lively  and  to 

o*  orobiems**«sist°uw 

itatlon.  May 
applying 

ferine*'* 

You  can  aet  ahead  fa 


^  you  are  needed  right  now.  of  product  fields.  This  leadership  has 

Our  project  teams  are  crying  for  good  produced  more  than  7,000  patents, 
professionals  who  can  grab  hold  fast. 

2  You'll  get  a  chance  to  prove  ^  ®  complete 

how  good  you  are.  Everybody  is  System.  No  threat  of  getting  lock«d 

evaluated  regularly;  there  are  no  ®  repetitious  specialty.  You’ll  work 

missing  persons  at  TI.  If  you’re  good,  j”.f  e™®**  project  team.  You’ll  interface 

you  move  up  fast.  No  matter  how  long  daily  with  other  disciplines  and  other 

the  people  above  you  have  been  there.  program. 

3  You’ll  be  involved  in  state-of-  5  You’ll  work  iii  a  job-stable, 

the-art  projects.  Advanced  airport  multi-market  situation.  We  have 

and  airborne  radars.  New  infrared  and  a  variety  of  products  and  markets.  We’re 
laser  electronics  applications.  TI  is  the  not  heavily  dependent  on  any  one  of 

technological  leader  in  literally  scores  them  -  and  neither  is  your  job. 

Live  in  Delias.  The  Southwest’s 
largest  and  liveliest  metropolitan  area. 

Discover  all  the  glitter  and  glamour,  spectacular  sport  and  high  fashion  Dallas  is 
famous  for -Vet  an  economical  place  to  make  a  home.  Cost  of  living;  is  way  below  the 
urban  U.S.  average.  And  there’s  no  state  income  tax.  The  country’s  8th  largest  city  has 
year-round  sunshine  plus  lots  of  lakes  and  facilities  to  enjoy  ij;.  The  are'a.has  34 
colleges,  102  majqr  medical  facilities,  and  a  wealth  of  major  media  and  entertainment. 

Openings  also  In  Ridgecrest,  California. 


You  can  get  ahead  faster  with  us 
than  with  anybody  else.  Here’s  why: 


All  openings  require  a  minimum  of  a 
Bachelor’s  degree  and  U.S.  citizenship. 

Software  Engineers 

Application  and  Assembly  language 
programmers  are  needed  for  implement¬ 
ing  control,  signal  processing,  and  auto¬ 
pilot  algorithms. 

RF  Engineers 

Engineers  required  in  all  microwave 
disciplines  including  antennas,  receivers 
and. microwave  components. 

Field  Engineers 

Will  support  evaluation  testing  of 
weapon  systems  and  subsystems. 
Specialized  experience  in  software/ 
hardware  design  or  microwave  useful. 

Design  Engineers 

Openings  for  all  disciplines  including: 

•  Mechanical/Structural 

•  Analog 

•  Digital 


System  Engineers 

Will  provide  conceptual  design  definition 
for  a  wide  variety  of  systems  and 
subsystems. 

Analysts 

System  analysts  to  work  with  system 
engineers  in  trade-off  analysis  to  support 
system  concept  and  definition. 

Computer  System  Engineer 

Requires  MS  or  PhD  in  EE  or  CS  and  5 
years’  experience  in  hardware  and 
software  design  of  real-time  computer 
systems. 

Technology  Requirements 
Engineer 

Requires  MS  in  EE  and  8  years’ 
experience  in  the  use  of  advanced 
semiconductor  technology  in  system 
design. 

Send  your  resume  in  confidence 

to:  Staffing  Manager  /  P.  O.  Box  6015, 
M.S.  222/ Dept.  C/ Dallas, TX  75222. 


Texas  Instruments 


INCORPORATED 
\n  equal  opportunity  employer  M/F 


position  announcements  |  position 


HARRIS 


The  Expanding  Force  in 
Distribnted  Data  Processing 


Harris  Data  Communications  —  a  $7-mil»on,  240,000-square-foot 
leading  supplier  of  distributed  data  headquarters  facility.  Career 
processing  systems  and  services  —  is  opportunities  in  Dallas  are  aimed  at 
one  of  1 6  nigh-technology  divisions  meeting  the  many  challenges  facing 
that  have  madeprenfflarris  us  as  we  design  new  systems, 

Corporation  a  $6S0-mi|iion  ieader  in  hardware  and  software  to  meet  our 
communications,  infonmation  systems,  customers’  needs . . .  today  and 
government  systems,  semiconductors  tomorrow! 
and  printing  equipment.  Our  •  Harris  is  an  equal  opportunity 

ccwprehensivo  family  of  advanced  employer.  Wb  offer  excellent  starting 


products  also  encompasses 


I.  *.  - *  v — z-  salaries,  the  stimulation  of  working  in  a 

multi-function  remote  batch  terminals  highly  professional  environment  and  a 
apd  intelligent  interactive  terminals  —  company  aiming  at  excellenoe  in  its 
giving  us  the  broadest  range  of  data  indusfry.  Our  comprehensive  benefits 
communications  products  and  include  health,  life  and  disability 

senric^  in  the  indifitiy.  insurance,  a  stock  purchase  plan  and 

The  fcxjal  point  of  Harris’  long-term  a  tuition  eissistance  program, 
commitinent  to  the  distributed  data  Vifrite  in  confidence,^h  a  complete 


commitment  to  the  distributed  data 


processing  marketpiace  is  in  Dailas  —  resume  and  salary  history,  to 
the  heart  of  the  growing  North  Texas  Tom  Bryan, Harris  Data  6ommunica- 

Metropiex,  where  we  currently  are  tions  Division,  1 1262  Indian  Traii, 
completing  construction  of  our  new  P.O.  Box  44076,  Dallas,  Texas  75234. 


Software  Development 
Programmers  —  B.S.  degree  in  computer 
sdence  or  related-field  and  4-8  years  experience 
that  includes  Assembly  and  other  higher  level 
languages.  Cost  scheduling  a  plus.  Will  be 
responsible  for  analysis,  design  and 
implementation  of  nevr  or  modified  software 
packages,  detailed  definition  of  major  modules 
and  the  key  units  of  code.  This  will  include 
■  performance  of  program  code  integration  and 
testing  of  code  units  and  installation  of  software. 
Related  function  will  involve  manpower  and 
equipment  planning  to  meet  project 
requirements. 

Analyris  —  B.S.  or  B.A.  degree  and  2-5  years 
experience  in  Assembly  language  programming 
on  minicomputers  preferably  in  communica¬ 
tions.  Responsibilities  include  providing  ongoing 
support  for  locally  developed  programs  on 
Harris  equipment  that  spans  all  functional  areas, 
interacting  with  customers  and  designing  and 
developing  new  programs  as  required. 

Systems  Programmers  —  Degree  and  2  plus 
years  Assembly  language  experience. 

Knowledge  of  and  experience  in  developing 
Operating  Systems,  Source  Data  Entry  Systems, 
Inquiry  Response  Systems.  Compilers,  and/or 
SDLC  Communications  Systems  is  desirable. 
Hardware  Development 
Design  Engineers  —  Responsibilities  will 
include  establishing  hardware/firmware  tradeoffs 
during  the  specification  phase  of  firmware  driver 
controllers,  and  scheduling  and  implementing 
cost  effective  designs  and  specifications. 
Requires  B.S.E.E.  (M.S.E.E.  desired)  and  4 
years  related  experience. 

Systems  Engineers  —  Duties  will  include  logic 
design,  peripheral  interface  design  and 
micro-coding.  B.S.E.E.  and  S years  related 
experience  required,  preferably  including  LSI 
circu'rtry  and  MOS  memories. 

Quality  Assurance 
Quality  Assurance  Engineers  —  Will  be 


responsible  for  qualification/accMtance  of  new 
products  including  hardware,  software,  and 
documentation.  Also  will  be  involved  with 
reliability  assessment  and  ongoing  corrective 
action  programs.  Requires  B.S,  or  B.A.  degree. 
Marketing 

MarkeUng  Representatives  (Chicago.  Charlotte. 
Houston.  Philadelphia)  -3-5  years  successful 
computer  hardware  sales  experience  required. 
Approximately  2  years  selling  large  mainframe 
computers  with  additional  sales  experience  in 
intelligent  terminal  systems  is  desirable.  Prefer 
that  candidates  live  in  the  areas  listed  and  have  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  marketplace.  Earnings 
package  includes  base  salary  commensurate 
with  experience  plus  a  lucrative  commission  plan. 
Field  Systems  Analysts  (Chicago.  Los  Angeles. 
Pittsburgh,  San  Francisco)  —  Will  be 
responsible  for  pre-  and  post-sales  software 
support,  configuration  analysis,  installation  and 
user  training.  Qualifications  include 
programming  in  COBOL  and  ASSEMBLER 
languages  and  experience  in  teleprocessing  and 
minicomputers.  Prefer  some  experience  with 
mainframe  computer  systems  and  a  B.S.  or 
B.A.  degree. 

Manufacturing 

B.S./M.S.E.E.  with  experience  designing  and 
troubleshooting  digital  and  analog  test  equipment. 
Should  be  knowledgeable  of  machine  program 
languages  and  have  programming  capability.  Will 
coordinate  test  engineering  activity  and  maintain 
existing  test  equipment. 

Field  Engineering 
Reid  Engineers  (Boston;  Houston;  Melbourne. 
FL;  Saginaw.  Ml;  Seattle;  Tyler,  TX;  Washington, 
D.C.)  —  Minimum  of  1  year  experience  main¬ 
taining  digital  electronic  equipment,  minicom¬ 
puters  and  data  communications  equipment. 
Candidates  must  Nve  in  the  areas  listed. 


LOOK  AT  HARRIS  NOW ...  for  career  opportunities  with  a  chaDenge! 


IHARRie 


An  Equal  Oppoilunity  Employer,  Mala  4 


Fold  and  ir 


a  new  subscription 
L  J  new  address 
!  new  title 
n  new  industry 


USE  THE  AHACHED 
ORDER  FORM  AND 
THIS  ENVELOPE  FOR: 


Order-form  is  attac.hed  througfi  Hinding.  Be  sure  (o  indue 
•  current  labei  or  inliel  information  when  making  a  change. 


BUSINESS  REPLY  MAIL 


first  class 
permit  no  40760 

_ _  newton  ma 

no  postage  stamp  necessary  if  mailed  in  the  United  States 


COMPUTERWORLD 


797  Washinaton  Street 
Newton  MA  02160 


Data  Processing 
Professionals 


San  Diego  opportunity  in 
advanc^-t^nology 

EDP  SYSTEMS 
DEVELOPMENT 

Want  to  combine  the  ideal  career  opportunity  with  your  favorite  lifestyle?  NCR  Special 
Systems  Division  needs  your  help  now  in  developing  advanced,  high-technology  EDP 
systems  for  customers  around  the  world.  You'll  be  doing  important  work  in  our  Sorrento 
Valley  facNity,  just  three  miles  from  the  ocean  and  only  minutes  from  Torrey  Pines.  La 

Jolla  and  downtown  San  Diego.  You  can  live  In  the  setting  of  your  choice _ beach 

valley,  mountain,  country,  small-town  or  urban-and  still  Be  only  a  short  drive  frorn 
work.  Spend  your  leisure  hours  golfing,  swimming,  hiking,  getting  advanced  degrees 
froni  major  universities,  attending  theatrical,  music,  art  ana  sports  events,  or  staking 
up  the  year-round  sun.  Pick  your  climate,  too— from  mild 
coast  to  dry  desert.  San  Diego  is  a  place  of  extraordinary 
choices— and  right  now  the  choice  is  yours.  _  « 1 


COMPUTER 

PROFESSIONALS 

The  Special  Systems  Division  has 
opportunities  for  software 
professionals  in  a  broad  range  of 
disciplines  and  in  all  experience 
levels.  Our  current  and  firm  future 


■  TELECOMMUNICATIONS  SOFTWARE 

■  FILE  PROCESSING 

■  NETWORK  DEVELOPMENT 

■  LARGE  MAINFRAME.  MINI  and 
MICRO  PROCESSOR 

■  OPERATING  SYSTEMS 

■  COBOL  APPLICATIONS 

■  ASSEMBLY  LANGUAGE 
Assignments  will  include  the 
development  and  implementation  of 
various  EDP.  systems  tor  specific 
customers  as  well  as  the  development 
of  future  NCR  total  systems;  both 
requiring  state-of-the-art  knowledge. 


Our  benefit  package  is  what  you  would 
expect  from  a  major  blue  chip 
corporation.  What  you  might  rJof  expect  is 
the  relaxed  .and  veryxreative 
environment  of  this  small,  highly 
specialized  division.  The  facilities  are 
modern,  comfortable,  designed  to  provide 
an  atmosphere  in  which  every  employee 
can  achieve  an  uncommon  degree  of 

Bersonal  and  professional  satisfaction, 
lay  I  offer  you  the  opportunity  to  judge 
for  yourself?  Please  send  vour  resume 


Thom  Harris,  Employment  Specialist 

SPECIAL  SYSTEMS  DIVISION 

■  ■  4046  Sorrento  Valley  Blvd. 

San  Diego,  Calif.  92121 


ANALYST/PROGRAMMER 

BURROUGHS  B6700 

Progressive  Florida  West  Coast  hospital  has  immediate 
opening  for  Analyst/Programmer.  Experience  desired  in 
hospital  financial  and  administrative  systems.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Claudine  Hudson.  Personnel  Department. 

Venice  Hospital 


f^COMraTUWORLD 
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SYSTEM 

PROGRAMMERS 


PENN  STATE'S  SYSTEM/378  Model  168,  providing  research 
and  instructional  sen/ices  to  our  large  academic  community,  is 
scheduled  lo  be  upgraded  to  a  3033  Processor  in  August  1978. 
This  computer  is  the  hub  of  a  network  supporting  40  remote  batch 
instaiiations  plus  conversational  RJE,  time-sharing,  and  graphics 
terminals.  High  performance  (over  1 8,000  jobs  in  a  peak  day)  has 
been  acheived  by  modifications  and  development'  of  systems 
programs  with  emphasis  on  manageabiiity  and  system  thruput. 
SYSTEM  PROGRAMMERS  are  needed  to  participate  in  our 
conversion  from  MVT/HASP  to  MVS/JES2,  to  help  us  establish 
■  an  effective  measurement  and  evaluation  program,  to  install  and 
support  enhanced  interactive  services,  and  to  develop  other  sub¬ 
systems. 

APPLICANTS  must  have  a  degree  in  Computer  Science  or  re¬ 
lated  field  and  must  have  demonstrated  fluency  in  S/370  assem¬ 
bler  language  and  a  sound  knowledge  of  operating  system  or¬ 
ganization  and  principles.  Also  desirable  are  experience  with 
HASP  or  JES2  internals,  experience  with  interactive  systems, 
and  advanced  degree.  Salary  and  responsibilities  will  be  com¬ 
mensurate  with  education  and  experience.  Send  resume,  includ¬ 
ing  education,  prolessionai  experience,  and  saiary  history,  to  Dr. 
Donald  T.  Laird,  Director,  Computation  Center,  229  Computer 
Btdg.,  University  Park,  PA  16802. 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
in  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


COMPUTER 

SPECIALIST 

(Minicomputers) 

The  National  Library  of  Medicine  has  a  career  Civil 
Service  position  for  a  Computer  Specialist  (minicom¬ 
puters).  A  Computer  Science/Engineering  degree  or 
equivalent  and  2-3  years  experience  is  required.  Starting 
salary  ranges  are  $14,090  to  $18,258  I6S-9/11)  per 
annum.  We  m  looking  for  someone  with  a  background 
in  ^softwaie/hardware  design  in  minicomputer  systems 
and  subsystems  related  to  applications  in  distributed 
processing,  network  communications,  and/or*  computer 
networks.  Experience  in  minicomputer-based  data  base 
management  systems  and/or  interactive  graphics  is  high¬ 
ly  desirable.  Send  Standard  Form  171  to  the  National 
Library  of  Medicine,  Personnel  Office,  National  Insti¬ 
tutes  of  Health,  Public  Health  Service,  8600  Rockville 
Pike  Building  38,  Room  M105,  Bethesda,  Maryland 
20014.  (301)  496-6093.  An  Equal  Opportunity  Em- 


Software 

Specialists 

The  Boeing  Company,  in  Seattle,  Washington,  is 
seeking  computer  professionals  for  a  variety  of  impor¬ 
tant  assignments  on  a  wide  range  of  systems  induoihg: 
a  Energy  Management/Control  Systems 

•  Military  Command/Control  Systems 

•  Military  &  Space  Avionics  Systems 

•  Surface  Transportation  Systems 
Challenging  opportunities  exist  in  the  following  areas: 
OPERATIONAL  SOFTWARE  DEVELOPMENT 

•  Design  and  develop  software  for  simulators,  opera¬ 
tional  systems,  automatic  test  equipment  and  other 
special-purpose  or  realtime  applications. 

SOFTWARE/COMPUTING  SYSTEM  DESIGN 
AND  ANALYSIS 

•  Analyze  system  hardware,  software  and  operator  re¬ 
quirements  to  support  establishment  of  a  system  ar¬ 
chitecture. 

•  Perform  systems  anaiyses  and  trade  studies  to  sup¬ 
port  design  coricepts,  new  business  acquisition  and 


•  Design  and  develop  hardware  and  software  test  con¬ 
cepts  and  environments  to  support  operational  soft¬ 
ware  and  computer  systems  test. 

•  Conduct  software  tests. 

Candidates  for  these  opportunities  must  have  a  BS 
degree  or  higher  in  Engineering  or  Computer  Science 
and  be  a  U.S.  citizen. 

Attractive  salary,  fringe  benefits  and  moving  allow¬ 
ances  will  be  offered  qualified  candidates.  And  living  is 
a  pleasure  in  the  Unspoiled  Northwest  with  its  many  rec- 
reationai  and  sports  activities  and  relaxed  life-§tyles. 
Look  into  these  opportunities. 


in  aqual  opportunity  employer. 


Getting  people  together 
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SYSTEMS  PROGRAMMERS. 


Aramco,  fhe  world's  largest  oil  producing  com- 
pony,  is  presently  undertaking  o  huge  expansion 
of  its  focilities  in  Saudi  Arabia.  Openings  exist 
for  a  number  of  Systems  Programmers. 

Aramco  will  moke  it  finonciolly  attractive  for 
those  who  are  chosen  for  the  jobs.  As  a  rough 
rule  of  thumb,  you  can  expect  your  net,  take- 
home  pay  in  Saudi  Arabia  to-be  approximately 
equal  to  your  gross  pay  in  the  US. 

If  you  are  qualified,  advancement  con  come 
rapidly. 

Th«|ob. 

Successful  applicants  will  work  in  an  exciting, 
professional  environment.  You  will  find  our 
hardware  is  current  (370/168, 370/158  with, two 
3033's  on  order).  Our  software  is  the  latest  result 
of  IBM  technology  (MVS  IPO  1 .0  moving  to  IPO 
2.0,  an  advanced  suite  of  program  products  and 
software  tools). 

During  the  next  year  our  teleprocessing  network 
(IMS  and  TSO)  will  grow  from  our  present  400 
terminols  to  more  than  650  terminals,  with  ad¬ 
ditional  TP  links  to  Europe  and  the  US. 

Th*  qualHicalions. 

It  is  imperative  that  you  meet  all  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  requirements.  It  is  needless  to  apply  if  you 
do  not. 

A  minimum  of  3  yeors'  EDP  experience  is  neces¬ 
sary,  including  T  year  of  IBM/370  OS/VS2.  MVS 
experience  is  preferred  over  SVS  experience. 


MVS  Internals,  Generation,  and  Mointenonce 
Telecommunicotions  (TCAM,  VTAM,  NCP) 


Performonce  Meosurement  ond  Evoluotion 
Progrom  Product  Installotion,  Support,  Moint. 


Why  woric  for  Aramco? 

Besides  the  challenge  and  career  opportunities 
of  your  job,  working  for  Aramco  overseas  offers 
several  excellent  advantages.  You'll  receive  o 
good  salary  and  savings  plan,  plus  a  generous 
tax-protected  expatriate  premium. 

And  you  can  travel  the  world  if  you  wish,  be¬ 
cause  on  the  averoge  of  every  12yj  months  you 
receive  40  fully  paid  vacation  doys,  as  well  as 
round  trip  vacotion  trovel  fare  to  the  US.  Add  to 
this  an  average  of  12  paid  holidays  each  year.  In 
addition,  medical  care  for  you  and  yaur  family  is 
furnished  at  no  charge  by  the  company  while 
you  are  in  Saudi  Arabia. 

Interastod? 

If  so,  and  you're  qualified,  please  write  far  an 
application.  We'll  be  back  in  touch  with  you  as 
soon  os  possible. 


ARAMCO 


SERVICES  COMPANY 

WRtTE  DEPT  CPW1219A,  1 100  MILAM  BUILDING,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77002 


MANAGER  OF 
OPERATIONS 

I370/14S  Environment) 

JOIN  A  GROWING  $250  MILLION 
MANUFACTURER  IN  DAYTON,  OHIO 


PHIUPS 

WnUSTWESINC. 


J^mSON 


COMPUTER-BASED 
PROCESS  CONTROL 

Opportunities  With  A  World  Leader 

Nith  volume  around  the  one-third  billion  dollar  level,  JOHNSON  CONTROLS  holds 
in  unequaled  position  in  automation  systems  for  buildings  and  industry.  Our 
experience  goes  back  to  pioneering  automatic  controls  in  1885.  We  are  far  and  away 
THE  LEADER  in  systems  controls  today.  Join  us. to  participate  in  definition, 
implementation  and  installation'of  computerized  systems,  working  in  an  interdisci¬ 
plinary  project-team  environment. 


DIGITAL  ENGINEER 

Perform  hardware  system  analysis  and  the  design  of  standard  and  custom  equipment 
applications.  At  least  2-6  years  of  experience  in  various  hardware  disciplines  along  with 
an  appropriate  engineering  degree  are  required. 


INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS  SPECIALIST 


SYSTEMS  ENGINEER 


Proven  capabilities  in  meeting  project  schedules  gnd  cost  estimates  as  well  as 
familiarity  with  hardware  and  software.  Engineering  degree  with  at  least  5*8  years 
experience  in  managing  the  implementation  of  sophisticated  computer  based 
(DDC)  control  systems  are  essential.  ^ 


nouncaments 


We  are  seeking  experienced  professionais  to 
join  us  and  be  a  part  of  our  rapid  expansion  in 
tne  booming  mini-computer  Industry.  There’s 
never  been  a  better  time  to  consider  the 
career  opportunities  with 
MODCOMP  and  the  good  iife  in  sunny  Ft. 
Lauderdaie,  Fiorida. 

DIAGNOSTIC  PROGRAMMING 
Tcrtai  design  and  impiementation  responsi- 
biiity  in  the  deveiopment  of  diagnostic 
programs  for  centrai  processing  units, 
memories  and  peripherai  control  units  with 
emphasis  on  communications  and  process 
control.  Interact  with  development  engineers 
mroughout  the  product  development  phase. 
Experience  In  assembly  level  diagnostics 
required:  mircoprogramming,  microprocessor 
and  digital  logic  background  desirable. 

OPERATING  SYSTEM  SOFTWARE 
DEVELOPMENT 

PJay  a  key  role  in  the  specification,  design  and 
development  of  real-time  operating  system 
components  to  meet  the  expandng  needs  of 
the  mini-computer  marketplace  as  a  member 
of  a  results-oriented  hardware/software 
development  team  using  state-of-the-art 
mainframe  and  peripheral  hardware 
components.  Successful  candidates  for  this 
position  must  be  experienced  in  the  design 
and/or  implementation  of  operating  system 
software,  have  a  detailed  understanding  of 
'computer  architectures  and  be  familiar  with 
modern  operating  system  design  theory. 

COMMUNICATIONS  SOFTWARE 
OEVELOPMENT 

Responsibilities  for  this  position  include  the 
design  and  implementation  of  communica¬ 
tions  software  for  a  family  of  mini-computer 
based  real-time  operating  systems  including 
the  continued  development  of  remote  batch, 
remote  process  control  and  networking 
systems.  Applicants  must  be  experienced  in 
assembly  language  programming  in  a  mini¬ 
computer  environment  and  have  a  thorough 
understanding  of  real-time  operating  system 
structures.  They  must  also  be  experienced 


We  offer  competitive  salaries,  substantial 
fringe  benefits  and  an  outstanding  opportunity 
for  career  growth  and  advancement.  Please 
send  resume  including  salary  history  or  call: 

Mr.  Robert  Coyner 
1-800-327-8997 

MODULAR  COMPUTER  SYSTEMS,  INC. 

1650  West  McNab  Road 
Ft.  Lauderdale.  Fla.  33309 
An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer  M/F 


Technical  Specialists 


I  $26K-  SR.  SYSTEMS  PROGRAMMER 


I  S26K>  PROJECT  LEADER  - 
■  PROCESS  CONTROL 


$28K-  HARDWARE  PLANNER 


^COMPUTMWeRlD 


1977 


|gMlBll*IUNFM 


I  BUY-SELL-LEASE-TRADE  I 


3031/3032/3033  3420  3003 

(Lease  Only)  3333  3830 

3330  3340 


370/165  370/168 


'  IN  CANADA  > 

IRU  9Dn  4Tn 


360 

30/40/50/65 

Qfy  Smith 
Of 3)  642-3000 

3270  CRT’s 


2501  1442 

13)3)642-8000  1443 


370/115/125 


MINICOMPUTER 

EXCHANGE 


BURROUGHS  EQUIPMENT 
FOR  SELL  OR  LEASE 
COMPUTERS 


Wanted  To  Buy 

3672-MeHorex  storage 
«p«»rol  onlt 

2JjJ-S«»orex  disc  controller 
5*JO-llo»orox  disc  modulo 
3675-Momorox  disc  modulo 

Contact: 

Harry  Blair  713-524-1401 


25  CHATHAM  ROAO 
SUMMIT,  N.J.-  07901 
(201)  277-61S0 


ATTRACTIVE  LEASES  ON 
_  360/40  360/65 

360/50  370/135 


SYSTEM/3  370/HS 
370/ 12S 


ECONOCOM 

1255  LYNNHELD  ROAD 
P.  0.90X17825 
Maw*  ra^ESSEE  35117 
901-757-W30 


mmUMtEAWM 


024  084  419  552  *2402 

026  085  514  557  *2403 

029  088  519  602  *2405 

056  089  521  604  *2406 

077  402  523  824  7330 

082  403  526  826 

083  407  548  867 


Call  Warner  Rivera 
at  (212)  557-3712 

E6EnESI5DnE 

COmPUTER  CDRPDRFITIDn 

an  MAI  company 

300.  East  44th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10017 


For  Sale 

Immediate  Delivery 

Model  38  Teletype 

ASR/KSR/RO 

Like  New 


RCA  Data 
Services  Marketing 
(609)779-4129 

RCil  Services! 


CALCOMP 

DISKS 

1030/230  (3330) 
1015/215(2314-0.0.) 
CO  14/CO  12  or  22 
(2314-S.O.) 


.We  are 

SIS' 

Buying:  3830, 3420 

Selling:  360/65, 360/50, 360/40 

Leasing:  370/155, 370/145, 360/65 

Please  contact: 

Linda  Vaughn/ (415)  955-0220 
Reanie  McCarthy/ (415)  955-0238 


(8041  643-4200 


SALE  OR  LEASE 

IBM  System/34's  available  starting  in  March  1978 


Peripherals  and  I/O 
All  360/370  Disk,  Tape 


END  of  YEAR  SALE  I  DELIVERY  POSITIONS 


T.l,  Model  745 
Portable  Terminals 

19.5%. 

Discount-Qty  (1j 

Immediate  Delivery 
Can  (312)  627-0100 

Data  Collection 
Systems,  Inc. 


AVAILABLE 
IBM  370 
138  &  148 

January  February  March 

call 

Dick  Murray  at 

RENAISSANCE 
MARKETING  INC. 
(516)  271-2389 


WANTED  TO  BUY 

IBM  370/155 
with  or  withoot  DAT 
CoBloct:  Horry  Blair 
(713)  524-8249 


WEBUY-SELL- 
INSTALL  a  REPAIR 


WANTED 

Burroughs 'L' Series 

DEC  &  DATA  GENERAL 
Minis  &  Peripherals 
NCR:  399  &  299 

Boynton  ButlnoB  Systtim 
07  Route  208 
WaWcMI,  N.Y.  12584 

914-895-2007 


Surplus  DEC  And 
Data  General 
Hardware 

For  Sale 

(3051172-87 

[omaH  goBtneHH  ^gHtemo,  3nt. 


IBM 

Nish  Speed  1/0  Set 

$155K 


Complete  Set  Up  Currently 
Monitoring  18  Plastic  Mold¬ 
ing  Presses.  S010/A10  Proc- 


BUYING-SELLING‘LEASING«TRADING 


1 800  654  9179 

”  ni'ikci§  toll  FREE! 


rCOiMPUTtR  ^8 

SALES  INTERNATIONAL.  INC  vSft 


raCOMPUTEUMrOltlD 
buy  tall  >wsp 


LEASE  SALE 

138’s  &  148’s 

Dec.  thru  May 

3033 

July 


FOR  SALE 
WESTIN6H0USE 
MOTOR  GENERATOR 
415  CYCLE 

For  Use  With 

370-168  ETC. 

Contact: 

P.J.  Harrington 
AT&T  Long  Lines 
(201)  234-6268 


IBM 

3275-2/4630  or  4631 
IBM  3284-3 
Immediate  Availability 
(QTY.  251 
For  Sate  or  Lease 

Call  312/640-8660 

Allstate  Computer 


"WANTED” 

3336 

DISC-PACKS 

CALL  LORRAINE 
312-421-2900 


dataserv 

buy  •  sell  •  lease  •  trade 


I  EXCELLENT 
OFFER!!! 

We  are  Selling! 
360/50  HOO 
1/4  Meg 
3  Selector 
Channels 
Available 
in  February  78 
1052  Console 
Call 

Fred  Willey 
(301)  366-1000 
X321 

MARYLAND  CASUALTY 
INSURANCE  COMPANY 


For  Sale  Or  Lease 

System  3/15 

Complete  Systems 

Any  configuration  from  B  19  to  D  24 
30  to  90  days  delivery  depending 
upon  your  requirements. 

Also  complete  inventory  tapes  —  disks. 
Printers  — CPU  Upgrades 

Call  Avery  Reynolds  214-630-6700 
TWX  910  861  4936 


For  Sale  or  Lease 

Any  1 15/125  configuration 
Sending  115/125 

Beck  to  IBM 

Call  usi  We’ll  show 
you  how  to  make  money 
using  your  rental  credits. 

For  Sale  or  Lease 
135-145-155 

CPUs  —  Peripherals  — 

Memory 

We  Need!!! 

370/138  CPU 

For  Jan.  Delivery 

For  Sale  or  Lease 

3211/3811  3340/A2,B2 

3272/3277  3410/3411 

3330/3333  3420/3803 

STOPI  Before  you  send 
any  of  the  above  machines 
back  to  IBM  call  us.  We'll 
show  you  how  to  make 
money. 

For  Sale  or  Lease 

360/30 -40 -50 -65s 

CPU  —  Peripherals  — 

Memory 

We’ll  Buy 

Any  360  CPU 

IBM  Peripheral 

Non-IBM  Perph/Memory 

cf-° 

For  Sale  or  Lease 
5406-5410-5412-5415 

CPUs  —  Peripherals  — 

Memory 

We’ll  Buy 

Your  5406/5410 

5415  —  Rental  credit 
machines 

Peripherals  —  Memory 

Call  Toll  Free  800-328-2406 
or  612-5440335 

Or  write:  Dataserv  Equipment.  Inc.,  9901  Wayzata  Blvd. 

P.O.  Box  94M,  Minneapolis  MN  55440. 

PROCESSORS 
&  PERIPHERALS 


_ IBM  IBM 

PROCESSORS  PERIPHERALS 

370/155-11  Jan  1 

SELUNG: 


FOR  SALE 

Burroughs  B3500 
Computer/peripherals 

This  equipment  can  be  reconfigured 


I  370/158 

LEASING:  370/16S 

370/145 


The  logical  Choke 

c#mDi/co 

9701  W.  Higgins  Rd.  Rosemont.  III.  60018 


FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE 
Immediately  Available 
IBM  3330/OOrs 
IBM  3330/Oirs 
IBM  3333/Oirs 
witfi  features  #8150 

Contact;  Harry  Blair  713-524-8249 


PREVIOUSLY  OWNED 
EQUIPMENT  &  SYSTEMS 

N.C.R.  &  BURROUGHS 

*■  «■  ^52  Teller  Units 

735/736  &  746  Mag.  Tape  Enc.  &  Line  Printers 

N.C.R.  299, 399  &  499  MINICOMPUTERS  «nd  CENTURY  SYSTEMS 
BURROUGHS  "L"  3000  THRU  9000  SERIES  B  TCe 

Also  B-700  Thru  B-4700  Systems  w/wo  Peripherels 

BUYING  OR  SELLING-CALL  US  FIRST 

>EY  EXIMPORT  CORR 


I  am  Interested  In. 

D  Supplies  InventCKV  Conliol  and 
Purchasing 

□  General  Ledger 

□  Personnel  Management  and 
ReporIng 

□  Ftavroll  Accounting  ■ 

□  Accounting 

□  Accounts  Recrelwable 

□  Accounts  POyoblo 


CALIFORNIA 

370/168 

COMPUTER  TIME 

Block  and  Partion 
Time  available 
RJE,  TSO,  CICS 
CALL;  213-887-1040 
TIME  BROKERS,  INC. 


370/158  &  1S5II 
380/30 

•  COM-OMR  FACILITIES 

•  EXCELLENT  RATES 

.  CONVENIENT  CENTRAL 
JERSEY  LOCATION 


ICOTECH 


December  12,  1977 


^COMniTElWORLO 


Get  Smart. 

ADDS  •  Smart  for  the  price  of  Dumb. 


Time  was,  tf  a  man  bought  a  Dumb 
terminal,  he  was  considered  pretty 
smart.  Times  change. 

ADDS  Regentjamtly  of  Smart  termi¬ 
nals  is  making  Dumb  look  dumb. 

For  under  91000*  our  Regent  100 
has  features  no  smart  man  can  resist. 

You  get  cursor  controls  for  opera¬ 
tional  simplicity  and  extensive  remote 
commands  that  make  it  easy  to  control 
the  Regent  from  the  computer.  Optional 
function  keys  customize  Regent  to 
k  your  specific  application. 

You  get  a  Status  Line  that  prb- 
vides  current  irformation  on  the 
terminal 's  operating  status.  Arid, 
you  get  visual  highlights  such 
as  blinking,  zero  intensity, 

I  half  intensity,  underline 
k  and  reverse  video. 

B  You  also  get  sef 

■  diagnostics. 

W  In  other  words,  you 

I  get  Smart  Or  Smarter: 

I  Our  Regent  200  has 
f  everything  our  1 00  has 
plus  buffered  trar^mts- 
sion,  auxiliary  port  and 
editing  options. 

You  can't  get  a  whole 
lot  more. 

Get  Smart  Get  ADDS. 

Quality,  Reliability  and 
Integrity.  It  ail  adds  up 
toADDS. 


I  A  nnC!  Applied  Digital 
I  Data  Systems  Inc. 

1 100  Marcus  Blvd.,  Hauppauge. 
NewYork  11787  516-231-5400 
/  Dept  250 


Name— 


